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Who will be in heaven? 

 

One day three men met at the end of a dock on a Florida beach. One of the men ran and jumped off the dock landing 

five feet out into the water. The other men yelled, “What are you trying to do?” 

  

He yelled back, “I am trying to jump across the Atlantic Ocean!” The second man said, “Watch me, I can do better 

than that!” He ran, jumped, and landed ten feet out into the water, twice as far as the first men.  

 

The third man laughed and said, “That’s nothing. Watch this!” He backed up fifty feet, made a mad dash across the 

dock, jumped, and landed twenty feet out, four times as far as the first man. 

 

You probably think it’s silly for these men to try what is obviously impossible – yet people today are trying to do 

something even more impossible than this when they try to earn their own salvation.   

 

Sometimes people say, “I’m a good person. Won’t God accept me into heaven? Surely my good will outweigh my 

bad and I will be ok?” The question shows a lack of understanding of the grave nature of sin and the absolute 

holiness of God. Many do good things for others and demonstrate at least some level of morality. However, there is a 

big difference between basic human morality and righteousness in the sight of God! 

 

I. The Meaning of “Righteousness” 

 

In both the Greek and the English, the heart of the word “righteousness” is “right.”  When applied to God, the word 

means “right-being.” This is absolute rightness!  

 

God is the only One who is “perfectly right” in every respect.  

 

Because of our sin, we are not righteous: Psalm 143:2 – “…for in Your sight no one living is righteous.” NKJV 

Romans 3:10 – “…There is none righteous, no, not one…” NKJV 

 

Isaiah 64:6 – “We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing 

but filthy rags.” NLT 

 

Romans 3:23 - “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” NKJV  
 

To be saved, everybody needs God’s grace. This is why the next verse says that Christians have been Romans 3:24 - 

“…justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…” NKJV 

 

If we were so good that we deserved heaven, salvation wouldn’t be a gift: Romans 11:6 – “And since it is through 

God’s kindness, then it is not by their good works. For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really 

is—free and undeserved.” NLT 

 

Since none of us can live perfectly, we must be put into a “right-standing” with the Lord. Jesus makes that possible! 

 

God counts us as righteous when we believe in Jesus and obey His gospel and do His will: Romans 4:22-25: “And 

because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous. And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t 

just for Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded for our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also count us as 

righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was handed over to die 

because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God.” NLT 

 
This is an “imputed righteousness” where God “makes us right” or gives it to us as a “gift!” 

 



 

2 

Romans 5:8-9: “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still 

sinners. And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from 

God’s condemnation.” NLT 

 

The only way to stand innocent in the presence of a righteous God is to be forgiven and declared righteous by faith in 

God:  

 

Philippians 3:8-9: “Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain 

Christ and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, 

I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith.” 

NLT  

 

Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” NKJV 

 

Ephesians 1:6 – “So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.” 

NLT  
 

But we are only accepted by God when we trust in His righteous work and obey/submit/surrender to what He 

requires:  

 
Hebrews 5:8-9: “Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. In this 

way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became the source of eternal salvation for all those 

who obey him.” NLT 

 

II. Why good people don’t go to heaven 

 

Occasionally I hear Christians say things like, “Well, he wasn’t a Christian, but he sure was a good guy and I think 

people like that will surely go to heaven too.” When we hold out this kind of hope that our non-Christian friends and 

family will make it to heaven, we actually reveal a huge and fundamental flaw in our understanding of the gospel.  

 

“Good people don’t go to heaven; saved people do!” 
 

Here’s why these “good people” will not be going to heaven if they are not Christians. 

 

1) They Are Not “Good” People 
 

We often refer to people who are nice, easy to get along with, and helpful to others as “good” people. They may 

certainly do some good things. They may volunteer to feed the homeless, care for sick children in the hospital, and 

help little old ladies across the street. They may be generous and kind. They may not sleep around, do drugs, or even 

drink. But none of this makes a person “good.” 

 

There is only one standard of “good” - “…No one is good - except God alone” (Mark 10:18). NIV  

 

If a person is not perfect, as God is, he or she is “not good.” God does not grade on a curve and He does not lower 

His standards just so we can meet them. He does not say, “Well, you aren’t perfect, but at least you’re better than 

some people.” 
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2) They Are Sinners 
 

The reason no one is good is because everyone has sinned. We have all “missed the mark.” God created us for His 

glory and we have all fallen short. This sin is rebellion against our Creator and it has caused us to become God’s 

enemies:  

 

Ecclesiastes 7:20 – “For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin.” NKJV 

 

Romans 3:10-12:  “As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none who understands; there 

is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is none 

who does good, no, not one.” NKJV 

 
Romans 3:23 – “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” NKJV  

 

3) Good Works Do Not Erase Sin 
 

The whole point of the gospel is that man is incapable of washing his own sins away. If we have sinned – even one 

time – we have a problem that we cannot solve on our own. Doing a million good deeds will not erase a single sin. If 

it were possible to work off our debt of sin, Jesus would not have had to die. The blood of Jesus is the only thing that 

can take away our sin stains and make us clean: Hebrews 9:22 - “…without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness of sins.” ESV  
 

When we hold out hope that generous and kind people will go to heaven, we are really saying, “Maybe Jesus was 

wrong. Maybe people’s good deeds really do wash their sins away. Maybe people can save themselves from their 

own sins. Maybe Jesus didn’t have to die on the cross after all.” 

