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The sin of profanity 

 

Matthew 5:33-37: “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely (commit 

perjury), but shall perform your oaths to the Lord. But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for 

it is God’s throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 

Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. But let your ‘Yes’ be 

‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.” NKJV 

 

Some may wonder why the Bible puts so much emphasis on our speech. I can imagine someone saying, “So many 

pressing problems in the world need to be resolved. Why waste time discussing a little thing like words?” Most of 

us understand that, as a rule, major problems can never be solved without a wise use of words. For a Christian, 

however, a discussion on how to speak is doubly important because he can never be “the salt of the earth” and “the 

light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-14) if his speech does not reflect his commitment to the Lord.  

 

The Bible warns us in many places that as Christians, we must guard our tongues; we must be careful what we say.  

 

Proverbs 13:3 – “Those who control their tongue will have a long life; opening your mouth can ruin 

everything.” NLT 

 

Proverbs 29:20 - “There is more hope for a fool than for someone who speaks without thinking.” NLT 

 

James 1:19 – “Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, 

and slow to get angry.” NLT 

 

This includes not only how we say things, but the words we use as well! In a previous lesson, we learned Matthew 

5:22 - “But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 

judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You 

fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.” NKJV 

 

The Aramaic word raca was a common insult in that day, that basically means “You good-for-nothing, empty-

headed idiot,” and was spoken with a contemptuous tone of voice. Fool is a translation of “moros” from which we 

get “moron!” The word means “dull, sluggish, stupid, foolish, morally worthless, a scoundrel.” 

 

It’s not just that these words were insulting, it was also the manner in which they were spoken. Many terms which are 

not that derogatory in and of themselves can hurt deeply when used in a spiteful way.  

 

I. The problem of cursing 

 

In our world today, cursing/profanity is everywhere! We are exposed to it at the supermarket, over the back fence, and 

at ball games. It fills our novels, movies, and is all over television. We hear it — not just from sailors (cuss like a 

sailor), or from the French (pardon my French) — but from all levels of society.  

 

Cursing used to be considered “man language.”  However, a gentleman would never use profanity in the presence of 

a woman — and deep down he knew he shouldn’t use it anywhere. You would hear someone say, ‘watch your 

language, there’s ladies present.’ But it’s not just a man problem anymore. Now, women can swear with the best or 

worst of them.   

 

Young girls who were playing with their dolls not too long ago are saying things today that would make a sailor 

blush! Small children, who have not learned to discuss much of anything yet on an intellectual basis, can cuss a 

“blue” streak. It almost seems as if some of their first words are of the “four-letter” variety.   
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The Parents Television Council says children watching TV  during the first hour of primetime (8:00 to 9:00 Eastern), 

once called The Family Hour, now encounter violence, profanity or sexual content every 3½ minutes of non-

commercial airtime, with the use of profanity up 58 per cent from two years ago. And the nature of the language (e.g., 

sexual explicitness) is getting qualitatively worse. 

 

Once upon a time a radio or TV station could get into BIG trouble for using profanity on the air! The Federal 

Communications Commission would impose a big fine on the station and you could end up in prison. But the movies 

and songs that come out now contain shameless speech.  Many movies that are now considered family oriented 

contain vile, filthy, and cheap language.  We have come a long ways since the world was shocked by Rhett Butler’s 

last words in “Gone with the Wind.” 

 

We can now expect there to be loud profanity in many public places, even places that claim to provide a family 

atmosphere.  A recent USA Today article stated that the use of “formerly forbidden words” has increased by over 

300% and that now it is not surprising to hear such language come from women, teenagers, business people, teachers 

and young children.  

 

A recent Barna Research survey reveals the use of profanity was deemed morally acceptable by 37% of the church 

people. Cursing is a bad habit and habits start the moment you do it once. As parents, if you bring it home to your 

family, whether by books, movies, music, or your own speech, you are providing a destructive influence for your own 

family. 

 

II. Is cursing a sin 

 

I have heard it said that curse words were made to mean what they do by society, so no words are really bad.  But is 

that true? 
 

