
 

1 

Our Father 

 

If I were to say “Let’s talk about your house,” you would probably say things like – “Well, my roof leaks, the walls 

are cracked, the foundation is crumbling, etc.”  But did you know that you have a house that never does these 

things? Not a physical house, but a spiritual house built to take care of your heart/soul.   

 

We spend much time and money taking care of our physical houses, but if we aren’t careful, we can neglect the house 

built for our soul! That’s why for many people it has run down – “The roof leaks, the walls are cracked, the 

foundation is crumbling.”  Is it any wonder the world is so full of cold hearts? 

 

It doesn’t have to be this way - God wants you to move in out of the cold and live with Him.  Under His roof there is 

space available, a plate is set, a chair just for you.  And He would like for you to take up residence in His house.  

Why?  He’s your Father, and you were intended to live in your Father’s house, and God wants you to dwell in Him.  

He doesn’t just ask you to live with Him, He asks you to live in Him.  “…for in Him we live and move and have 

our being…” (Acts 17:28). 

 

Psalm 90:1 - “Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.” NKJV  

 

We don’t usually think of God as a place to dwell in; as a house to live in; as a home to reside in. However, the Bible 

is clear, God can and wants to be our spiritual dwelling place, not a weekend getaway or a Sunday bungalow or a 

summer cottage or a vacation cabin or an eventual retirement home.  He wants you under his roof now and always.  

 

John 14:23 – “Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will 

love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” NKJV 

 

Psalm 27:4 – “One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life…” NKJV 

 

This house is not a physical structure - when David says that he will “dwell in the house of the Lord forever” in 

Psalm 23:6, he’s saying that he longs to be in God’s presence, wherever he is.  And we can be, no matter where we 

are or what is happening! He teaches us how in the Lord’s Prayer: 

 

Matthew 6:9–13: “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For 

Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” NKJV 

 

In these verses Christ has provided more than a model for prayer, He has provided a model for living.  These words 

do more than tell us what to say to God; they tell us how to exist with God.  They describe the house of the Lord that 

David spoke of in Psalm 23 in which God’s children were intended to live - with Him – forever! 

 

I. Our Father 

 

Isaiah 64:8 - “But now, O Lord, You are our Father; We are the clay, and You our potter: And all we are the 

work of Your hand.” NKJV 
 

Altogether, Jesus called God “Father” over 200 times, 156 times in John. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus made 

several references to God as “Our Father!” In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus authorized us to call God “Father.”   
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In Mark 14:36, Jesus used a term that had never before been used in recorded Jewish history for God - “And He 

said, ‘Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me, nevertheless, now what I will, 

but what You will.”  NKJV 
 

The word ‘Abba’ was a common every day Aramaic word that is similar to our ‘Papa’ or ‘daddy.’ It is a term of 

respect and endearment for a person’s own father – an intimate family term. 

 

Even though it was a common childhood name, no Jew would have ever called God the Father this - until Jesus came!   

 

The phrase “Abba, Father,” signifies the most intimate of relationships which we now have with God the Father.  

When the two words are used together, they express the love and confidence a child has in their father.  The literal 

meaning is “the one who gives strength to the family.”  

 

II.  The Spirit of Adoption 

 

“There have been unplanned pregnancies but I’ve never heard of unplanned adoptions.” Before we were born, 

God made a plan to save our souls so that we could live in heaven forever: Revelation 13:8 – “…the Lamb slain 

from the foundation of the world…” NKJV   
 

It was His desire to make us a part of His family through a process called adoption! 

 

John 1:12-13: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 

who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 

God.” NKJV 

 

Adoption is where a man gives legal position, advantage, and privilege to someone who is not naturally or legally his 

son or heir.  In Paul’s day the Greeks and Romans freely practiced adoption for several reasons, mainly to provide an 

heir when a man didn’t have a natural one.   

 

The adopting parent had the same legal rights over the adopted child as he did one of his own.  The adopted child had 

all the rights of sonship just as if he had been born into it.  The main difference was, a man could disinherit a natural 

son, but not an adopted son.     

 

The reasoning was that a natural son might be accidentally conceived and the parents could decide that they didn’t 

want the child to have part in the inheritance.  On the other hand, when a man adopted a child, he knew he was doing 

something legal and binding.  The application for us is that God has chosen us and adopted us into His family.  He 

adopted us in spite of what He knew about us!  He adopted us to give us a future and a hope! 

 

Romans 8:15-17: “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 

adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 

Him, that we may also be glorified together.” NKJV 

 

Here Paul says that the Spirit “bears witness” with our spirit (affirms, tells our spirit deep in our hearts, makes us 

sure, blessed assurance), that we are, in fact, children of God.   

 

Galatians 4:4-7: “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. And 

because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 

Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” NKJV 
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Here Paul says that the Spirit Himself cries, “Abba, Father.”  The Holy Spirit in Christ and the Holy Spirit in us are 

doing the same thing - giving us continued blessed assurance of our salvation by telling us that we are children of 

God! 

