
Published weekly by the Hickory Ridge Church of Christ 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
A Definitive Ranking of Sins  

By Jack Wilkie 
 
1. Murder 
2. Rape 
3. Homosexuality 
4. Adultery 
5. Drug use 
6. Fornication 
7. Pornography 
8. Drunkenness 
9. Stealing 
10. Lust 
… 
97. Outbursts of anger 
98. Envy 
99. Lying 
100. Covetousness 
 
“But all sins are equal in God’s sight,” you’re probably think-
ing. And that’s exactly right. There is no such thing as a 
“definitive ranking of sins.”  
 
The payment for each and every sin is the exact same – death:   
 
Romans 6:23  - “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” NKJV 
 
Matthew 26:27-28: “Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this 
is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for 
the remission of sins.” NKJV 
 
Sure, different sins can carry different earthly consequences, 
but in the end they are all rebellion against God’s holy nature. 
“A sin is a sin,” we say. 
 
But - do we live like we believe that? I don’t think we do! 

Sunday Morning Servers 

October 11, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements…………...Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader………………...Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Jerry & Kathy  
                                          Phipps 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                          David Wilson 
                                           
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Sherman Cullum, Larry Volk, Rick Phillips, 
Lonnie Seabaugh, Jerry Phipps 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#1 
Children’s Home……………Canned Chicken 
Gift Bag Item for October……Hot Chocolate Mix                                                
 
October 11…...Baby Girl Shower 
 
October 15…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                              (7:00-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

October 11, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. David Wilson 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......65 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…..106 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….35 
Wednesday Worship…………………….43 
Contribution…...........................$1,924.85 
 
 

 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
Sin is why we die, why marriages break up, why 
people result to drugs and alcohol, why Jesus died 
on the cross, the reason people will be in hell.  If 
God were to put one half of one sin against us, it 
would be enough to damn and doom us forever. 
Paul said the wages of sin is death, not the wages 
of sin is a bad mood or a hard day or a bout with 
depression, but death – sin is fatal.   
 
James 1:15 – “…when desire has conceived, it 
gives birth to sin, and sin, when it is full grown, 
brings forth death.” NKJV  
 
Sin is bad. It’s ugly, evil, and will be the death of 
each of us if we don’t repent. But that doesn’t 
mean sin can’t be forgiven.  
 
Regardless of where a sin falls on the lists we 
come up with for “big” and “little” sins, we have 
to strive to have the heart of Christ in all things, 
forgiving others and helping them move past their 
sins.  
 
Or, it could mean forgiving ourselves, because we 
know God is faithful and righteous to forgive and 
we aren’t being more just than He is by continuing 
to beat ourselves up over the past. Finally, it’s im-
portant that we don’t gloss over those little sins.  
 
An unrepentant heart will only care about the 
“big” sins that might make others look down on 
us, or the sins for which we may get caught or 
punished, but a heart that’s truly given to God will 
be constantly striving to root out all sin.  
 
Every sin is a failure to show the glory of God, and 
we should never forget that it’s our purpose to 
shine His glory as brightly as possible in all things! 
 
Friends, God knows your hurts, hang-ups, and 
habits.  He knows the good and bad. When we 
have had a tough week or month or life, we may 
think that no one really cares! We are wrong, God 
knows. God knows your hurts, hang-ups, and hab-
its.  He knows the good and bad.  
 
When we have had a tough week or month or life, 
we may think that no one really cares  - we are 
wrong, God cares!  

Or maybe we think, “Nobody knows how I’m strug-
gling to break this habit.”  God knows!  Perhaps we 
think, “Nobody knows the depression and fear I’m 
going through.”  God knows!  He knows it all.  And 
He cares!  Nothing escapes His notice. 
 
King David had plenty of sorrow in his life, and he 
said of God: Psalm 31:7 – “I am radiant with joy be-
cause of your mercy, for you have listened to my 
troubles and have seen the crisis in my soul.” TLB 
 
God sees the crisis you may be going through right 
now. Matthew 6:8 - “…Your Father knows exactly 
what you need before you ask Him.” NLT 
 
Psalm 34:18 - “The Lord is close to the brokenheart-
ed; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed.” 
NLT 
 
God is with you in your pain, and He is able to help 
you overcome your hurts, hang-ups and habits.  Did 
you know that God keeps a record of every tear that 
has fallen down your cheeks?   
 
