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The Need for Forgiveness 

 

Matthew 6:9–13: “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For 

Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” NKJV 

 

On January 1, 1982, Kevin Tunell hit and killed an 18 year old girl named Susan Herzog. He was convicted of 

manslaughter and drunken driving; he served three years’ probation and spent seven years campaigning against drunk 

driving, six years more than his sentence required.  The family sued him for 1.5 million dollars but settled for $936 - 

to be paid one dollar at a time, by check, made out to their daughter’s name, every week, until August of the year 

2000, for a total of eighteen years, the same as their daughter’s age.   

 

The family expected the payment each Friday so Kevin wouldn’t forget what he did.  They deposited the money in a 

scholarship fund.  The penalty seemed like he had been let off easy, but soon the burden of guilt proved too much for 

Kevin to bear.    

 

After seven years, Kevin began to miss a few payments. The Herzog’s promptly dragged him back into court. Giving 

an account before Judge Jack Stevens, a teary Tunell admitted that the agonizing guilt he felt each time he filled in 

Susan’s name had become unbearable. 

 

“You get to a point where you kind of snap - and you say, it hurts too much…I used to, like, lie in bed, and if I 

heard… noises, I used to think Susan was going to come to visit me.” 

 

The family took him to court four times for failure to comply.  After the fourth time, he spent 30 days in jail.  He kept 

insisting that he wasn’t defying the order – he was just haunted by the girl’s death and tormented each time he mailed 

the one dollar check.  He offered the family two boxes of pre-written checks made out to the year 2001, one year more 

than required, but they wouldn’t take it. You see, it wasn’t really the money that mattered - they wanted him to 

remember what he did.   

 

Susan’s dad, Lou said: “Susan’s death is there every waking moment. But every time we don’t get a check, there’s 

only one thing that comes to our mind: He doesn’t remember.” 

 

Susan’s mother said, “We want to receive the check every week on time.  He must understand we are going to 

pursue this until August of the year 2000.  We will go back to court every month if we have to.”   

 

Now, all of us understand the anger of this family, don’t we? And we agree that the guilty person should be punished.  

But is 936 payments enough?  Not for Tunell to send, but for the family to demand.  When they received the final 

payment, do you think they were at peace - were they able to put the matter to rest?  How much is enough?  If it were 

you, how many payments would you require?  Let me reword that - how many payments do you require? 

 

Not a single one of us are going to make it through this life without somebody hurting us or hurting someone we love 

(physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually).  All of us will be a victim at some time. When we are hurt, more 

often than not, we demand that the person who hurt us pay for what they did in some way - we may not require the 

person to pay money like in the Old Testament days, but we have other ways of settling the score.   

 

In fact, it is amazing how creative we can be at getting even.  We even have an old saying - “I don’t get mad, I get 

even.” 
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People can do a lot of things to other people - what we do usually depends on what has happened.  We can give people 

the silent treatment, we can nag them, we can put distance between ourselves and them (I never want to see you again) 

- we try to make people as uncomfortable as we can.  We may sue in a court of law, we may retaliate physically even 

to the point of killing someone.  

 

We take the attitude of – “If I can ruin your day, your evening, hurt you, then justice is served and I am 

happy/content.  I’m not about to let you heal before I do; as long as I suffer, you will suffer.  As long as I hurt, you 

will hurt.”   

 

Hate can become an addiction.  We start off with just a little at first - after a while we don’t just despise what the 

person did; we despise the person for who they are.  We want to insult, shame, and ridicule the person.  Pretty soon we 

hate the person and anyone like him – “All men are jerks; you can’t trust a woman!” 

 

We all find forgiveness difficult.  Sometimes forgiving someone is so hard that we can release our grudges only one 

level at a time - superficial levels.   

 

This is qualified forgiveness - “I’ll forgive, if...” - you show proper remorse; when I am able - you’ve got to give me 

time.  There is also partial forgiveness - “I’ll forgive you, but please get out of my life...” 

 

So what do you do when someone hurts you?  Peter had a similar question for Jesus: Matthew 18:21 – “Then Peter 

came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?” NLT 

 

Peter is worried about over-forgiving someone who has hurt him.  Jewish law required that a person forgive three 

times - Peter is willing to double that and throw in one more for good measure.  No doubt he thinks Jesus will be 

impressed - He isn’t!   

 

It is a bit ironic that the one thing man needs most is the one thing most difficult for him to give to others.  

 

Matthew 18:22 – “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!” NLT 

 

If you are stopping to count what 70 x 7 is, you are missing the point.  Jesus is saying that we should not count the 

times we forgive. 

 

By this point the people who were listening to Jesus were probably thinking of the people who had hurt them.  Maybe 

you are thinking of someone who has hurt you - if there is someone in your life that you hate and are having a hard 

time forgiving, I want you to think about them right now - let’s deal with it this morning. That even includes the father 

who may have abandoned or abused you as a kid; your wife or husband who left you for another; the boss who laid 

you off when your kid was sick; the person who has hurt one of your children! 

 

Matthew 18:23-27:  “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to bring his 

accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. In the process, one of his debtors was 

brought in who owed him millions of dollars (ten thousand talents). He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that 

he be sold—along with his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt.  “But the man fell 

down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ Then his master was 

filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt.” NLT 

 

This servant had a serious problem.  He owed more money that he could ever repay - millions of dollars – ten 

thousand talents! 

How much was that? In general terms, a talent was worth about 20 years of a day laborers wages in the first century! 