The word “curse” comes from the Greek word “kataroamai” and means “language meant to wish evil or ruin.”  A 

common worldly definition of a swear word is “a word that someone doesn’t like.”   

 

Many words we consider to be “curse words” are not in the Bible because they were formed after the formation of 

the Bible, but considering the spirit of the Bible we can make assumptions that cursing is by itself harmful to the soul.   

 

Matthew 5:44 - “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, 

and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.”  NKJV 

 
James 3:7-10: “People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, but no one can tame the tongue. 

It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses 

those who have been made in the image of God. And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same 

mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right!”  NLT 

 

Profanity is usually defined as language that involves taking God’s name in vain. It is vile, vulgar, or irreverent 

language that is viciously degrading to others and shows contempt for sacred things, especially the name of God. It 

includes obscene, lewd or abusive language that is characterized by foul-mouthed and blasphemous cursing: blue 

language! 

 

Language that uses God’s name in vain is clearly wrong – it is unacceptable to God and does not bring Him glory!   

Exodus 20:7 - “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 

guiltless who takes His name in vain.” NKJV 
 
Leviticus 19:12 – “And you shall not swear by My name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I 

am the Lord.” NKJV 
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We can break the third commandment through “profanity” (using the name of God in blasphemy and cursing), 

“frivolity” (using the name of God in a superficial, stupid way, including euphemisms), and “hypocrisy” (claiming 

to be a child of God but acting in a way that disgraces Him).   

 

A person takes God’s name in vain is saying: “God is meaningless to me. I can use His name and not even mean 

it.” That’s what the word vain means. It means “empty or meaningless.” It’s a lack of reverence to God, and a lack of 

respect to any others around us.  

 

Matthew 26:73-74: “And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, “Surely you also are one 

of them, for your speech betrays you.” Then he began to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” 

NKJV 

 

III.  Euphemism’s 

 

A “euphemism” is a mild or toned down expression that takes the place of profanity or a harsh expression. It is the 

substitution of a mild, indirect, or vague expression for one thought to be offensive, harsh, or blunt. 

  

“Gosh” and “Golly” are euphemisms or alterations for “God!”  

 

“Jeez” is a euphemism for “Jesus.” These words are used as “a mild oath to express surprise or wonder.”  

They are used because a lot of people believe saying “Oh My God” is using the Lord’s name in vain. 

 

“Dad gum it” is a form of “doggone it,” which in turn is a euphemism for taking God’s name in vain (you know 

what I mean).    

 

“Heck” is a replacement word for “hell.” 

 

“Darn” or “Dang” is a replacement word for “damn.” 

 

“Land sakes alive” is a general term of exclamation or surprise similar to “Oh my Lord,” or “Oh my goodness.”  It 

was mostly used by people in the 1930’s, 1940’s, and 1950’s as a softened form of swearing, a substitute phrase for 

“For the Lord’s sake.” 

 

“Goodness gracious” has been used by religious people since the 1700’s who don’t like to use the Lord’s name in 

vain. It is an exclamation of surprise, dismay or alarm.  Both goodness and gracious originally referred to the 

goodness (or grace) of God. 

 

Casual statements that use the name of God and things closely related to God can and probably are a blasphemous use 

of God’s name and other things that are holy. This would include phrases like: “By God!” “By heaven(s)!” “By all 

that is holy!” “Oh, my God!” “What in God’s name do you think you are doing?”  

 

Other examples could be noted, such as using the name of Jesus as an exclamation. Albert Barnes wrote “there is no 

offense more awful than that committed by the profane swearer.” 

 

He then said (paraphrased): “It is amazing that God does not rise in vengeance, and strike the profane swearer dead 

and send them straight to hell. Listening to His name being profaned every day, and hour, and moment by so many 

proves that God truly is slow to anger, and that his mercy is without limits!” 
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IV.  The New Testament 

 

Ephesians 4:29 – “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, 

that it may impart grace to the hearers.” NKJV 

 

Ephesians 4:29 – “Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your 

words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.”  NLT 

 

The Greek term translated as “corrupt” means “unclean or impure words, especially the type that tears people 

down.” Our words in the presence of others ought to build people up, not tear them down. 

