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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Why “I’m mostly a good person” isn’t good enough 

Jack Wilkie 
 

“I’m mostly a good person, so I’m okay with God.” 
 

“It’s not like God is going to send me to hell for that one little 

sin.” 
 

“My good deeds outweigh the bad, so I don’t think God is go-

ing to judge me for doing _____.” 
 

“Well, God gives us grace so I’m sure He’ll forgive me for 

this one.” 
 

“It’s just the one sin. I try to obey God on everything else.” 
 

People have been making excuses for willful sins since the 

Garden of Eden. It’s nothing new, and it’s also not something 

that’s out of the ordinary, either. None of us like to think of 

ourselves as people with a sin problem. As one man put it, 

we’re “too comfortable both with our sin and with our lack of 

sin.” 
 

In other words, we can fall into the trap of thinking that the sins 

we commit aren’t that bad and besides, there are a lot of other 

sins we don’t commit, so it’s all good, right?  
 

Many who claim to be Christians like to assert that God won’t 

send us to hell over “the little things!”  
 

If that’s the case, then the question must be asked – what does 

God do with the sins we find excusable or reasonable?  

Sunday Morning Servers 

May 31, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements…………..David Wilson 
Song Leader………………..Doug Wilson 
Greeters…………………….George & Peggy 
                                         Burnett 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Frank Crouch 
                                         Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, John Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#2 
Children’s Home……………Mushrooms 
Gift Bag Item for May……..Bath Soap 
 
June 2……..Ladies’ Devotional 
June 2……..Elders & Deacons Meet 
June 3……..Singing Service 
June 14……CRC Day 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

May 31, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Leonard Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......50 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….71 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..….38 
Wednesday Worship………….….……..28 
Contribution…......................................NA 
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However, to walk in the light means to hate sin 

and realize that it leads to nothing but death and 

that our lives are never happier when we choose 

sin over God. 
 

As C.S. Lewis said, “God cannot give man a 

happiness and peace apart from Himself because 

it is not there. There is no such thing.”  
 

As long as we think we have to choose between 

truly happy lives and obedience to God, we’ve 

completely misunderstood who God is. 
 

If you truly think that God is holding back and 

making you live a deprived life, that means you 

don’t trust His promises. You’re calling the 

psalmist (and the Holy Spirit) a liar for saying that 

true delight comes from God’s commands, as He 

expressed several times in various ways in Psalm 

119 verses 24, 35, 47, 70, 77, 92, 143, and 174! 

 
Psalm 119:16 - “I will delight myself in Your 

statutes; I will not forget Your word.” NKJV 
 

You’re saying that God can’t be trusted - that 

life is better when you call the shots than when 

God does.  
 

When any Christian makes a conscious decision 

to continually hang onto a sin they find enjoyable 

or place something in this life above God, they’ve 

decided to live without faith. Hebrews 11:6 - 

“But without faith it is impossible to please 

Him…” NKJV 
 

If God doesn’t count you as righteous through a 

working faith in Christ’s blood, He has no other 

choice. In one sense, God doesn’t so much send 

people to hell as He lets people choose it. Some-

one who (through their actions) is daily telling 

God that they believe sin to be more enjoyable, 

fulfilling, and desirable than a relationship with 
Him has already made their choice.  

If Jesus can send away the rich young ruler (who had 

a lot better record than most of us) because he placed 

his riches above God, God can send us away when 

we choose sin over trusting and obeying the Father. 

 

I’m afraid this point is lost on a lot of churchgoers 

today. Because churches have pretty well staked out 

their doctrines and we’re assured that we’re right, 

from there it’s a matter of going into autopilot. We 

can be caught going an entire lifetime mechanically 

obeying what’s right and what’s wrong.  

 

The problem is, that hasn’t been good enough for the 

last generation. One generation does things “Because 

the Bible says so.” The next one does most of those 

things, but excuses the sins they want to commit be-

cause “It’s not like God will send me to hell for it.” 

