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The Unseen Line 

 

The Book of Hebrews rebukes Christians who are spiritually immature, and warns us of the dangers of not growing 

beyond the first principles, of not growing from spiritual infancy/childhood to spiritual maturity, from needing milk to 

being able to eat solid food.   

 

Hebrews 2:1-3: “So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift away from it. For 

the message God delivered through angels has always stood firm, and every violation of the law and every act 

of disobedience was punished. So what makes us think we can escape if we ignore this great salvation that was 

first announced by the Lord Jesus himself and then delivered to us by those who heard him speak?” NLT 

 

The Greek word translated “drift away” literally means to “flow past, flow beside, to slip away, to slip from ones 

memory, wash away, drift away” like a piece of wood washing out to sea, or a ship slipping from its mooring or 

getting off course, or a valuable ring slipping off your finger, or a long-distance runner taking a wrong turn on a 

course, or pouring water into a rusty bucket! The idea is that if we do not pay attention to the Word of God, we will 

begin to drift away from the Lord.   

 

Verse 3 says that a person who drifts away from God is ignoring/neglecting/being careless with the salvation of his 

soul! How do people drift/neglect/ignore?   

 

By refusing to hear God’s word: Zechariah 7:11-12: “Your ancestors refused to listen to this message. They 

stubbornly turned away and put their fingers in their ears to keep from hearing. 
 
They made their hearts as 

hard as stone, so they could not hear the instructions or the messages that the Lord of Heaven’s Armies had 

sent them by his Spirit through the earlier prophets…” NLT 

 

By giving in to the pleasures of this life: Luke 8:14 – “The seeds that fell among the thorns represent those who 

hear the message, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares and riches and pleasures of this 

life.  And so they never grow into maturity.” NLT 

 

2 Timothy 4:10 - “…Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world.” NKJV   

 

When we fall in love with this world, we fall out of love with God, and if we let lust and pride and pleasure take us 

away from God, we will lose our souls in hell:  

 

Galatians 5:21 – “…of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice 

such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” NKJV  

 

Jesus brought us a great salvation, because God loves us and wants to save everyone.  But instead, lives are being 

wasted, minds are being destroyed, misery and dissatisfaction are running rampant throughout the world, all because 

people actually try to ignore and escape God.  On the Day of Judgment, no man will succeed in avoiding God! 

Hebrews 4:13 – “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, 

and he is the one to whom we are accountable.” NLT 

 

Hebrews 5:12-14: “You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need 

someone to teach you again the basic things about God’s word. You are like babies who need milk and cannot 

eat solid food. For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t know how to do what is right. Solid 

food is for those who are mature, who through training have the skill to recognize the difference between right 

and wrong.” NLT 
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Hebrews 6:4-6: “For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those who were once enlightened—those who 

have experienced the good things of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the 

word of God and the power of the age to come—and who then turn away from God. It is impossible to bring 

such people back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of God, they themselves are nailing him to the cross once 

again and holding him up to public shame.” NLT 

 

The message is clear – if we “drift away” (Hebrews 2:1-3), if we do not go on to “maturity” (Hebrews 5:12-14), 

we will be in danger of apostatizing, or completely “falling away” from the faith (Hebrews 6:6).   

 

To “apostatize” or “fall away” is the greatest crime, for it means that a person who was once a Christian now 

despises Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.  No sin could be greater - no consequence more terrifying!  

 

Hebrews 12:29 – “For our God is a consuming fire.” NKJV 

 

These passages in Hebrews are not talking about the ordinary shortcomings and failures that go with human 

weakness.  “Falling short” is not the same as “falling away.”   

We all sin, but 1 John 1:9 - “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.” NKJV  

 

However, if we continue to “live” in persistent sin we can reach the point of no return – a line beyond which, if we 

cross over, we cannot be retrieved, because the love that was once in our hearts has grown cold, our hearts are hard 

and dead, and we have reached a point where we can no longer turn from our sin: 

 

“There is a time, we know not when, a point we know not where 
 That marks the destiny of men, for glory or despair 
There is a line, by us unseen, that crosses every path; 
 The hidden boundary between God’s patience and His wrath!” 

 

The Bible clearly teaches us that it is possible to fall away from the Lord forever, that we can allow our hearts to 

become so hard we can’t repent. This danger is not imaginary, but very real! 

 

I. Warnings against apostasy 

 

Several Bible passages clearly warn us about the possibility and danger of becoming an apostate, or falling away.  If a 

Christian could not fall from grace, these warnings would be meaningless.  Their very existence proves that Christians 

can fall from grace: Ezekiel 18:20-24: “The person who sins is the one who will die. The child will not be 

punished for the parent’s sins, and the parent will not be punished for the child’s sins. Righteous people will be 

rewarded for their own righteous behavior, and wicked people will be punished for their own wickedness. But 

if wicked people turn away from all their sins and begin to obey my decrees and do what is just and right, they 

will surely live and not die. All their past sins will be forgotten, and they will live because of the righteous 

things they have done. “Do you think that I like to see wicked people die? says the Sovereign Lord. Of course 

not! I want them to turn from their wicked ways and live. However, if righteous people turn from their 

righteous behavior and start doing sinful things and act like other sinners, should they be allowed to live? No, 

of course not! All their righteous acts will be forgotten, and they will die for their sins.” NLT 

