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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister/Elder 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
 

Deacon 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
What To Do When God Is Silent 

 
The Bible is clear that God is always there for us and 
working His will to our benefit, even in life’s most diffi-
cult moments. The general idea is that we don’t have to 
know everything in order to trust Him. 
 
But, as you probably well know, there’s a huge distance 
between intellectually grasping what the Bible says and 
learning to accept it. When you’re in the midst of one of 
those difficult situations, you can read and re-read all of 
those biblical promises, but all that knowledge doesn’t do 
much for you today. Sure, it’s some comfort for the fu-
ture, but the here and now is still what it is, and that can 
be hard to handle sometimes. 
 
So what do we do? While those well-meaning clichés like 
“While you’re waiting for God to open a door, praise 
Him in the hallway” are sometimes offered, they don’t 
help all that much, either.  
 
So beyond reminding yourself that God cares for you, 
what can you do when you’re waiting on that job, child-
less, single, stuck in a less-than-ideal living or work situa-
tion, or in some other hardship that seems hopeless? 
 
1)  Work on your spiritual life! 

 
There’s always something to work on in our spiritual walk 
of faith. Sometimes while we’re waiting on an answer to 
prayer we find ourselves with more time than we’ll have 
once that prayer is answered.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

November 1, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... David Wilson 
Announcements…………...Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader………………...Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella  
                                          Crouch 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Lonnie Seabaugh 
                                          David Wilson 
                                           
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#4 
Children’s Home……………Cereal 
Gift Bag Item for November……Christmas Pot  
                                                     Holders    
November 3……..Ladies’ Devotional 
November 3……..Elders & Deacons Meet 
November 4…….Prayer Service                                           
November 5…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                              (7:00-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

November 1, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......58 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….96 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….50 
Wednesday Worship…………………….41 
Contribution…...........................$1,829.00 
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to serve them is one of the best ways to make 
use of the time we have while we wait on 
God. 
 
3)  Pray. Pray. And pray again! 

 
Of course, this lesson is about what to do 
when you’ve already prayed and are waiting 
on an answer. But it’s critically important that 
we remember to just keep praying. With pray-
er, the temptation often arises to say “I tried 
that.” We get the idea of prayer, and we 
know that God hears us -  it’s just that some-
times it feels like it’s not doing anything. Just 
keep praying. 
 
Luke 11:5-13: “And He said to 
them, “Which of you shall have a friend, 
and go to him at midnight and say to him, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend 
of mine has come to me on his journey, and 
I have nothing to set before him’; and he 
will answer from within and say, ‘Do not 
trouble me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise 
and give to you’? I say to you, though he 
will not rise and give to him because he is 
his friend, yet because of his persistence he 
will rise and give him as many as he needs. 
“So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and 
to him who knocks it will be opened. If a 
son asks for bread from any father among 
you, will he give him a stone? Or if he 
asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent 
instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, 
will he offer him a scorpion? If you then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him!” NKJV 

You’ll notice two separate parts that teach us the 
importance of prayer. At first, Jesus gives a mini
-parable, saying that sometimes persistence is 
required to get the job done, so don’t give up. He 
follows that with the reminder that God is the 
perfect Father, and He won’t give us stones or 
snakes when we ask for loaves and eggs. You’re 
talking to the all-powerful Creator, He’s listen-
ing, and He’s going to do what’s best for you.  
 
That’s why we persist in prayer – to be reminded 
of that, even when we’re not always getting the 
immediate answer we’re looking for. 
 
It’s okay to pray for what you want specifically, 
but always leave the request open to God’s will, 
because what we want is not always what’s best. 
Pray for Him to grant you contentment until He 
answers your request. And then keep on praying. 
No matter how long you go without an an-
swer, don’t give up on Him. 
 
There’s hardly anybody who has the luxury of 
going through life without hitting some kind of 
hardship, some time of anxiety and waiting. 
Truthfully, those are often the best times to 
strengthen our faith and learn to trust God all the 
more. Even when you know what the Bible says 
about trusting God, we often have to see Him 
work in our lives in some way to be reminded 
that He’s with us.  
 
So, rather than questioning God when times get 
tough, take time for extra effort in your spiritual 
life. Invest in the lives of other people. And keep 
on praying. We know that God cares. Let’s pur-
pose to get to work so we can see that truth in 
action. Isaiah 40:31 - “But those who wait on  
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall 
run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint.” NKJV 

Prayers 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, 
Glenda Tarwater,  Coy Burnett,  Tammy 
McPherson, David Gerald Slocum, Ollie 
Kirksey, Ron Ellis, Jo West, James John-
son, J.R. Cartillar, Ruby Hood, Ruth Den-
nis, Lucy Paxton, Arvel Pratt, Ruby Lati-
mer, Geoffrey Shaw, Nathan Andrews, 
Linda Mosby, Dickie Crouch, Micah 
Ruiz, Becky Brown, Sophia Barton, Tom-
my Jones, Lorri Petty, Brian Sanders, 
Thomas Reynolds, Dean Compton,  Pa-
mella Martin, Renee Keifer, Roy Asher, 
Eleanor Evans, Michelle Hutto, Rhonda 
Helton, Belle Jones, John Crocker, Becky 
Paxton 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary 
Armstrong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson, Geraldine Peebles, Ann Griffin 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 

 
*************** 

 
What is life? It is the flash of a firefly in the 
night. It is the breath of a buffalo in the winter-
time, it is the little shadow which runs across 
the grass and loses itself in the sunset.  

—Crowfoot (1830-90) 
—————— 

 

Power will intoxicate the best hearts, as wine 
the strongest heads. No man is wise enough, 
nor good enough, to be trusted with unlimited 
power. —Charles Caleb Colton (1780-1832) 

The excuses for putting off spiritual develop-
ment will always be there. I’m sure you’ve 
heard the old list of excuses – “Just let me get 
out of school and start my career, Lord, then 
I’ll serve you.” Then it’s “just let me get 
married…Just let me have kids…Just let me 
get my kids through school…Just let me get 
to retirement.”  
 
It’s usually about that time when many Chris-
tians excuse themselves from the work of the 
church. Instead of waiting for the next step in 
life, why not purpose to grow today? Dedicate 
yourself to overcoming a particular weakness. 
Develop a spiritual discipline you may have 
neglected. Learn something new about the 
Bible. Rather than dwelling on the challenges 
you’re facing in life, put some time, energy, 
and focus into something that will pay off 
long term, no matter how God directs your 
life. 
 
2)  Invest in other people’s lives! 

 
One of the best ways to quell the anxiety and 
uncertainty that comes while we learn to trust 
God is to serve others. As opposed to focusing 
on ourselves and the things we want or need, 
service gets us thinking about other people. In 
this way we can emulate the love that Jesus 
has for us, and putting our knowledge about 
God into action is just another way in which 
we can grow closer to Him and trust Him all 
the more as we see His love working through 
our actions. Find someone you can serve. Put 
people on your prayer list so you’ll be re-
minded to think of them each day and check 
in on them occasionally. Spend some time 
with somebody who could use some encour-
agement. Sometimes in looking for ways to 
encourage others we say the very words we 
need to hear. Learning to put others first and 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2011.5-13