 

4) The Gospel is Our Only Hope 
 

Jesus said He was the “ONLY” way to the Father: John 14:6 - “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” NKJV 

 

To say there is a way to avoid the punishment we all deserve and receive eternal life in heaven by any other way than 

through Christ, is to directly contradict Jesus. 

 

Christianity is not a “universalist” religion - the Bible does not teach that everyone will be saved. The only way to 

heaven is through Christ, if we want to go there, we must accept Him and His sacrifice!  

 

Those who refuse what Jesus offers and/or try to make it on their own will be separated from God throughout eternity.  

 

Mark 16:15-16: “…Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is 

baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” NKJV 

 

Paul said “EVERY” spiritual blessing (forgiveness, salvation, etc.) is in Christ: Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places in Christ…” NKJV 

 

The gospel is our only hope: Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 

God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” NKJV 
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III. Who will be in heaven 

 

Those who do God’s will: Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, 

Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 

NKJV 

 

Revelation 22:14 - “Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of 

life, and may enter through the gates into the city.”  NKJV 

 

Those who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb:  Acts 22:16 – “And now why are you waiting? Arise 

and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’” NKJV 

 

1 John 1:7 – “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” NKJV 

 

Revelation 1:5 – “…and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over 

the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood…” NKJV 

 

Those who live faithful and Godly lives:  Revelation 2:10 – “…Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 

crown of life.” NKJV 

 

Revelation 21:7 - “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.” 

NKJV 

 

To live faithful Christian lives means we are “living right!”  

 

1 John 2:29 – “Since we know that Christ is righteous, we also know that all who do what is right are God’s 

children.” NLT 

 

1 John 3:7 – “Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When people do what is right, it shows 

that they are righteous, even as Christ is righteous.” NLT 

 

IV. The residents of heaven 

 

“God” will be in heaven. To be in His presence will be the best part of heaven, to be removed from His sight will be 

the worst part of hell. “Jesus” will also be in heaven. At last, we will be able to say, “Thank You” to Him face to 

face.  

 

The “Holy Spirit” who has been our constant companion in this life, will be in heaven. “Heaven is where God and 

Jesus are, and that is why we want to go there.” 

 

The angels, the cherubim, the seraphim, and the rest of God’s host will also be there. 

 

All of God’s people will be at home in heaven - all those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life! 

Abraham, Noah, Enoch, Moses, Elijah, David, Peter, Paul, Stephen, and the other great prophets, preachers, and 

women of the Bible will be gathered there. The saved people from all nations will be there! 

Our loved ones who are Christians will be in heaven. Infants and small children will be there. 

 

“When a child of God dies, he does not leave home, he goes home!”  



 

5 

Hebrews 13:14 – “For this world is not our permanent home; we are looking forward to a home yet to come.” 

NLT 

 

It will be a great blessing to be “at home” with the Lord: 2 Corinthians 5:8 – “Yes, we are fully confident, and we 

would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord.” NLT 

 

“Who will be able to go there?”  The answer is that everyone can go to heaven - but not everyone will.  

 

Heaven is a real place that has been reserved for those who follow God’s will - no one will stumble into heaven - 

Christians must intend to go there! Going to heaven is not by accident or by default.  

 

Heaven is for those who have set their sights on going there and have let nothing get in their way of reaching that 

eternal goal. “Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people.” 

 

Each one of us has a choice to make. We must decide whether to devote ourselves to Christ and receive the blessings 

of heaven or to reject His sacrifice for our sins and be excluded from God’s presence forever. 

 

Concerning people, Jesus said that “few” will find the way to life: Matthew 7:13-14: “You can enter God’s 

Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who 

choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.”  

NLT 

 

But He is speaking in comparative terms. Compared to the number of people who take the wide, easy path in life, 

those who are saved will be few. Still millions of saved people will be in heaven.  

 

Revelation 7:9-10: “After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people 

and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and held 

palm branches in their hands. And they were shouting with a great roar, “Salvation comes from our God who 

sits on the throne and from the Lamb!”  NLT 

 

People wonder about who will be in heaven and who will not.  The more important question for each person to ask is, 

“Will I be there?” The final decision is ours! 

 

One truth is certain, God wants us there: Revelation 22:17 – “And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let 

him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life 

freely.” NKJV 

 

That’s something we don’t have to wonder about! 
 

V. Conclusion 

 

“Life is tough and full of troubles - sometimes it may feel like we are caught between ‘the devil and the deep blue 

sea,’ but there isn’t anything we can face in this life that God can’t help us through.” 

 
No matter what we go through to get there, “Heaven will surely be worth it all!”  

 

Romans 8:18 - “Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory He will reveal to us later.” NLT 


