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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Getting Grace Right 

 
Did you ever have one of those moments as a kid when 
you really wanted to buy something? Whatever the item may 
have been, you had your eye on it for months as you saved to 
buy it. Finally the day came when you decided it was time to 
make your long-awaited purchase.  
 
You got your parents to take you to the store, you proudly took 
the item off the shelf and walked straight to the checkout line, 
only to find out that you were a few dollars short. Maybe the 
price had gone up since you last checked, or you hadn’t fac-
tored in taxes, but whatever the case, you simply didn’t have 
enough to get what you wanted.  
 
So, in your time of desperation, maybe your mom or dad 
stepped up and covered the extra cost. They made up the differ-
ence for you and now your trip to the store ends happily ever 
after with you having secured what you wanted all along. 
 
Great story, nice memory if you have one like it. But it doesn’t 
make a good analogy for God’s grace, despite the fact that 
many Christians see it that way. 
 
In much of what I read and hear about grace (and even as I un-
derstood it for a time), the following scenario is given by impli-
cation:  
 
We as God’s children have a goal in mind (heaven). We have 
to try our hardest to get to that goal (obedience), and where our 
efforts come up short (sins we haven’t conquered by the time 
we face the judgment), God takes care of whatever cost re-
mains by offering His grace to cover the difference.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

October 18, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer .................... Leonard Wilson 
Announcements…………...Rick Phillips 
Song Leader………………...Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Doug & Kay Wilson  
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Lonnie Seabaugh 
                                          David Wilson 
                                           
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Sherman Cullum, Larry Volk, Rick Phillips, 
Lonnie Seabaugh, Jerry Phipps 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#2 
Children’s Home……………Velveeta Cheese 
Gift Bag Item for October……Hot Chocolate Mix                                                
October 17…….Children’s Mission Group 
October 21…….Lincoln Young 
October 22…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                              (7:00-8:30 p.m.) 
October 31…….Trunk-or-Treat (6:30-8:00 p.m. 
                          Church Parking Lot) 
November 1…...Turn in Campbell soup &  
                          Best Choice Labels 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

October 18, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... David Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......54 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….75 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….35 
Wednesday Worship…………………….28 
Contribution…........................................NA 
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As these verses show, grace isn’t the spare change 
that meets with our good works where we come 
up short to help us pay the toll into heaven. A 
more accurate understanding of it would be to see 
it as the “air you breathe” in your new life in 
Christ. You can’t do anything without it.  
 
It is literally an essential part of every single sec-
ond of your life as a Christian. 
 
God breathes life into us through His grace and it 
is by this breath that we operate in obedience to 
Him. Sure, you can always choose to give up your 
life for the death that previously reigned in you 
(Romans 6). But at that point you aren’t “relying 
too much on air,” you’ve decided not to use it at 
all. 
 
Here’s what we have to constantly keep in mind - 
we are nothing without grace! All the good we 
can ever do in our entire life is absolutely worth-
less if it’s done outside of the grace of God:  
 
Isaiah 64:6  - “We are all infected and impure 
with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, 
they are nothing but filthy rags.  Like autumn 
leaves, we wither and fall, and our sins sweep 
us away like the wind.” NLT 
 
This idea we have that there is a certain percent-
age of us that’s good and God’s grace fills up the 
rest is completely false. You won’t stand before 
Jesus at the judgment in need of a bit of spare 
change to make it into heaven. You will stand be-
fore Him as a hopeless, lost sinner but for the 
grace of God covering you entirely. 
 
There is no greater news than that God loved us 
enough to provide grace through the cross. To 
diminish that, to shy away from it in our teaching, 
or to act as though grace is God chipping in where 
we come up short is something the church has no 
business doing.  

Instead of avoiding the topic of grace or looking at it 
as the spare change we need to cover our deficien-
cies, why don’t we aim to declare our sinfulness and 
God’s amazing love, power, and grace that still pro-
vides us a way to know Him and be with Him in 
heaven some day! 
 
