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Temptation 

 

Matthew 6:9–13: “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For 

Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” NKJV 

 

James 1:12 – “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the 

crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” NKJV 

 

The basic meaning of the word “tempt” (Greek word is peirazó) is “to test, try, prove” or “to put to a trial.”  

 

The word is used in Matthew 16:1 (and similar passages) for the Pharisees’ testing of Jesus; in 2 Corinthians 13:5 

where Christians are told to test themselves; in John 6:6, where Jesus tested Philip; and in James 1:2-3 where the 

faith of Christians is tested! 

 

However, most of the time in the New Testament, the word refers to “an allurement to evil” or “being tempted to 

sin.”  
 

1 John 2:15-17: “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – 

is not of the Father but is of the world.  And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the 

will of God abides forever.” NKJV 

 

I. Lust of the flesh 

 

Galatians 5:16-17: “So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful 

nature (flesh) craves. The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. 

And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are 

constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.” NLT 

 

When you become a Christian, a civil war begins on the inside! There is that new nature that wants to serve God and 

that old nature that doesn’t want to die.  The Bible calls these desires of the old nature “the lust of the flesh.” These 

are primarily material desires like gluttony, laziness, drunkenness, immorality, perversion, etc.   

 

This is Satan’s appeal to your old nature (not just your physical body), and it deals with our “passions.”  God has 

given us certain normal hungers, appetites, ambitions, and sex drives. What Satan wants to do is take all of these 

normal appetites and corrupt them and pervert them.  You see, sin is an abuse of something that is good, because the 

devil doesn’t have any raw materials to work with. Anything bad is a perversion of something that is good!  

 

Galatians 5:19-21: “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, 

heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told 

you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” NKJV 
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II.  Lust of the eyes 

 

The “the lust of the flesh” deals with our passions, the “lust of the eyes” deals with our “possessions.” Have you 

ever heard “just feast your eyes upon that?”   

 

The “lust of the flesh” deals with doing, the “lust of the eyes” deals with having, not merely to have and to own 

things, but to want more than we need and to be dissatisfied with what we have.  

 

“We buy things we don’t need with money we don’t have to impress people we don’t like, and just about the time 

you catch up with the Smith/Jones they refinance, and the whole process starts again!”  
 

Proverbs 11:28 - “Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.” NIV  

 

Proverbs 15:16 – “Better to have little with fear for the Lord, than to have great treasure and inner turmoil.” 

NLT   

 

Proverbs 16:8 – “Better is a little with righteousness, than vast revenues without justice.”  NLT  

 

Proverbs 23:4-5:  “Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich.  Be wise enough to know when to quit. In the 

blink of an eye wealth disappears, for it will sprout wings and fly away like an eagle.”  NLT   

 

Proverbs 28:6 – “Better to be poor and honest than to be dishonest and rich.” NLT 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 - “Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied 

with his income. This too is meaningless.” NIV   

 

Luke 12:15 - “Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much 

you own.” NLT 

 

1 Timothy 6:9-10: “But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and 

harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of 

evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many 

sorrows.”  NLT 
 

Hebrews 13:5 – “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God 

has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” NIV 

 

Is there any material possession you wouldn’t let go of if it meant going to heaven? One thing is for sure – when we 

die, nothing we have ever owned will matter, everything we have ever done will! 
 

Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” NKJV 

 

Matthew 6:24 – “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” NLT 

 

“The veil of money has never been about how much money you have but about how much 
money has you!”  2 Corinthians 6:10 – “Our hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor, but we give 

spiritual riches to others. We own nothing, and yet we have everything.” NLT 
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III. Pride of life 

 

The “the lust of the flesh” deals with our passions (doing); the “lust of the eyes” deals with our possessions 

(having); the “pride of life” deals with our “position in life” (being).   

 

The world says “be somebody, be famous, be rich, have things,” God says “be like Jesus.”  

