
 

1 

Thy will be done 

 
Matthew 6:9–13: “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For 

Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” NKJV 

 

There is no question that God’s will is done in heaven: 1 Peter 3:22 – “Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is 

seated in the place of honor next to God, and all the angels and authorities and powers accept his authority.” 

NLT 

 

The story is told of a man who raised chickens, and among them was a rooster who occasionally crowed and greatly 

annoyed the next door neighbor.  Early one morning, disturbed and angry, he called the owner of the flock and made 

his complaint.  “That miserable bird of yours keeps me up all night!” “I don’t understand,” answered the owner.  

“He hardly ever crows, but if he does it’s never more than two or three times in an entire day.”  The man quickly 

replied, “That isn’t the problem.  It’s not how often he does it that irritates me? It’s not knowing when he might 

that keeps me awake!” 

 

One of the most important questions of our Christian lives is that when we face an important decision, how do we 

know what God wants us to do? Ephesians 5:17 – “Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants 

you to do.” NLT  
 

We want to do what is best but sometimes we don’t know what to do! It’s the “not knowing” that’s the hard part.   

 

Sometimes people have a hard time figuring out what to do in certain situations, because the answers aren’t always 

clear.  Although God has promised us that He will guide us, many people are never certain of God’s guidance.   

 

God doesn’t want us to wonder about what He wants for us - He wants us to have a precise knowledge of His will - 

because He has a will that gives directions that is always best for Him that is always best for us:  

 

Psalm 143:10 – “Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. May your gracious Spirit lead me forward on a 

firm footing.” NLT 

 

Knowing God’s will for our lives isn’t that hard. In fact, it’s really quite simple. 

 

The Bible tells us that the general will of God is for everyone to live in accordance with His word and be saved. 

Unless we are saved, nothing else matters:  1 Timothy 2:3-4: “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 

our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” NKJV 
 

The Bible also tells us that Jesus is able to “…save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him…” 

(Hebrews 7:25), and that He is “…not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 

Peter 3:9).   

 

God has provided us the way to be saved - Jesus Christ and His Gospel:  Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of 

the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also 

for the Greek.” NKJV 

 

But sooner or later all Christians come face to face with an important question: “What is God’s specific will for MY 

life as a Christian? What does God want me to do? Who does He want me to marry? Where does He want me to 

live? What does He want me to do for a living?”  
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I.  How to discover the Lord's leading 

 

God wants to reveal His will for us.  His will is always what’s best for us because He loves us. His directions are 

always right because He is all knowing, past, present and future. We never have to worry about God making a 

mistake; He’s already figured it out in advance. God will never lead us astray! Remember, 90% of all the things we 

worry about never happen, and God already knows about the other 10%. 

 

The question is – “How do I learn what God’s will is for me?”   

 

First, we have to understand that we have to be completely dedicated to God: Romans 12:2 – “Don’t copy the 

behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 

think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” NLT 

 

God will not lead us except for His own glory and He cannot lead us if we resist His will. A shepherd cannot lead a 

stubborn sheep.  

 

Now, when we are completely committed to God with every intention of obeying Him, we can actually expect to be 

led by Him:  

 

Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” NKJV 

 

That means checking in with God before you do anything.  He’s God!  He knows all, sees all, understands all and has 

the right answers – without God we will always get it wrong: 

 

Proverbs 16:25 – “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” NKJV 
 

We then must look in God’s Word. If we are really trying to do the will of God, then we will obey the 

commandments and applying the principles He established in His word.  We could avoid a lot of problems in life if 

we would listen and obey God’s word: 

 

Psalm 119:103-105: “How sweet your words taste to me; they are sweeter than honey. Your commandments 

give me understanding; no wonder I hate every false way of life. Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a 

light for my path.” NLT 

 

However, if you want to know what God’s will is for you in the Bible, you will need to seriously study and meditate 

on it, not just read at it. You can’t play games with God’s word! The Bible is not a horoscope, or a palm reading, or a 

“Magic 8 Ball!” 
 

At one time it was a common practice for people to ask a question, and then plop their Bible open at random and look 

for their answer on whatever page happened to open. 

 

I read about a guy who wanted to know God’s will for his life so he opened his Bible at random and came upon 

Matthew 27:5 – “Then Judas threw the silver coins down in the Temple and went out and hanged himself.” 

