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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Our Golden Calf 

 
Exodus 32:1-6: “When the people saw how 
long it was taking Moses to come back 
down the mountain, they gathered around 
Aaron. “Come on,” they said, “make us 
some gods who can lead us. We don’t know 
what happened to this fellow Moses, who 
brought us here from the land of Egypt.” “So 
Aaron said, “Take the gold rings from the 
ears of your wives and sons and daughters, 
and bring them to me.”  “All the people took 
the gold rings from their ears and brought 
them to Aaron. Then Aaron took the gold, 
melted it down, and molded it into the 
shape of a calf. When the people saw it, they 
exclaimed, “O Israel, these are the gods who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt!” Aa-
ron saw how excited the people were, so he 
built an altar in front of the calf. Then he 
announced, “Tomorrow will be a festival to 
the Lord!” The people got up early the next 
morning to sacrifice burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. After this, they celebrated 
with feasting and drinking, and they in-
dulged in pagan revelry.” NLT 

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 20, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements…………...John Wilson 
Song Leader………………...Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..George & Peggy 
                                          Burnett 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh 
                                           
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, John Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#2 
Children’s Home……………Sugar 
Gift Bag Item for September……..Word Search  
                                                      Puzzle Books 
 
September 24…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                              (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
September 26……. Breakfast & Workday  
                               (7:30 a.m.) 
October 4…………..Homecoming 
October 11………...Baby Girl Shower 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 20, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer  ................... Leonard Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......62 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….84 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….38 
Wednesday Worship…………………….38 
Contribution…...........................$1,854.50 
 

 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
friends, the bars, the local drug dealer, the 
internet, the refrigerator, pornography, sex-
ual immorality! 
 
None of us are immune to Satan’s traps if 
we play around with the world. You might 
think that it couldn’t happen to you. “I’m 
too wise for that. I’m too close to God for 
that. I can watch the bad movies, read the 
pornographic magazines, listen to the 
worldly music, go to the worldly parties or 
be a part of the world’s crowd and still live 
for God because I’m a strong Christian.” 
 
If you are doing those things, it proves two 
things - you aren’t living for God and you 
aren’t a strong Christian at all! If you 
were, you would not be in those places and 
doing those things at all. Living a sinful, 
worldly lifestyle brings doom, gloom, de-
feat, and ultimately death! 
 
It’s your choice to hang around the wrong 
crowd. It’s your choice to obey or not obey 
God. You live and die by your choices to 
live for God or for the devil! Just remember, 
if you do turn your back on God, you have 
no one to blame but yourself. 
 
So whose side do you choose? Will you 
serve God or will you serve the devil? It’s 
your decision – be careful of the choice you 
make. It may be your last! 
 
Is there a Golden Calf idol in your life right 
now? Is there anything that stands between 
you and God? Is your relationship with Je-
sus as strong as it should be? If not, make 
the choice right now to serve Him with all 
your heart!  

The Best Response to the Marriage Decision? 
 

Since the June 26th marriage decision by the U.S. Su-
preme Court, I’ve read many reactions. It seems that 
most people in our circles are disappointed and some 
are even fearful. 
 
Rod Dreher (Time) suggested that “…Christians must 
now learn to live as exiles in our own country.” In 
Dreher’s conclusion, he referred to Benedict of 
Nursia, a young religious man who left the chaos of 
Rome to go to the woods and pray. His response has 
been called the Benedict Option. 
 
Is that the best option? Is a retreat to the country and 
withdrawal from pop-culture our next move? I think 
not. 
 
We must remember that we aren’t alone. The wildfire 
may burn all around us, but through the smoke and 
flames there are others just like us. And, we must 
remember that divine commission is to “go,” not re-
treat. We must continue in the culture and make dis-
ciples. 
 
People are no more lost now than they have ever 
been, and Jesus is no less Saviour now than He will 
ever be. We must not cower in our congregations as 
though God has lost anything. 
 
The only decision handed down that matters most is 
that the gates of hell cannot prevail against His 
church!    
 
In times like these, we have at least two exciting pos-
sibilities before us: we can pray and work for a great 
revival among believers and a greater gospel impact 
with the current culture. Think about it--has there 
ever existed a more advantageous time to stand in 
stark contrast to the world, to present a true counter-
culture, to model the gospel? If we stand firm and 
lovingly for truth, if we distinguish ourselves from 
the prevailing understanding of morality, then those 
outside our belief system will ultimately know that 
it’s not about us, but about our Lord! 
 
Bill Wheeler 

 
 
 

Prayers 

 

Those on the prayer list are: Glenda Tar-
water,  Leonard Wilson, Coy Burnett,  
Ollie Kirksey, Shelby Crouch, Ron Ellis, 
Jo West, J.R. Cartillar, Ruby Hood, Arvel 
Pratt, Ruby Latimer, Geoffrey Shaw, Lin-
da Mosby, Ann Johnson, Becky Brown, 
Belle Burnett, Sophia Barton, Francis An-
drews, Lorri Petty, Donna Leonard, Wil-
liam Bush, Thomas Reynolds, Dean 
Compton,   Pamella Martin, Renee Keif-
er, Roy Asher. 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary 
Armstrong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of 
Kathy Pulley who passed away Saturday. 
 

Announcements 
 

We rejoice that Edward Hood was bap-
tized Saturday. 
 
Homecoming is scheduled for Sunday, 
October 4th. Guest speaker is Mark Stin-
nett. A potluck will follow the morning 
service.  Hosts & hostesses are Rick & 
Sandra Phillips and Sherman & Linda Cul-
lum. 

Instead of trusting in God and waiting on 
Him, the Israelites denied, rejected, and re-
belled against God, choosing to do their 
own thing and go their own way! Do you 
wonder why this happened so quickly? Let 
me share two reasons with you. 
 
One reason was that when they left Egypt 
they took some of the friendly Egyptians 
with them (Exodus 12:38). These Egyptians 
may have been friendly to the Jews but they 
were not friends at all. The devil put them 
there to cause dissension in the ranks and to 
tempt Israel to turn their back on God. He 
will do the same to us! 
 
There will always be those who will try to 
hang around you and try to persuade you to 
party with them, go places where you 
should not go and do things that you know 
you should not do. Satan puts these so-
called friends in our lives to trip us up and 
get us to turn our backs on God. You will be 
influenced by anyone and everyone that you 
hang around with, so choose your friends 
carefully. 1 Corinthians 15:33 - “Do not 
be deceived; evil companionships corrupt 
good morals.”  ASV 
 
You cannot live a victorious life for God 
and be too friendly with those who live for 
the devil. The battles we fight are hard 
enough with the right people around us and 
nearly impossible to win with the wrong 
people around us.  
  
A second reason is that our spirit can be 
willing but our flesh is weak. We do good 
for a while, but when the going gets tough 
and our faith is tested, we run as quickly as 
we can to our golden calves – worldly 


