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Thy kingdom come 

 
Matthew 6:9–13: “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our debts, As we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For 

Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” NKJV 

 

The idea that God has a kingdom with citizens is a theme found throughout the Bible.  In the Old Testament God was 

considered the king of the universe.  He sat upon a throne: Psalm 103:19 – “The Lord has established His throne in 

heaven, and His kingdom rules over all.” NKJV 

 

From His throne He watches over the whole earth (Psalm 33:13-22), while being surrounded by the heavenly host 

who serve Him (1 Kings 22:19).   

 

God was also considered the king of Israel.  He ruled them in a form of government known as a “Theocracy.” This 

means “God-ruled.” When the nation of Israel praised Him they referred to Him as king (1 Chronicles 29:11; 2 

Kings 19:15; Psalm 47:2, 7). He was the true king of Israel (1 Samuel 12:12; Judges 8:23), and Israel was the 

kingdom of God (Exodus 19:6; 1 Chronicles 17:14; 28:5; 2 Chronicles 13:8). 

 

However, the Israelites were looking forward to a very special kingdom that would be established (Daniel 2:44), 

which would be ruled over by a king known as “Messiah” (Daniel 9:25-26).  

 

In the New Testament, the word “Christ” is from the Greek word “Christos,” which is equivalent to the Hebrew 

word for “Messiah,” which means “Anointed One.”   

 

When the New Testament spoke of Jesus as “Jesus Christ,” they were not giving us His first and last names.  His 

name “is” Jesus; He “was” the Messiah.  Jesus was the looked-for Messiah.  

 

When Jesus, the Christ, came, His message was Matthew 4:17 – “…Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” NKJV 

 

In other words, “The time has come for the fulfillment of all the Old Testament promises and prophecies regarding 

the kingdom.”  
 

I. Kingdom   

 

The word “Kingdom” (which means “reign” or “rule”) is found in the Bible 342 times (158 in the New Testament; 

127 in the Gospels, 31 in Acts-Revelation).  

 

Basically, the word refers to “the rule of God over His realm.” Sometimes this means the whole world or even the 

entire universe, for God controls everything. Usually, however, the phrase is used to describe God’s special rule in 

the hearts and lives of His people - those who have submitted themselves to His authority. 

 

Preaching about the kingdom of God was a hot topic in the first century church. John the Baptist preached the 

kingdom (Matthew 3:2). Jesus taught more lessons about the Kingdom than anybody else.  He used the expression 

kingdom over 120 times on 30 different occasions.   

 

The apostle John preached the kingdom (Revelation 1:9). The twelve apostles preached the kingdom (Matthew 

10:7). The seventy preached it (Luke 10:9). Philip preached it (Acts 8:12). Barnabas preached it (Acts 14:20–22). 

Paul preached it (Acts 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31). James preached it (James 2:5). Peter preached it (2 Peter 1:11).  
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At least 90 of the early preachers preached the same subject! It must be an important subject for us to preach today.  

 

Primarily through parables, Jesus taught us that the Kingdom was original and distinctive – there had never been 

anything like it before or would ever be again! 

 

Jesus taught that the Kingdom is invisible and eternal (Luke 1:33; Hebrews 1:8); that the Kingdom is universal in 

scope and design – it wasn’t geographical - all men everywhere are welcome to be citizens; that the kingdom can only 

be entered by developing a relationship with the king (Matthew 7:21-23); that the kingdom was present and upon 

them, yet future at the time Jesus was on earth (Matthew 3:1-2; 16:28); that the kingdom would come with power 

and they would see and know it when it did (Mark 9:1).   

 

Jesus taught that being a citizen of the kingdom of God was ultimately the most important decision that anyone would 

ever make (Matthew 13:45-46).   

 

The Jews expected a political kingdom, in which the Jewish nation, under their Messiah, would rule the world.  That’s 

what Herod believed so he tried to kill Jesus when he heard that the king of Israel had been born (Matthew 2:2).  

John the Baptist expected a political kingdom (Matthew 11:3), and so did the apostles until after the resurrection. 

 

However, Jesus made it very clear that His Kingdom was moral and spiritual, not political or physical like earthly 

kingdoms: John 18:36 – “…“My kingdom is not of this world…” NKJV 

 

The kingdom of God would reign in the hearts and minds of men and through their hearts control and transform their 

lives: 

 

Luke 17:20-21: “Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He 

answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ 

or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” NKJV 

 

II.  The King 

 

A kingdom requires a king - God said Jesus was the king in Psalm 2:6! Jesus said He was the king in Luke 23:3 – 

“Then Pilate asked Him, saying, ‘Are You the king of the Jews?’ He answered him and said, ‘It is as you say.’” 