NLT 

 

That didn’t make him very happy, so he closed the Bible, opened it again and it plopped open to Luke 10:37 – 

“…Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” NKJV 

 

Really frustrated now, he tried once more and the Bible fell open to John 13:27 – “…Then Jesus said to him, 

“What you do, do quickly.” NKJV 
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God does not endorse this random approach to learning His will! We must seriously study and meditate on His word 

in order to learn His will! Then we must obey what He says: 

 

James 1:21-22: “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 

your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it 

says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” NLT 

 

At the same time, pray for God to reveal His will to you: James 1:5 - “If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, 

and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking.” NLT 

 

Obtain advice from Godly counselors! Proverbs 24:6 - “...and in a multitude of counselors there is safety.” 

NKJV  

 

Proverbs 12:15 – “Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to others.” NLT 

 

Proverbs 19:20 – “Get all the advice and instruction you can, so you will be wise the rest of your life.” NLT 

 

This doesn’t mean just anybody - I don’t think God was talking about Dr. Ruth; Dear Abby or Miss Cleo – it needs to 

be someone who will give you biblical guidance! 

 

Next, we must take into account providential circumstances, or God’s providence - this is when God opens and shuts 

those doors: 2 Chronicles 16:9 - “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show 

Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him...” NKJV 

 

We must also be patient! One of the problems with trying to be in God’s will is that God isn’t always on the same 

timetable as we are. We get in a hurry, but God doesn’t. In the Bible, God often took a great deal of time working His 

will in the lives of people He used. Moses was in the wilderness for 40 years being prepared by God to lead the 

Israelites. The apostles spent 3 years with Jesus being prepared for their ministries. Paul spent 3 years in the desert 

with Christ before he was ready to go to work for God! 

 

II.  The choices we make from day to day involve only three kinds of things 

 

Those concerning things which God has already told us to do! This is a no-brainer. We can and should ask God to 

guide us, but if God has told us to do something, we should do it - no questions asked, like obeying the gospel, etc. 

John 14:15 - “If you love me, keep My commandments.” NKJV 

 

Those concerning things which God has already told us not to do! This is also a no-brainer.  We should never, 

ever ask God if we can do something He has already told us not to do.  It is never o.k. to sin!  

 

1 Samuel 15:22-23: “…What is more pleasing to the Lord: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your 

obedience to his voice? Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than offering the fat 

of rams. Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols…” NLT 

 

Those concerning things that He lets us make up our own mind about! Something that many people don’t 

understand is that in many of our decisions; God lets us make our own choice.  Some Christians worry themselves to 

death about which profession/job they should pursue, which car they should drive, which school they should attend, 

where they should live and other such matters: Ecclesiastes 9:10 – “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with 

your might...” NKJV   
 

If God absolutely doesn’t want you to do something, He will simply shut the door. 
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Except for those things that are specifically commanded or forbidden, it is God’s will that we be free to choose: 

Proverbs 16:9 - “A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” NKJV 
 

God’s choice for us may be any one of a number of possible choices. You don’t make every single choice for your 

children, neither does God.  The shepherd leads the sheep but he does not decide which tuft of grass the sheep will 

nibble.  

 

The Christian who is a living sacrifice cannot make a wrong choice - if He really is listening and waiting for the Lord: 

Psalm 27:14 - “Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the 

Lord.” NKJV 

 

God’s will for the church is also clear: Matthew 28:19-20: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. NKJV 
 

When God reveals His will for us, whether to us as individuals or to the church, it isn’t always as dramatic as Paul’s 

vision to go to Macedonia, sometimes, it is good common sense.   

 

God’s will is to preach the gospel message to a lost and dying world.  He did not say, “Have a gospel meeting, use a 

Friends Day, have a VBS, knock doors, sponsor a 12 step program, send WBS lessons to Africa, send children’s 

clothes to Haiti and Honduras, have two worship services on Sunday or have a Wednesday night meeting.”  

 

None of those things are mentioned in the Bible, but good common sense tells us that God’s will is to get the message 

out and our job is to become all things to all people so that by all means we might win SOME. 

 

III.  Conclusion 

 
When decisions seem hard to make, remember we have God’s faithful promise to guide us right: Isaiah 48:17 – “…I 

am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is good for you and leads you along the paths you should follow.” 

NLT  

 

The key to being led by God is not a method or formula, it is an intimate love relationship: John 8:47 - “Anyone who 

belongs to God listens gladly to the words of God. But you don’t listen because you don’t belong to God.” NLT 

 

Matthew 11:28-30: “Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.” NLT 

 