 

Matthew 5:13 – “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then 

good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” NKJV 

 

Matthew 24:11-13: “Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will 

abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” NKJV 
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Romans 11:22 – “Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward 

you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.” NKJV 

 

1 Corinthians 9:27 - “I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear 

that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.” NLT 

 

1 Corinthians 10:12 – “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” NKJV 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5 - “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know 

yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.” NKJV 

 

Hebrews 3:12-14: “Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and 

unbelieving, turning you away from the living God. You must warn each other every day, while it is still 

“today,” so that none of you will be deceived by sin and hardened against God. For if we are faithful to the 

end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first believed, we will share in all that belongs to Christ.” NLT 

 

Hebrews 4:1 – “God’s promise of entering his rest still stands, so we ought to tremble with fear that some of 

you might fail to experience it.” NLT 

 

Hebrews 4:11 – “So let us do our best to enter that rest. But if we disobey God, as the people of Israel did, we 

will fall.” NLT  

 

2 Peter 2:20-22: “And when people escape from the wickedness of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ and then get tangled up and enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than before. It would be 

better if they had never known the way to righteousness than to know it and then reject the command they 

were given to live a holy life. They prove the truth of this proverb: “A dog returns to its vomit.” And another 

says, “A washed pig returns to the mud.” NLT 

 

Revelation 3:5 – “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from 

the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” NKJV 

 

II. Examples of apostasy 

 

In the Old Testament, the Jewish people fell many times over a long period which culminated in the northern kingdom 

of Israel being destroyed by the Assyrians and the southern kingdom taken into captivity by the Babylonians. Their 

struggles began immediately after God led them out of Egyptian slavery (1 Corinthians 10:1-11).   

 

In New Testament times, many Christians “fell away,” and many Christians “fall away” today.  Ananias and 

Sapphira lied to God (Acts 5:1-11); the Christians at the church in Ephesus left their first love (Revelation 2:1-7); the 

Christians at Pergamos compromised with false teachers and immoral leaders (Revelation 2:12-17); the Christians at 

Thyatira were immoral and corrupt (Revelation 2:18-29); the Christians at Sardis were spiritually dead (Revelation 

3:1-6); the Christians at Laodicea were lukewarm (Revelation 3:14-22).  Other examples include: 

 

Judas Iscariot: Luke 22:3 – “Then Satan entered into Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve disciples…” 

NLT  

 

Mark 14:21 – “The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son 

of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born.” NKJV 
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Acts 1:25 – “…to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he 

might go to his own place.” NKJV 

 

Disciples of Jesus: John 6:66-69: “From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no 

more. Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”  But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, 

to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know that You are 

the Christ, the Son of the living God.” NKJV 

 

Simon the Sorcerer: Acts 8:18-24: “When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid their 

hands on people, he offered them money to buy this power. “Let me have this power, too,” he exclaimed, “so 

that when I lay my hands on people, they will receive the Holy Spirit!” But Peter replied, “May your money be 

destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift can be bought! You can have no part in this, for your heart is not 

right with God. Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil thoughts, 

for I can see that you are full of bitter jealousy and are held captive by sin.” “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon 

exclaimed, “that these terrible things you’ve said won’t happen to me!” NLT 

 

Christians in the Galatian church: Galatians 5:4 – “You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt 

to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.” NKJV 

 

Hymenaeus and Alexander: 1 Timothy 1:19-20: “For some people have deliberately violated their consciences; 

as a result, their faith has been shipwrecked. Hymenaeus and Alexander are two examples. I threw them out 

and handed them over to Satan so they might learn not to blaspheme God.” NLT 

 

Those who are deceived: 1 Timothy 4:1-2: “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart 

from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their 

own conscience seared with a hot iron…” NKJV 

 

Those who love money more than God: 1 Timothy 6:10 – “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, 

for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many 

sorrows.” NKJV 

 

Hymenaeus and Philetus: 2 Timothy 2:16-18: “Avoid worthless, foolish talk that only leads to more godless 

behavior. This kind of talk spreads like cancer, as in the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. They have left the 

path of truth, claiming that the resurrection of the dead has already occurred; in this way, they have turned 

some people away from the faith.” NLT 

 

III. Fate of the apostate 

 

John 15:5-6: “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and 

they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.” NKJV 
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IV. The cure for apostasy 

 

2 Peter 1:5-10: “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 

and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing 

measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from 

their past sins. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For 

if you do these things, you will never stumble…” NIV 

 

If one is not progressing in the faith, he will be falling away from it. If we are not growing, we are dying! So, what are 

we to do if we find ourselves in a fallen condition?  1 John 1:8-10: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not 

in us.” NKJV 

 

The Bible does give us assurance of our salvation: John 10:27-28: “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me.” 

NLT 

 

But it “does not” teach that Christians “cannot” fall from grace. The idea that it is impossible for a Christian to fall 

from grace and be lost is not taught in the Bible!  

 

Revelation 2:10 – “…Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” NKJV 

 


