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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
In a time of persecution, can I stand? 

Betty Choate (adapted) 

 

It’s a question that should haunt every serious Christian: 
“If my life were threatened, or if the lives of my chil-
dren or loved ones were threatened if I did not re-
nounce Christianity, how would I stand?” 
 
Probably none of us know the answer until we are faced 
with the reality, and we pray we would then have the 
courage of first century Christians! 
 
We live in a time of relative ease – financially, physically, 
and spiritually.  We are not hungry! We don’t keep a con-
stant watch behind us because of fear of attack. We can 
worship as we choose, when we choose, without chal-
lenge.  We have access to God’s word in multiple transla-
tions, with any additional aids we desire – concordances, 
commentaries, word studies, internet tools, etc. 
 
Looking at these blessings we should conclude that we, 
of this age and in this country, are basking in the sun-
light of God’s love.  
 
As a Father – our perfect and heavenly Father – He would 
want to shower those good things on His children.  And 
as faithful children, we are grateful for the outpouring of 
our Father’s love. 
 
In the midst of our ease and abundance, though, we 
would do well to remember God’s warning to the Israel-
ites as they were about to enter the land that was flowing 
with milk and honey: 
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Prayer & Scripture ............. David Wilson 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

October 4, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer  ................... Leonard Wilson 
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tracurricular school activities, preparing 
meals, taking care of the house and yard, 
etc., there is no time for carefully training up 
their children or for grounding the family in 
a strong spiritual life! 
 
Mark 4:17 – “But since they don’t have deep 
roots, they don’t last long. They fall away 
as soon as they have problems or are perse-
cuted for believing God’s word.” NLT 
 
Without strong foundational knowledge of 
God’s word and without deep conviction that 
we must hold fast to our faith in order to ob-
tain the promise of eternal life with God, 
many Christians are totally defenseless be-
fore the increasing onslaughts we are facing! 
 
The world grows more menacing to us every 
day. Judicial decisions are being made that 
threaten our right to stand for Biblical princi-
ples: protection for the unborn, proper disci-
pline and parenting of our children, the con-
demnation of the practice of homosexuality, 
the sanctity of marriage – shielding it from 
“no fault” divorce, from same-sex unions, 
from polygamy, and from the “live-in” prac-
tice that has become accepted by many to-
day! 
 

Legally, businesses are being required to do 
the bidding of homosexuals – there is a grow-
ing political move to declare that sermons 
condemning homosexuality as a sin in God’s 
eyes should be labeled “hate crimes” and 
prosecuted accordingly. Must a preacher per-
form the ceremony for homosexuals or risk 
imprisonment because of his refusal? 
 
When our justice system has been overturned 
to the point that we cannot follow particular 
laws without transgressing God’s clear word, 
will we stand for truth in the face of persecu-
tion?  Will we go to prison rather than com-
promise? 

Atheism and humanism have been in league for 
many decades to destroy our biblically-based 
culture.  
 
Now another threat is taking hold in many areas 
of the world: “Radical Islam.”  Their stated 
goal is to destroy the “western culture” that has 
already been largely corrupted by these atheistic 
assaults on our civilization! 
 
In parts of the world where Islamists hold full 
power, they are brutally slaughtering believers in 
Christ, strongly convinced that they are doing 
“Allah’s” will. Muslims are proving every day 
that they are willing to die for Islam.  Often 
Christians in those nations are accused of 
“blasphemy” and are hauled off to prison. 
 
Before there can be a trial, a mob may stone 
them to death or hang them publicly for their 
“crime” against Islam.  The “jihadis” may not 
incorporate all Muslims but they serve as the 
military for the developing caliphate, which all 
will accept or die! 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, I beg all of us that 
we ask ourselves this vital question NOW:  
 

“In a time of persecution, can I endure?” 
 
At the moment, we still have time to immerse 
ourselves in God’s word and commitment to 
Him so that we can stand! Will you make that 
commitment? 
 
Romans 8:35 – “Can anything ever separate 
us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no 
longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, 
or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or 
in danger, or threatened with death?” NLT 
 
 

Prayers 

 

Those on the prayer list are: Glenda Tar-
water,  Coy Burnett,  Ollie Kirksey, Shel-
by Crouch, Ron Ellis, Jo West, J.R. Cartil-
lar, Ruby Hood, Arvel Pratt, Ruby Lati-
mer, Geoffrey Shaw, Linda Mosby, Ann 
Johnson, Becky Brown, Belle Burnett, 
Sophia Barton, Tommy Jones, Lorri Pet-
ty, Donna Leonard, William Bush, Thom-
as Reynolds, Susan Reynolds, Dean 
Compton,   Pamella Martin, Renee Keif-
er, Roy Asher, Eleanor Evans  
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary 
Armstrong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 

 
************ 

 
From PrisonerAlert.com 

 
In more than 40 nations around the world to-
day, Christians are being persecuted for their 
faith. In some of these nations it is illegal to 
own a Bible, to share your faith in Christ, to 
change your faith or to teach your children 
about Jesus. Those who boldly follow Christ - 
in spite of government edict or radical opposi-
tion  - can face harassment, arrest, torture and 
even death.  Yet Christians continue to meet 
for worship and to witness for Christ, and the 
church in restricted nations is growing! 

Deuteronomy 8:10-14: “When you have eat-
en your fill, be sure to praise the Lord your 
God for the good land he has given you. 
“But that is the time to be careful! Beware 
that in your plenty you do not forget 
the Lord your God and disobey his com-
mands, regulations, and decrees that I am 
giving you today. For when you have be-
come full and prosperous and have built 
fine homes to live in, and when your flocks 
and herds have become very large and your 
silver and gold have multiplied along with 
everything else, be careful! Do not become 
proud at that time and forget the Lord your 
God, who rescued you from slavery in the 
land of Egypt.” NLT 
 
Sadly, in the past few decades, God’s warning 
to the Israelites describes many Christians.  
Preachers and church leaders have grown in-
creasingly desirous of ignoring doctrinal mes-
sages such as the divine nature of Jesus 
Christ, the gospel, sin and salvation, the com-
ing judgment, etc., and other “divisive” mat-
ters in an attempt to avoid offending their 
religious neighbors and weak Christians, 
while concentrating on teaching the Bible on-
ly as history and as guidance in life’s morals 
and values. 
 
The result of decades of silence is that many 
Christians have such shallow knowledge of 
God’s word that they have no foundation on 
which to stand! 
 
In addition to the silence from the pulpit and 
elders, the attention of many Christians has 
been focused on the world – getting ahead 
financially, having all the niceties of life, en-
joying entertainment: sports, TV, video 
games, time-consuming nothings that eat up 
their days!  
 
For many, with both husband and wife work-
ing in order to get ahead in the material 
world, then taking part in their children’s ex-