By the third generation, “Because the Bible says so” 

is all but meaningless, since the entire foundation 

lacked the faith that answers why the Bible said for 

us to do anything – because God loves us and has 

given us the path for joyful, fulfilling lives here with 

the confidence of eternal life in heaven with Him 

afterwards. 

 

To avoid the trap of being comfortable with our sins 

and with our lack of sins, we have to know what 

we’re supposed to do and why we’re supposed to do 

it, and then we have to trust that if God commanded 

it, it’s the best thing for us. Love is the driving force 

of all of God’s actions, and it’s why we have hope 

even though we’re going to keep on struggling with 

sin. Faith that the struggle to kill those sins will be 

worth it must be the driving force in all of our choic-

es. 

 

James 1:21 - “So get rid of all the filth and evil in 

your lives, and humbly accept the word God has 

planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save 

your souls.” NLT 

 

 

 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Leonard Wilson, 
Mary Armstrong, Nila Roark, Ronald 
Kirksey, Coy Burnett, Vivian Wilson,  Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty An-
drews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson, Pete Peebles, 
Tammy McPherson,  Corey Reynolds,  Con-
nie Gardner, Ron Ellis, Clarence Dennis, 
Rose Scarlett, Cassie Parrish & girls,  Jerry 
Seabaugh, Ruby Latimer, Larry Sams, Angel-
la Holleman, Jerry & Jill Carlisle, Larry & 
Artie McCain,  Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, 
Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & Margie 
Hess, James Johnson, Jr., Gladys McClana-
han, Kenneth Dowdy, Lucy Hubble, Eleanor 
Evans, Nina Slocum,  Otis Reynolds, Chuck 
Clemmons, Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Li-
sa Dix, Charles Hollis, Laura Mae Glass, Mel-
vin Gunner, Paul Moore, Christine Imboden, 
Hannah Davil, Eldon Wixon,  Mary Jane Ken-
non, Jennifer Martin, Thomas Reynolds Jr., 
Brooklyn Mashburn. 
 

Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport), Velma Willis (McCrory) 
 

Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the families of Nan-
cy Gilmore, Carolyn Tarwater Baughn, 
Johnita Burnett, & Norma Goodart Volk who 
all passed away this week. 
 
We rejoice that Mitch Goodbar was baptized 
into Christ this week. 

 

 

Isaiah 1:16-17a: “Wash yourselves 

and be clean! Get your sins out of 
my sight. Give up your evil ways. 

Learn to do good…” NLT 

What happens if we don’t do a whole host of sins 

but hang on to one or two that we think we are 

owed or that we believe make us happy? Will God 

send us to hell for those things? Will grace cover 

them? 
 

The Bible gives a direct answers to those ques-

tions: Hebrews 10:26-27: “For if we sin willfully 

after we have received the knowledge of the 

truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 

sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judg-

ment, and fiery indignation which will devour 

the adversaries.” NKJV 
 

However, we as humans don’t always think long 

term. We live in an instant gratification society, 

and sometimes making a choice today based off of 

a long-term, unseen decision between heaven and 

hell can be difficult. We need to understand that 

the long-term effect of sin and the short-term ef-

fect are inseparable. Consider the following pro-

gression of thought: 
 

I believe my life will be happier or more enjoy-

able with that sin! Fill in whatever it may be – a 

sinful relationship, dishonesty at work, alcohol or 

drug addiction, an unrestrained tongue, anger, por-

nography/lust, or whatever the sin may be. Maybe 

we’re doing well fighting most every other sin, but 

when we have this attitude we feel entitled to keep 

doing whatever it may be. 
 

I think God has held something back from 

me! You believe that He has placed a choice be-

fore you that you can either be happy or you can 

obey Him, but you can’t do both. Unfortunately, 

Christians can project this attitude to their worldly 

friends when they reminisce about “the good old 

days,” before they had to start acting a certain 

way out of some obligation to God and the church, 

or when they imply that they would go out and 

engage in whatever sin, but they aren’t allowed to.  

 


