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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
About Persecution 

 

Suffering. It’s not exactly one of our favorite topics. No one 
wants to suffer and no one wants to be persecuted. God created 
us with bodies that feel pain and naturally attempt to escape 
pain. Why would any logically thinking person desire to suffer? 
He wouldn’t. It is unnatural. 
 
Yet “suffering” is a common biblical topic (suffer or suffering 
occurs 94 times in the Bible). “Persecution” is a common bibli-
cal topic (occurs 56 times in the Bible). The Bible has numerous 
texts that indicate that the children of God will suffer. Herein 
lies the paradox. We are created with bodies that distain and 
avoid pain and conflict. Yet, despite that truth, we actually 
choose to suffer! This truth presents a mystery; one of the great 
mysteries of Christianity. For someone to choose to suffer, the 
person sees inherit value in doing so. He or she sees a cause or 
purpose greater than self. 
 
It has been noted, especially within the last decade or so, that 
Christians are on the verge of another great persecution. The 
anti-Christian sentiment in the world today is growing at an 
alarming rate. It is vital that we prepare ourselves for difficult 
days ahead. One of the ways we prepare ourselves is to re-visit 
the biblical teachings regarding persecution. Obviously this 
study is not intended to be comprehensive. There are literally 
dozens of “suffering” texts in the New Testament. However, it 
will be beneficial if we consider three. 
 
Matthew 5:10–12: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and 
say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice 
and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
NKJV 
 
Jesus taught the disciples that they are “blessed” if they are 
persecuted “for the sake of righteousness.”  

Sunday Morning Servers 

October 25, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements…………...Doug Wilson 
Song Leader………………...Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda 
                                           Cullum  
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Lonnie Seabaugh 
                                          Jerry Phipps 
                                           
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Sherman Cullum, Larry Volk, Rick Phillips, 
Lonnie Seabaugh, Jerry Phipps 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#3 
Children’s Home……………Shortening (Regular) 
Gift Bag Item for October……Hot Chocolate Mix                                                
October 25……..Fingerfood after a.m. service 
October 29…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                              (7:00-8:30 p.m.) 
October 31…….Trunk-or-Treat (6:30-8:00 p.m. 
                          Church Parking Lot) 
November 1…...Turn in Campbell soup &  
                          Best Choice Labels 
November 1…...Time Changes (Fall Back) 

Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 232 
Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Non-profit 

Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 1 

72347 

Sunday Evening Servers 

October 25, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... David Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......58 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….71 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….30 
Wednesday Worship…………………….36 
Contribution…........................................NA 
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Romans 8:18 - “Yet what we suffer now is noth-
ing compared to the glory he will reveal to us 
later.” NLT 
 
If we have a legitimate hope of being “glorified,” 
then we must suffer with Christ. The persecution 
Jesus endured is that which will come to those 
who follow Him. His choice of living for God creat-
ed hatred and animosity. It is the same for us to-
day. God is not going to glorify those who have 
ducked and avoided standing up for one’s faith. 
How, if one does this, can there be a legitimate 
claim to have “suffered with Him?”  
 
We have to understand that our suffering now is 
only temporary, but heaven is forever. It seems 
like a simple choice, doesn’t it? Yet despite the 
logic of the choice, the vast majority of humanity 
has chosen the easy road and the wide gate: 
 
Matthew 7:13-14: “You can enter God’s Kingdom 
only through the narrow gate. The highway to 
hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many 
who choose that way. But the gateway to life is 
very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a 
few ever find it.” NLT 
 
Romans 8:35-37: “Can anything ever separate us 
from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer 
loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are 
persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, 
or threatened with death?  (As the Scriptures 
say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we 
are being slaughtered like sheep.”) No, despite 
all these things, overwhelming victory is ours 
through Christ, who loved us.” NLT 
 
Paul describes several types of difficulties that can 
confront the Christian - it isn’t a pretty picture, for 
sure. Persecution is listed as one of the seven. Any 
student of history knows that there are times 
when persecution convinced some to abandon 
Christianity.  
 
Paul ends this section with another list of forces 
great and small, angelic and demonic that could 
bring faith-destroying events into one’s life. Yet 
once again these forces or events cannot pull one 
away from God. They may be powerful, but they’re 
not that powerful. The only force powerful enough 
to keep one from loving God is himself. 