 

The Holy Spirit of adoption is the one who seals our relationship with the Father as His child. He is our guarantee, the 

down payment for our eternal life: 2 Corinthians 1:21-22: “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has 

anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” NKJV 

 

If the Holy Spirit is in your life, then you can know that you know that you know that you know you are a child of 

God – you can know that you are saved! 

 

Ephesians 1:13-14: “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 

whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
 
who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” NKJV 

 

III. God’s continuing mission – adoption 

 

When we come to Christ through gospel obedience, God not only forgives us, He also adopts us. Here is how it 

happens. We come before the judgment seat of God full of rebellion and mistakes.  Because of His justice he cannot 

dismiss our sin, but because of His love He cannot dismiss us.   

 

So, in the greatest act in the history of the universe, He punished Himself on the cross for our sins.  In so doing, God’s 

justice and love are equally honored. And we are forgiven.  But it doesn’t end there.  It would be enough if God 

cleansed our name, but He does more.  He gives us His name.  It would be enough if He sets us free, but He does 

more.  He takes us home with Him.  

 

God has adopted you, that means He sought you, found you, signed the papers and took you home.   

 

Ephesians 1:3-6: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons 

by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by 

which He made us accepted in the Beloved.” NKJV 

 

An adoption is not something we earn, it’s a gift we receive.  Nor does God adopt us because of what we have, or 

because we are good looking, or because He needed our money or wisdom.  Sorry!  God adopted us simply because 

He wanted to.     

 

He knew full well how much trouble we would be and the pain we would cause and the price He would have to pay, 

but He still signed His name next to ours and changed our name to His and took us home. He became our Father, and 

we can trust Him perfectly to take care of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4 

Romans 8:31-39: “What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be 

against us? Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything 

else? Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right 

standing with himself. Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life 

for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us. Can anything ever separate 

us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or 

hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are 

killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is 

ours through Christ, who loved us. And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 

Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about 

tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the 

earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is 

revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” NLT 

 

There are many, many, privileges to being adopted by God, but the greatest privilege is that of having God as our 

Father.  As our “Father” He confers upon us the honor, dignity and privileges of a family relationship, and He is not 

ashamed to call us His sons and daughters.   

 

IV. A father and his son 

 

Luke 15:11-20: “Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. And the younger of them said to his father, 

‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. And not many days 

after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with 

prodigal living. But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 

Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And 

he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. “But 

when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, 

and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired 

servants.”’ “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and 

had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.” NKJV 

 

In this passage we see a tender scene of a father and a son. We can’t see the face of the son; it’s buried in the chest of 

his father.  But we can see his torn clothes, the dirt, the empty purse on the ground.  He once lived big and proud, now 

both his pride and his money are gone.   

 

He smells like a pig, and the only thing he has to offer is a rehearsed apology: Luke 15:21 – “And the son said to 

him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’” 

NKJV 

 

He feels unworthy of his birthright.  “Demote/punish me, take my name off the family tree, I am willing to give up 

my place at the table.”  The boy is content to be a hired hand.   

 

There is only one problem.  Though the boy is willing to stop being a son, the father is not willing to stop being a 

father.   

 

Luke 15:22-24: “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring 

on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for 

this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.” NKJV 
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How these words must have stunned the young man.  “My son was dead...”  He thought he had lost his place in the 

home.  After all, didn’t he abandon his father?   

 

Hadn’t he wasted his inheritance?  The boy had assumed he had forfeited his privilege to sonship, but the father 

doesn’t give up that easily.  In His mind, the son is still a son.  He may have been out of the father’s house, but he was 

never out of the father’s heart.  He may have left the table, but he never left the family.  Don’t miss the message here.  

You may be willing to stop being God’s child. But God is not willing to stop being your Father! 
 

Yet so many people, including many Christians, have the idea that God is angry and looking to strike them down any 

time they make a mistake. Somewhere along the way God has gotten some bad press.  God is not mad at us, He is 

mad about us; He isn’t looking to level us, He is longing to love us; God does not hate us, He desires to help us; God 

doesn’t want to hurt us, He wants to heal us; God doesn’t want to be separated from us, He wants to save us.  He 

wants to be more than our creator; He wants to be our Father. God cannot love us more – He will not love us less! 

 

V.  Conclusion 

 

The full benefits of adoption are in the future – Revelation 21:3-7: “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 

‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.  God 

Himself will be with them and be their God.  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be 

no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.’  

Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’  And He said to me, ‘Write, for these 

words are true and faithful.’  And He said to me, ‘It is done!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 

and the End.  I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall 

inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.” NKJV 

 

Does that sound like someone who wants to hurt us?   

 

What a magnificent future we have waiting for us as children of God – all because our Father in heaven wants us! 

 

Revelation 22:1-5: “And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, 

which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of 

the nations.
 
And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His 

servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no 

night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign 

forever and ever.”  NKJV 


