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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Web Site 
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Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Has American “Christianity” Basically Become Idolatry? 

Wes McAdams (adapted) 
 
It seems to me that what is commonly called 
“Christianity” in our culture is not only 
very dissimilar to biblical Christianity, but it actually 
seems more akin to idolatry than Christianity. I’m not 
talking about bowing down to a statue; I’m talking about 
some of the real heart issues behind idolatry. Here are 
some reasons why many of us may be more guilty of 
idolatry than we think! 
 
God has become a means to an end: An idolatrous god 
is simply a means to an end. The ancients would worship 
a fertility goddess in order to be fertile. They would make 
sacrifices to the god of war in order to have victory on 
the battlefield. They would try to please the god of the 
seas in order to ensure a safe voyage. 
 
The God of the Bible, on the other hand, is not worshiped 
as a means to an end. God is to be worshiped because He 
Himself is the end; He is the object of our pursuit. We are 
told to seek Him in order that we might find Him: Acts 
17:27 - “...that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually 
not far from each one of us…” ESV 
 
Hebrews 11:6 - “And without faith it is impossible to 
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
seek him.” ESV 
 
Not in order that we might find all the physical things – 
or even eternal things – we want. 
 

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 13, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer .................... Leonard Wilson 
Announcements…………...Doug Wilson 
Song Leader………………...Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..David & Jeanie 
                                          Wilson                                                                           
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh 
                                           
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, John Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#1 
Children’s Home……………Corn Chips 
Gift Bag Item for September……..Word Search  
                                                      Puzzle Books 
September 17…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                              (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
September 19…….Children’s Mission Group 
September 26……...Workday & Breakfast  
                                (7:30 a.m.) 
September 26……. Children’s Home of  
                               Paragould Homecoming 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 13, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......63 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….63 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….37 
Wednesday Worship…………………….26 
Contribution….......................................NA 
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Likewise, we have tried to personalize our 
God. Statements like, “Well, I just don’t be-
lieve in a God like that” pass as legitimate 
theological arguments in our culture. It 
seems we actually think we can choose who 
God is. 
 
Biblically, of course, that’s not how it works. 
God is God and we are not. He doesn’t need 
our permission to be who He is! 
 
The Bible has become a soothsayer: A 
prophet or soothsayer of an idolatrous god 
can tell people whatever they want to hear. 
He can throw bones on the ground, read a 
palm, or gaze into a crystal ball and say, 
“The gods are pleased with you and they 
say you will have a bountiful harvest this 
season.” 
 
There were certainly many false prophets like 
that in Old Testament times and the apostles 
warned there would even be false teachers 
who would wear the name of Christ: 
 
2 Timothy 4:3-4: “For the time is coming 
when people will not endure sound teach-
ing, but having itching ears they will accu-
mulate for themselves teachers to suit their 
own passions, and will turn away from lis-
tening to the truth and wander off into 
myths.” ESV 
 
Not only do we have many false teachers to-
day, but many of us actually do this to our-
selves without realizing it. We open the Bible, 
pull a verse completely out of context, and 
act as if that verse is our “fortune cookie” 
for the day. 
 
If we want to get to know the actual God of 
the Bible, His will for us, and His scheme of 
redemption, we can’t treat the Bible like a 
box of fortune cookies. But sadly, many don’t 
really want to know the God of the Bible! 
 

The bottom line is this, it is easy to create your 
own god without even realizing it. It’s even easy 
to call His name “Jesus.” But that doesn’t make 
what you’re doing Christianity. 
 
Christianity is about discovering truth. It is 
about being brought into fellowship “...with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 
1:3). It is about seeking Him and His will. It is 
about bringing glory to Him. It is about dying to 
self and living for Him – and with Him – for 
eternity. 
 

Colossians 3:1-11: “If then you have been 
raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory. Put to 
death therefore what is earthly in 
you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. On account of these the wrath of 
God is coming. In these you too once 
walked, when you were living in 
them. But now you must put them all 
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie 
to one another, seeing that you have put 
off the old self with its practices and have 
put on the new self, which is being re-
newed in knowledge after the image of its 
creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbari-
an, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, 
and in all.” ESV 

 
 

******************************** 

 

Prayers 

 

Those on the prayer list are: Glenda Tar-
water,  Leonard Wilson, Coy Burnett,  
Ollie Kirksey, Shelby Crouch, Ron Ellis, 
Jo West, J.R. Cartillar, Ruby Hood, Arvel 
Pratt, Ruby Latimer, Geoffrey Shaw, Lin-
da Mosby, Ann Johnson, Becky Brown, 
Belle Burnett,  Lorri Petty, Donna Leon-
ard, Kathy Pulley, William Bush, Thomas 
Reynolds, Dean Compton,  and Pamela 
Martin! 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary 
Armstrong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 
 

Announcements 
 

Change for Children Cans will need to be 
turned in by Sunday, September 20. 
 
Special thanks to all who gave pillows to 
the Children’s Home in Paragould. A total 
of 27 pillows were donated. 
 

**************** 

 
Wise men talk because they have 
something to say; fools, because they 
have to say something. 
 

But many of us have turned God into a means 
to an end. We are worshiping Him and serv-
ing Him in order for Him to give us the things 
we want. And it isn’t just the “health and 
wealth” preachers who think this way. Even 
when talking about heaven, many use terms 
like, “That big fishin’ hole in the sky.”  
 
They worship God because they see Him as 
the One who can provide the stuff they want, 
now and for eternity. 
 
But God is not just a gift giver, He Himself is 
the gift! If you are just seeking the things God 
can give you, and not God Himself, then you 
don’t understand the God of the Bible. If you 
don’t see that the greatest blessing of Christi-
anity is reconciliation with God (2 Corinthi-
ans 5), then you really don’t understand the 
Gospel! 
 
A persona l  G od  has become 
a Personalized God: An idol is a man-made 
thing and the god it represents is also man-
made. Therefore it can be personalized to 
whatever the idol-worshiper wants it to 
be. An idol is a personalized god. 
 
The God of the Bible is a personal God, but 
He is NOT a personalized God. He is a per-
sonal God because He knows and loves us 
personally, knowing every hair on our heads 
(Matthew 10:30). And He is personal because 
He cannot be worshiped, served, or obeyed 
vicariously. In order to be a Christian, a per-
son must personally believe in and follow 
Christ. 
 
However, many in our culture have tried to 
personalize God, the way we personalize eve-
rything else in our culture. We want to have 
everything our way. We want to decide 
the color, shape, and size of everything in our 
life. We don’t want our things to match our 
neighbor’s things; we want our stuff to be 
personalized. 