Jack Wilkie 
 
 
 

************************* 
 
 
“For most of my life I have thought of grace as a 
hope of a bright tomorrow in spite of the darkness 
of today - and this is true. We are all walking a road 
to grace - hoping for mercy. What we fail to realize 
is that grace is more than our destination, it is the 
journey itself, manifested in each breath and with 
each step we take. Grace surrounds us, whirls about 
us like the wind, falls on us like rain. Grace sus-
tains us on our journeys, no matter how perilous 
they may be and, make no mistake, they are all peri-
lous. We need not hope for grace, we merely need to 
open our eyes to its abundance. Grace is all around 
us, not just in the hopeful future but in the miracle 
of now.” Richard Paul Evans 
 
“Grace is receiving a present we know we don’t de-
serve, we never thought we would receive, and we 
never saw coming – not in a million years!” 
 
So don’t spend your life looking through the win-
dow, admiring grace. Open the door, step inside and 
breathe it in.  Start believing what God says about 
you - you are blessed, favored, loved, forgiven. Call 
it a gift.  But don’t call it easy.  Call it what it 
is.  Call it grace! 
 
Ephesians 1:7-8: “He is so rich in kindness and 
grace that he purchased our freedom with the 
blood of his Son and forgave our sins. He has 
showered his kindness on us, along with all wis-
dom and understanding.” NLT 
 

Prayers 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, 
Glenda Tarwater,  Coy Burnett,  Ollie 
Kirksey, Shelby Crouch, Ron Ellis, Jo West, 
J.R. Cartillar, Ruby Hood, Arvel Pratt, Ruby 
Latimer, Geoffrey Shaw, Nathan Andrews, 
Linda Mosby, Micah Ruiz, Becky Brown, So-
phia Barton, Tommy Jones, Lorri Petty, Bri-
an Sanders, Thomas Reynolds, Dean Comp-
ton,  Pamella Martin, Renee Keifer, Roy Ash-
er, Eleanor Evans , Michelle Hutto, Rhonda 
Helton. 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary Arm-
strong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport), Velma Willis (McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 

 
*************** 

 
Trunk-or-Treat is Saturday, October 31st, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. on the church parking lot. 
Please bring candy for the event. 

 
************** 

 
A wise man learns by the mistakes of others,  

a fool by his own. 
——————— 

 
Life really doesn’t have to be perfect  

to be wonderful. 
——————— 

 
Some people are wise  

and some people are otherwise. 
———————- 

 
The reward of a thing well done  

is having done it. 

Therefore, the less grace you need, the better. That 
couldn’t be more painfully illustrated than by 
preachers or writers who say things akin to, “We 
don’t want to rely on God’s grace too much!”  
 
In all seriousness, the way some Christians talk 
about grace you would almost think it’s a bad 
thing, something we should only use in limited 
quantities because it means we’re not good 
enough. 
 
Well, a bit of a newsflash for you if you think that 
way — you aren’t good enough! There is no 
such thing as relying on God’s grace too much.  In 
1 Peter 1:13, Peter commanded his readers to 
“rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” NKJV 
 
Grace brings us salvation and justifies us: 
 
Titus 2:11  - “For the grace of God has been 
revealed, bringing salvation to all people.” NLT 
 
Titus 3:7  - “Because of his grace he declared us 
righteous and gave us confidence that we will 
inherit eternal life.” NLT 
 
Grace, not our precise obedience, is our comfort 
and hope: 2 Thessalonians 2:16  - “Now may 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 
Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal comfort and a wonderful hope…” NLT 
 
Even the good works which He has planned for 
us are not possible without His grace, as Paul 
stressed throughout His writings:  
 
Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not of your-
selves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.” NKJV 
 
Ephesians 4:7 - “But to each one of us grace 
was given according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift.” NKJV 