Psalm 56:8 – “You keep track of all my sor-
rows. You have collected all my tears in your bot-
tle. You have recorded each one in your book.” NLT 
 
Isn’t that incredible?  You have never, ever shed a 
tear that God missed.  Nothing is beyond His love; 
nothing is beyond His compassionate gaze.  He is 
with you, and He is aware of everything you’ve gone 
through, are going through, and will go through. 
 
Job said of God, Job 13:27 - “…You keep close watch 
on all my paths.” NIV 
 
God is watching over you; nothing escapes His eye.  
Sometimes we wish God didn’t have to see all the 
poor choices we make.  The fact is, nothing is off the 
record with God: Psalm 69:5 - “O God, you know 
how foolish I am; my sins cannot be hidden from 
you.” NLT 
 
God is not shocked by your sin.  He knew it was com-
ing long before you did.  He knows why you did it, 
even when you don’t.  He knows your good days, your 
bad days, your foolish decisions, and all your secrets.  
Amazingly, He still loves you! 

 
 

Prayers 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Glenda Tarwa-
ter,  Coy Burnett,  Ollie Kirksey, Shelby 
Crouch, Ron Ellis, Jo West, J.R. Cartillar, Ru-
by Hood, Arvel Pratt, Ruby Latimer, Geof-
frey Shaw, Nathan Andrews, Linda Mosby, 
Ann Johnson, Becky Brown, Belle Burnett, 
Sophia Barton, Tommy Jones, Lorri Petty, 
Thomas Reynolds, Dean Compton,   Pamella 
Martin, Renee Keifer, Roy Asher, Eleanor 
Evans  
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary Arm-
strong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport), Velma Willis (McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 

 
************ 

 
Thanks to all who gave supplies to the Chil-
dren’s Home of Paragould. 
 

*********** 
 

Don’t despair because of evil; 
God will have the last word. 

___________ 
 

God wants you to spend your time and  
treasure building His kingdom, not your own. 

___________ 
 

You’ll never get a busy signal  
On the prayer line to heaven. 

___________ 
 

Never let the abundance of God’s gifts 
 cause you to forget the Giver. 

 

 

Even though sins can’t be ranked along any partic-
ular lines, I don’t think the list above is too much 
of a stretch for the way most of us see sins. Some 
might even see the list and try to rearrange the 
rankings based on what they think is worse. The 
truth is, we often do have an arbitrary hierarchy of 
sins, typically so we can look at the first few listed 
and say “Well, at least I don’t struggle with 
THAT” and feel better about ourselves.  
 
That would make us just like the Pharisee in Luke 
18 who said, “I thank you, God, that I am not like 
this man.” 
 
Or, on the other side, we can look at people who 
do have things like that in their past and view 
them in a totally different light, never letting them 
outgrow their former life, or worse – never helping 
them leave it. But many homosexuals have aban-
doned that life and come to Christ. A number of 
adulterers have restored their marriages. Even 
murderers like Saul of Tarsus can be restored, be-
cause the blood of Christ is that powerful. Imagine 
how the history of the world would’ve been radi-
cally altered if Ananias hadn’t taken God’s com-
mand to go speak to someone whose career pur-
pose was to persecute people just like Ananias. 
 
If you are that person who is either struggling 
with one of those sins or has in the past, you have 
likely felt the stigma associated with such short-
comings. It’s this feeling that drives many with a 
deep, dark sin history to drive it deeper and dark-
er rather than exposing it to light through confes-
sion. Friends, sin is ugly bad, and must be dealt 
with! Psalm 143:2 – “…For in Your sight no one 
living is righteous.” NKJV 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 – “…there is not a just man on 
earth who does good and does not sin.” NKJV  
 
Romans 3:10 - “…there is none righteous, no, 
not, one.” NKJV  
 
Romans 3:23 - “…all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.”  NKJV 
 
Isaiah 59:2 - “But your iniquities have separated 
you from your God; and your sins have hidden 
His face from you, so that He will not hear.”  
NKJV 