Romans 8:38-39: “And I am convinced that nothing 
can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our 
fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—
not even the powers of hell can separate us from 
God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the 
earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will 
ever be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” NLT 
 
After reminding Timothy of all of the persecutions he 
endured, Paul makes the famous claim:  
 
2 Timothy 3:12 – “Yes, and everyone who wants to 
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecu-
tion.” NLT 
 
A choice to be godly will have negative consequences 
for every single person who desires to live Godly! 
There are no exceptions. We “will” suffer persecution! 
 
It is going to happen in the days ahead, and it is as-
sured - “there ain’t no wiggle-room.”  
 
If it isn’t happening, then Paul clearly declares that 
such is not “living godly in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Many other biblical texts could be considered. Howev-
er, those texts would only confirm what these texts 
have said.  
 
Persecution is the way for the Christian! 1 John 5:19  
- “We know that we are children of God and that the 
world around us is under the control of the evil 
one.” NLT 
 
Now is the time for us to have it clear in our minds 
what we are and what we will do as our persecutors 
increase. 
 
By Denny Petrillo, Ph.D.  
 
Luke 6:22-23: “What blessings await you when peo-
ple hate you and exclude you and mock you and 
curse you as evil because you follow the Son of 
Man.  When that happens, be happy! Yes, leap for 
joy! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And 
remember, their ancestors treated the ancient 
prophets that same way.” NLT 

 
 

Prayers 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, 
Glenda Tarwater,  Coy Burnett,  Ollie 
Kirksey, Ron Ellis, Jo West, James John-
son, J.R. Cartillar, Ruby Hood, Ruth Den-
nis, Lucy Paxton, Arvel Pratt, Ruby Lati-
mer, Geoffrey Shaw, Nathan Andrews, 
Linda Mosby, Micah Ruiz, Becky Brown, 
Sophia Barton, Tommy Jones, Lorri Pet-
ty, Brian Sanders, Thomas Reynolds, 
Dean Compton,  Pamella Martin, Renee 
Keifer, Roy Asher, Eleanor Evans, 
Michelle Hutto, Rhonda Helton, Belle 
Jones. 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary 
Armstrong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson, Geraldine Peebles, Ann Griffin 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 

 
*************** 

 
We rejoice with the angels in heaven that 
Michelle Hutto was baptized Saturday. 
 
Trunk-or-Treat is Saturday, October 31st, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. on the church parking lot. 
Please bring candy for the event. 

 
Sandwiches & other finger foods will be 
served Sunday, October 25th, after morn-
ing services.  All are invited. 

The word “blessed,” while often understood as 
“happy,” actually refers to one who is “approved 
of God.”  
 
It describes one who had decided to follow God, 
regardless of the cost. Such a person receives di-
vine acceptance and approval (and would, of 
course, be ‘happy’ about that). 
 
The word Jesus uses here for “persecution” has 
the basic meaning of “to pursue” or “to chase af-
ter.” The persecutor was chasing after or pursu-
ing one to torment him.  
 
Jesus is saying that those who are persecuted are 
God-approved children of His - they are “blessed.” 
God is well aware of what His children are endur-
ing and looks upon their steadfastness with ap-
proval. 
 
Jesus also makes it clear that this persecution 
would not happen were it not for one’s faith. The 
only reason this is happening is because of one’s 
devotion to Him, and the enemies of Jesus are tak-
ing out their hatred on Jesus’ disciples. 
 
How easy it would be for these Christians to aban-
don thereby faith so they wouldn’t have to suffer 
the persecution! The world does not torment those 
who are like them:  
 
John 15:18-20: “If the world hates you, remem-
ber that it hated me first. The world would love 
you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but 
you are no longer part of the world. I chose you 
to come out of the world, so it hates you. Do you 
remember what I told you? ‘A slave is not great-
er than the master.’ Since they persecuted me, 
naturally they will persecute you…” NLT  
 
Persecution takes several forms. There is physical 
persecution which can be unrestrained at times! 
But there is also hatred, ostracism (being excluded 
from society and the group); verbal insults where 
people try to insult, shame, slander - “say all 
kinds of evil against you falsely” (which refers to 
evil and malicious statements that are designed to 
destroy the character and reputation of another). 
 