 

Ephesians 5:3-4: “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as 

is fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather 

giving of thanks.” NKJV 

 

“Foolish talking” comes from the Greek word “morologia,” which means: “Foolish, dull or stupid speech that 

shows how foolish and sinful a person is.”   
 

“Coarse jesting” comes from the Greek word “Eutrapelia.” It means: “obscene jesting - to make jokes of a sexual 

nature.”   
 

I’m sure that none of the good-natured teasing we do is ever meant to harm anyone.  However, we need to be careful!  

Christians should aim to have their conversation sensible.  Our speech should contain wholesome, pure, kind, and 

beneficial words, words that encourage and build up a person, instead of tearing them down.   

 

Colossians 3:8 – “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 

language out of your mouth.” NKJV 

 

Colossians 3:8 – “But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty 

language.” NLT 

 

In the Greek language, the phrase, “filthy communication” or “filthy language” means “foul speaking, low and 

obscene speech.”  

 

It refers to speech of poor taste; evil and filthy talking; vulgar jokes; suggestive, indecent and lewd language; 

shameful speaking; and foul-mouthed abuse.  In addition, it could be defined as obscene language, abusive words, 

and coarse speech.  
 

We should not be using words like these - instead, as Paul later wrote:  Colossians 4:6 – “Let your speech always be 

with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.” NKJV  

 

Colossians 4:6 – “Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the right response for 

everyone.” NLT 

 

Useless language must be replaced with good speech.  Paul is saying that our words should be kind and spoken in a 

way that leads the unsaved to Jesus! “Seasoned with salt” means we should not neglect telling people about the love 

of Jesus.  

That should be our primary aim in speaking to the lost.  We are supposed to be a walking billboard for Jesus, but you 

can’t be a good example and a good representative for Jesus if the lost hear you using “cuss words” all the time!   

 

If people hear you curse any at all, they will believe that you will say anything at all, and they won’t think you are a 

very spiritually minded person, they will probably think you are a hypocrite! 
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William Barclay wrote: “There can never have been a time in history when so much filthy language is used as it is 

today. And the tragedy is that today there are many people who have become so used to unclean talk that they are 

unaware that they are using it” (Colossians, The Daily Bible Study, Philadephia: Westminster, 1957, p. 184).  

 

These comments were written 53 years ago. If such was the case then, what is it now? 

 

V.  What is in your well? 

 

So why do people curse? Is it instinct, an automatic response to something gone wrong? Is it carelessness of the 

tongue? Does it mean the person needs to develop a broader vocabulary of words so he can have something else to 

say? Or is it something more?  

 

The Bible says our mouths speak what is abundant in our heart.  In other words, “What’s down in the well comes up 

in the bucket!” You can tell what a person IS by what that person SAYS! An old preacher once said: “When I get 

around a man who swears I watch my pocketbook, for any man who would swear would surely steal!”   

 

Ecclesiastes 5:6 – “Do not let your mouth lead you into sin…” NIV 

 
Profanity is an indication of what’s in the heart, so when you have to curse and swear to get your point across, you are 

revealing an empty head and a wicked heart.  Profanity is the attempt of a feeble mind to express itself forcefully. 

 

Profanity is such an invasive influence; it’s like a maggot in a person’s mind, gnawing its way into that person’s 

thought processes.  We may soon begin to “cuss” mentally even if we don’t actually say it out loud! This is what 

happens when we allow ourselves to be unnecessarily and regularly exposed to profanity.    

 

Think about how foolish it is to use a curse word. What does it get you? Can cursing ‘unstub’ your toe? Make your 

golf ball fly straight? Fix your broken window? What do we earn by cursing?  

 

Only one thing: the judgment of God!  

 

Matthew 12:36-37: “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the 

Day of Judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” NKJV 

 

 

 

 