Ten thousand talents represented an impossible debt that was not payable since it would have taken over 200,000 

years to pay off.  
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The denarius was a Roman silver coin weighing about 4 grams and was one day’s wage for a typical day laborer. As a 

day laborer making 300 denarii a year ($612.00 in today’s prices for silver), he had no hope - almost literally “not in a 

million years” - of ever repaying his debt. So the king forgave the debt! 

 

In the same way all of us owe a debt to God that we can never repay.  We don’t need a place to work - we need 

someone to work in our place – Jesus!   

 

Why did Jesus come to earth: Luke 19:10 – “For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” NLT 

 

What did He do: 2 Corinthians 5:21 – “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, 

so that we could be made right with God through Christ.” NLT  

 

His death repaired the broken relationship we had with God that our sins caused: Isaiah 59:2 – “It’s your sins that 

have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore.” NLT 

 

He suffered the full wrath of God for us on the cross – the penalty is paid, our sins are forgiven if we are in Christ. 

 

1 Peter 2:24 – “He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for 

what is right. By his wounds you are healed.” NLT 

 

Through the blood of Jesus, God “cleanses” us from all sin: 1 John 1:7 – “But if we walk in the light as He is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

NKJV 

 

When we are cleansed from our sins, God forgives us and chooses to not remember our sins any more:  

 

Hebrews 8:12 – “…I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember their sins.” NLT   

 

God has forgiven us so many times that it cannot be counted.  Does He demand that we pay Him back?  No, He 

doesn’t expect us to pay Him because He knows we can’t.  God does not require us to work for something that only 

Jesus can provide.   

 

But God does require payment for sin.  On our own we could never repay our sin debt - that is why Jesus died.   

 

And what about all those promises we make Him.  “Lord, just get me through this mess - I’ll never let you down 

again.”   We are as bad as the debtor in this passage - “Be patient with me, and I will pay you everything I owe.”  

The thought of pleading for mercy never entered his mind.  He doesn’t ask for grace, but he gets it anyway - and he 

leaves a debt free man.  

 

The problem - he apparently didn’t believe it - Matthew 18:28-30: “But when the man left the king, he went to a 

fellow servant who owed him a few thousand dollars (100 denarii). He grabbed him by the throat and 

demanded instant payment. “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be 

patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put 

in prison until the debt could be paid in full.” NLT 

 

Something is very wrong with this picture.  Are these the actions of a man who has been forgiven millions?  Choking 

a person who owes him a few hundred dollars! He hates the very sight of the man.  Do you think this is because the 

man owes him so much? I don’t think so.  He hates the man because the man reminds him of his debt to the master.   
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I believe he was so concerned with the mistake of his brother that he missed the fact that he had been forgiven by the 

master himself.  Is that where you are today? 

 

So what about you?  So someone broke their promises to you - well, before you take action, answer this question - 

How did God react when you broke your promises to Him?   You’ve been lied to?   

 

How did God respond when you lied to Him and told Him you weren’t going to sin anymore? You’ve been neglected, 

forgotten, left behind, rejected, mistreated, abused, had your feelings hurt, etc?  It hurts, doesn’t it?  But before you get 

even, get honest with yourself.  Have you always paid attention to God like you should have?  None of us have.  How 

did He react when you neglected Him? 

 

The key to forgiving others is to quit focusing on what they did to you and start focusing on what God has done for 

you.  “But that’s not fair - somebody has to pay for what this person did - they can’t get away with this.”  You are 

absolutely right - someone must pay.  

 

“But you don’t understand.  This person doesn’t deserve grace or mercy - they are not worthy of forgiveness.”  I’m 

not saying they are.  But are you?   

 

The alternative is to be filled with hate and to have an unforgiving heart. Look what happens when we refuse to 

forgive: Matthew 18:31-35: “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the 

king and told him everything that had happened. Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, 

‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me.  Shouldn’t you have 

mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’  Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be 

tortured until he had paid his entire debt. That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to 

forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.” NLT 

 

Unforgiving servants always end up in prison - prisons of anger, guilt, and depression.  It’s even worse when we can’t 

forgive ourselves.  God doesn’t have to put us in a jail; we create our own.  The main point of this passage is - the 

debt we owe God is far greater than any debt we can owe each other.  He is willing to forgive us our whole debt, all of 

our sins - He expects no less from us. 

 

How many of you want God to forgive you of your sins?  How many want to go to heaven?  Then, if you have 

something against someone, you need to let it go and forgive that person, because if you are holding something against 

someone else, it is being held against you by God. If someone has wronged you and you get revenge, you will be 

happy for a minute. If you forgive him, you will be happy forever! But if you cannot forgive, don’t ask to be 

forgiven!  

 

Matthew 6:14-15: “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you 

refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.” NLT 

 

Mark 11:25-26: “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your 

Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in 

heaven forgive your trespasses.” NKJV 

 

 

 Conclusion 

 

Through the parable of the unforgiving servant, we learn that all of us owe a debt to God we can never repay! Because 

of Jesus, God forgave us the entire debt! He expects us to do the same for others: 
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Ephesians 4:31–32: “Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil 

behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has 

forgiven you.” NLT 

 

Regardless of the issue: “Every man should keep a fair-sized cemetery in which to bury the faults of his friends!”  

C.S. Lewis   

 

Colossians 3:13 – “Make allowance for each other’s faults (never hold grudges), and forgive anyone who offends 

you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.” NLT 

 