 

What motivates you?  Is the first thing in your life to be a Godly person, to seek the kingdom of God, or are you 

trying to be a successful person, more concerned about material things than spiritual? Are you more concerned with 

success than building your Godly character?  Matthew 5:6 - “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be filled.” NKJV 
 

Psalm 18:27 – “You rescue the humble, but you humiliate the proud.” NLT 

 

Psalm 101:5 – “…I will not endure conceit and pride.” NLT 

 

Psalm 138:6 – “Though the Lord is great, He cares for the humble, but He keeps his distance from the proud.” 

NLT 

 

Proverbs 16:5 – “The Lord detests the proud; they will surely be punished.” NLT 

 

Proverbs 21:4 – “Haughty eyes, a proud heart, and evil actions are all sin.” NLT 

 

Proverbs 29:23 – “Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor.” NLT 

 

Isaiah 2:11 – “Human pride will be brought down, and human arrogance will be humbled. Only the Lord will 

be exalted on that day of judgment.” NLT 

 

Isaiah 13:11 – “I, the Lord, will punish the world for its evil and the wicked for their sin. I will crush the 

arrogance of the proud and humble the pride of the mighty.” NLT 

 

Luke 14:11 - “For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted.” NLT 

 

IV. Adam and Eve 

 

Genesis 3:6 – “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food (lust of flesh), that it was pleasant to the 

eyes (lust of the eyes, possession), and a tree desirable to make one wise (pride of life), she took of its fruit and 

ate.  She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” NKJV   

 

 

“Eve was deceived - Adam sinned with his eyes wide open.” She gave in to her passions (food); wanted to possess it 

(pleasing to the eyes); thought she could raise her position in life (make her wise).  In so doing, she sinned. 

 

“Ever since the Garden of Eden, the devil has used a devastatingly deceptive device called the short-step method to 

drive a wedge between man and God. He puts forth every effort to cause us to take that first short step. After the 

first step has been taken, the second one does not look so bad. The third gets even easier! And so it goes, one short 

step after another until a real tragedy occurs – total apostasy and eternal damnation.”  
 

Avon Malone - “The Devil Goes a Long Way, but he takes short steps!”  
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V.  Jesus 

 

Hebrews 4:15 – “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 

points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” NKJV   

 

Matthew 4:3 – “…If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” NKJV   

   

Matthew 4:6 – “…If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down.” NKJV  

  

Matthew 4:9 – “…All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” NKJV   

 

Jesus’ temptations fell into the same categories that ours do – “lust of the flesh” (bread for hunger); “lust of the 

eyes” (all that He saw); “pride of life” (God wouldn’t allow Him to be hurt).  

You may think that Jesus never experienced the temptations you face, but if He was capable of being tempted, then 

He was capable of giving in and sinning, otherwise, there was no temptation.  Because of this, Jesus has compassion 

on us; He is not cold and unfeeling. He fully sympathizes with us. 

 

Hebrews 2:18 – “For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.” 

NKJV   
 

Though Jesus was divine and could have driven Satan off easily, He chose to use the same tools that we have – the 

word of God! Every time Satan hit Him with another temptation, Jesus quoted from the scriptures.    

 

He overcame - and He showed us how to do the same. His powerful example in resisting shows that we can too: 1 

Peter 2:21 - “…Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps...” NKJV 
 

The only way we will be able to hold our ground against Satan’s deceptions is to saturate ourselves with the truth of 

God’s Word. Psalm 119:11 – “I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” NLT 

 

The world system is a system that deals with passion, possession and position, with doing and having and being. 

God wants you in the business of doing, having and being, but in the right way.   

 

You want something to do?  Serve God.  You want something to have?  Give your heart to Jesus and the Bible says 

all things are yours; the meek shall inherit the earth. You want to be somebody?  Give your heart and life to Jesus and 

then you will be a child of God.  Why settle for second best – doing, having and being are found in the Lord Jesus!  