NKJV 
 

The scriptures show us that Jesus is the King whom God has exalted to his right hand where He now reigns on His 

throne: 

 

Acts 2:30-33: “Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would 

set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was 

not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are 

witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise 

of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.” ESV 

 

More than once, the enthusiastic crowds in Jerusalem wanted to crown Him king, but Jesus avoided them.  Even 

though He knew that He was born for the purpose of being the king, He would not accept the earthly title of the king 

of the Jews.   
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III. When was the kingdom established 

  

Some believe that the kingdom of God is something only in the future; that we are still waiting for Jesus to come back 

to this earth and set up His kingdom. But according to the New Testament, the kingdom is in existence right now on 

the earth, and has been since the time of the apostles.  

 

The phrase “kingdom of God” is found throughout the Scriptures and is used synonymously in the New Testament 

with “kingdom of heaven” - Matthew 19:23–24: “Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that 

it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” NKJV 
 

The phrases “kingdom of God” and “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of Christ” do not refer to three different 

kingdoms, but to the same institution – the church! 

 

Daniel 7:13-14: “I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the 

clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was 

given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one 

which shall not be destroyed.” NKJV 

 

Matthew 16:18-19: “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the 

gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 

you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” NKJV 

 

Ephesians 5:5 – “For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, 

has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.” NKJV 

 

Throughout the New Testament, the church (the people who have submitted to Christ’s authority) is referred to as 

God’s special kingdom which He rules today. The kingdom of Christ or the church was established in Jerusalem on 

the day of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2.  

 

Every scripture speaking of the Kingdom BEFORE Acts 2 speaks of it as being in the future: 

 

Daniel 2:44 – “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be 

destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these 

kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” NKJV 

 

Matthew 4:17 – “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” NKJV 

 

Mark 9:1 – “And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste 

death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.” NKJV 

 

When Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He said it would not be eaten again until “the kingdom of God” came: 

Luke 22:14-18: “When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. Then He said to 

them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I will 

no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, 

“Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the 

kingdom of God comes.” NKJV 

 

In the Book of Acts and in the Epistles, the church partook of the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:17–

34).  
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Every scripture speaking of the Kingdom AFTER Acts 2 speaks of it as being in existence and that Jesus is ruling:   

 

Romans 14:16-17: “Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; for the kingdom of God is not eating 

and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” NKJV 

 

Colossians 1:13-14: “For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred (conveyed, 

translated, brought us into, set us up in) us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and 

forgave our sins.” NLT 

 

Revelation 1:9 – “I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of 

Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus 

Christ.” NKJV 

 

In Revelation 1:9, John states that he was a member of Christ’s kingdom, and that Christians were being persecuted 

because they were “in the kingdom.” He couldn’t have been a member if it didn’t exist yet.  

 

Revelation 12:10 – “Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused 

them before our God day and night, has been cast down.” NKJV 

 

Revelation 17:14 – “These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of 

lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” NKJV 

 

Revelation 19:16 – “And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD 

OF LORDS.” NKJV 
 

The church is in the kingdom of heaven – the church is the kingdom of God on earth – the church is the kingdom of 

Christ! 

 

The kingdom of God came with power on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given and the church was 

born.   

 

This coming was made possible by the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

The Bible is clear - the church on earth and the kingdom on earth are one and the same! 

 

Jesus now sits on His throne, where He has been reigning and ruling over His kingdom since His return to heaven and 

will do so until He returns.  When He comes again, it will be to end His current reign, not begin it.   

 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28: “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in 

Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 

afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God 

the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all 

enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. For “He has put all things under His 

feet.” But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under Him is 

excepted. Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who 

put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.” NKJV 
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IV. Conclusion 

 

The church is the body of Christ, with Jesus as the head of this body and the church is in the kingdom. So to be in the 

church means we are in the kingdom, with Christ as the king. How do we enter the kingdom – become a citizen?  By 

being in the church!  How do we get in the church?  By using the key!  Peter was given the keys to the kingdom in 

Matthew 16:19 – “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven…” NKJV 

 

What is the key – the gospel: Matthew 24:14 – “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world 

as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” NKJV 

 

We are all born American citizens because of our physical birth. But Christ’s kingdom is a spiritual kingdom – it 

takes a spiritual birth to become a member! Jesus said that one enters the kingdom by being born of the water and 

the Spirit:  

 

John 3:3-5: “Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 

see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 

second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 

born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” NKJV 
 

Though the kingdom of God has already come for us in the form of the church, there is a sense in which we can still 

pray for the kingdom to come.  You see, when you say “Thy kingdom come” you are inviting Jesus to be the king of 

your life – your Lord and your Savior.  

 

When we ask this we are also praying for the ultimate fulfillment of the Kingdom when Jesus comes back and takes 

us back to heaven – the second coming of Jesus! 

 

Acts 2:36-47: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 

the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let 

every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the 

Lord our God will call.” And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from 

this perverse generation.” Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three 

thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in 

the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their 

possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in 

the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 

praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were 

being saved.” NKJV 

 

Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, is coming back soon!  Is He your king – are you in the kingdom? If not… 

 


