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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
What is God doing? 

Jack Wilkie 
 
We all go through those times in life where we’re just not 
sure what’s going on. We just can’t seem to figure out 
what God is doing as we trudge through those difficul-
ties. I can’t possibly know what situation might come to 
mind for you, but I do know that I’m not the only one 
who has been there a time or two, and it’s an uneasy feel-
ing.  
 
Whether it’s a career issue, a sickness, a difficult relation-
ship, or anything else,  life’s difficult situations make it 
so hard to see God at work despite our prayers and faith 
in Him. It’s easy to feel stuck, or worse – forgotten. We 
turn into spiritual backseat drivers, questioning if He 
knows where He’s going and offering to take driving du-
ties for a few miles.  
 
As it grows harder to trust Him and see where He’s hear-
ing our prayers and opening the doors we need, the 
temptation grows stronger to just take things into our 
own hands. 
 
But as hopeless as our lives may seem from time to time, 
we rarely go through anything that compares to some of 
the situations in which God’s people found themselves in 
the Scriptures.  
 
One particularly strong example comes in the first few 
verses of Exodus 14, where God intentionally tells Moses 
to basically miss their exit – to go the wrong way instead 
of making a beeline to get out of Egypt. Why? 

Sunday Morning Servers 

September 6, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements…………...Rick Phillips 
Song Leader………………...Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella  
                                          Crouch                                           
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh                                           
                                           
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, John Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#4 
Children’s Home……………Decaff Tea Bags 
Gift Bag Item for September……..Word Search 
                                                        Puzzle Books 
 
September 10…….Celebrate  Recovery 
                              (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
September 26….Children’s Home of Paragould  
                           Homecoming 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

September 6,  2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Ronald Kirksey 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......55 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….82 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….30 
Wednesday Worship…………………….38 
Contribution…...........................$1,767,00 
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As for our lives, God often works the same 
way. Sometimes we find ourselves wondering 
just where He is and what He’s doing. We ask 
ourselves, “Why aren’t my prayers being 
answered?”  
 
Like Israel, sometimes He has to lead us into 
places and situations where only He can lead 
us out. Unlike Israel, though, we should know 
better than to complain. They had seen Him 
carry out the plagues. They knew His power 
firsthand! And yet they still doubted and 
complained: 
 
Exodus 14:10-12: “As Pharaoh approached, 
the people of Israel looked up and panicked 
when they saw the Egyptians overtaking 
them. They cried out to the Lord, and they 
said to Moses, “Why did you bring us out 
here to die in the wilderness? Weren’t there 
enough graves for us in Egypt? What have 
you done to us? Why did you make us 
leave Egypt? Didn’t we tell you this would 
happen while we were still in Egypt? We 
said, ‘Leave us alone! Let us be slaves to the 
Egyptians. It’s better to be a slave in Egypt 
than a corpse in the wilderness!’” NLT 
 
They were history’s most infamous backseat 
drivers, questioning Him at every turn. That’s 
precisely the moment at which Moses offered 
the biblical equivalent of “Oh yeah? Watch 
this.” 
 
Exodus 14:13-14: “But Moses told the peo-
ple, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and 
watch the Lord rescue you today. The Egyp-
tians you see today will never be seen 
again. The Lord himself will fight for you. 
Just stay calm.” NLT 
 
God parted an entire sea from shore to shore 
and let His people walk through on dry 
ground to save them from certain death. 
 
 

We haven’t seen God part the Red Sea or turn 
water into blood, but we have seen Him cleanse 
us from the stain of our sins. We know He can 
do the impossible. What we have to do is just 
keep praying, keep focusing on growing in His 
Word, keep doing His will, and keep strengthen-
ing our bond with our fellow Christians. He’ll 
come through for you in a way that will leave no 
doubt that He had a plan and that He was devel-
oping it all along. “He will fight for you while 
you keep silent.” We can take comfort in some-
thing the Israelites didn’t realize – God’s glory 
shines brightest when we are in situations that 
we could never hope to figure out on our own. 
 
In whatever difficulties we face, we have to real-
ize two things: 1) God is in control; 2) He 

has a purpose.  

 
When we complain, we show that we don’t trust 
Him. When we try to take control and make our 
own path apart from His will, we rob Him of the 
opportunity to work His perfect plan in our 
lives. But if we respond in faith and simply 
praise Him and rejoice in our trials, He carries 
out that plan and our lives reflect His glory to 
all who see. 
 

*************************** 
 
 
 
 
 

“Every evening I turn my worries 

over to God.  He's going to be up all 

night anyway.” Mary C. Crowley 

 

Matthew 6:34 – “So don’t worry 

about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

bring its own worries. Today’s trou-

ble is enough for today.” NLT  

 
 
 

Prayers 

 

Those on the prayer list are: Glenda Tar-
water,  Leonard Wilson, Coy Burnett,  
Ollie Kirksey, Shelby Crouch, Ron Ellis, 
Jo West, J.R. Cartillar, Ruby Hood, Arvel 
Pratt, Ruby Latimer, Geoffrey Shaw, Lin-
da Mosby, Ann Johnson, Becky Brown, 
Belle Burnett,  Lorri Petty, Donna Leon-
ard, Kathy Pulley, William Bush, Thomas 
Reynolds, Dean Compton,  and Pamela 
Martin! 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary 
Armstrong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 
 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to 
the family of Karen McFadden in the loss 
of her father! 
 

Announcements 
 

Change for Children Cans will need to be 
turned in by Sunday, September 20. 
 

************** 
 

 
Spend less time worrying about who’s 
right and more time deciding what’s 
right. 
 

So Pharaoh would find out that they were 
wandering and would decide to bring them 
back. As they saw Pharaoh approaching, it 
starts to make more sense as to why the peo-
ple of Israel said they had been brought out 
to die. The way it looked to them, God had 
abandoned them and Moses didn’t know what 
he was doing. 
 
Here’s what we forget – God didn’t just use 
that confusing, seemingly hopeless situation 
to defeat Pharaoh and show His own glory – 
He created that confusing, seemingly hope-
less situation.  
 
He led them straight into that dead end back-
drop of the Red Sea to set up one of the most 
stunning events in human history. Why?  
 
Exodus 14:4 tells us that it was so that He 
would be glorified and honored: 
 
“Then the Lord gave these instructions to 
Moses: “Order the Israelites to turn back 
and camp by Pi-hahiroth between Migdol 
and the sea. Camp there along the shore, 
across from Baal-zephon. Then Pharaoh will 
think, ‘The Israelites are confused. They are 
trapped in the wilderness!’ And once again I 
will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will 
chase after you. I have planned this in order 
to display my glory through Pharaoh and 
his whole army. After this the Egyptians 
will know that I am the Lord!” So the Israel-
ites camped there as they were told.” NLT 
 
Because God did everything the way that He 
did,  Israel and everyone else would know 
that it was by His power that they were saved. 
For their part, He removed the threat of Phar-
aoh bringing them back and put a fear into 
their opponents that was still present 40 
years later when they prepared to 
take Jericho (Joshua 2:8-11). 
 
 


