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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Who will be in heaven? 

 
One day three men met at the end of a dock on a Florida 
beach. One of the men ran and jumped off the dock land-
ing five feet out into the water. The other men yelled, 
“What are you trying to do?” 
  
He yelled back, “I am trying to jump across the Atlantic 
Ocean!” The second man said, “Watch me, I can do bet-
ter than that!” He ran, jumped, and landed ten feet out 
into the water, twice as far as the first men.  
 
The third man laughed and said, “That’s nothing. Watch 
this!” He backed up fifty feet, made a mad dash across 
the dock, jumped, and landed twenty feet out, four times 
as far as the first man. 
 
You probably think it’s silly for these men to try what is 
obviously impossible – yet people today are trying to do 
something even more impossible than this when they try 
to earn their own salvation.   
 
Sometimes people say, “I’m a good person. Won’t God 
accept me into heaven? Surely my good will outweigh 
my bad and I will be ok?”   
 

Occasionally I hear Christians say things like, “Well, he 

wasn’t a Christian, but he sure was a good guy and I 

think people like that will surely go to heaven too.”  
 

When we hold out hope that our non-Christian friends and 

family will make it to heaven, we actually reveal a huge 

and fundamental flaw in our understanding of the gospel.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

May 3, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements…………..Doug Wilson 
Song Leader………………..Rick Phillips 
Greeters…………………….Doug & Kay Wilson                                                                       
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Frank Crouch 
                                         Lonnie Seabaugh  
 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, John Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#2 
Children’s Home……………Snack Crackers 
Gift Bag Item for May……..Bath Soap 
 
May 3………..Cook-out after A.M. Services 
May 5………..Ladies’ Devotional 
May 5………..Elders & Deacons Meet 
May 6………..Prayer Service 
May 7………..Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
May 9………..Memphis Zoo Trip  
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Sunday Evening Servers 

May 3, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......61 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….80 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..31 
Wednesday Worship………….….……..38 
Contribution…...........................$1,723.00 
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Romans 3:23 – “…for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God.” NKJV  
 

Good Works Do Not Erase Sin: The whole 

point of the gospel is that man is incapable 
of washing his own sins away. If we have 
sinned – even one time – we have a problem 
that we cannot solve on our own. Doing a 
million good deeds will not erase a single sin. 
If it were possible to work off our debt of sin, 
Jesus would not have had to die. The blood 
of Jesus is the only thing that can take away 
our sin stains and make us clean: Hebrews 
9:22 - “…without the shedding of blood 
there is no forgiveness of sins.” ESV  
 
When we hold out hope that generous and 
kind people will go to heaven, we are really 
saying, “Maybe Jesus was wrong. Maybe 
people’s good deeds really do wash their 
sins away. Maybe people can save them-
selves from their own sins. Maybe Jesus did-
n’t have to die on the cross after all.” 
 

The Gospel is Our Only Hope: Jesus said 

He was the “ONLY” way to the Father: John 
14:6 - “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Fa-
ther except through Me.” NKJV 
 
To say there is a way to avoid the punish-
ment we all deserve and receive eternal life in 
heaven by any other way than through Christ, 
is to directly contradict Jesus. 
 
Christianity is not a “universalist” religion - 
the Bible does not teach that everyone will be 
saved. The only way to heaven is through 
Christ, if we want to go there, we must accept 
Him and His sacrifice and obey His gospel! 
 
Those who refuse what Jesus offers and/or 
try to make it on their own will be separated 
from God throughout eternity.  

 

Mark 16:15-16: “…Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He who 
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 
who does not believe will be condemned.” 
NKJV 
 
Heaven is a real place that has been reserved for 
those who follow God’s will - no one will stum-
ble into heaven - Christians must intend to go 
there! Going to heaven is not by accident or by 
default.  
 
Heaven is for those who have set their sights on 
going there and have let nothing get in their way 
of reaching that eternal goal. “Heaven is a pre-
pared place for prepared people.” 
 
Each one of us has a choice to make. We must 
decide whether to devote ourselves to Christ 
and receive the blessings of heaven or to reject 
His sacrifice for our sins and be excluded from 
God’s presence forever. 
 
People wonder about who will be in heaven and 
who will not.  The more important question for 
each person to ask is, “Will I be there?” The fi-
nal decision is ours! 
 
One truth is certain, God wants us there: Reve-
lation 22:17 – “And the Spirit and the bride 
say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, 
“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Who-
ever desires, let him take the water of life 
freely.” NKJV 
 
That’s something we don’t have to wonder 
about! 
 

“When a child of God dies, he does not leave 

home, he goes home!”  

 

Hebrews 13:14 – “For this world is not our 

permanent home; we are looking forward to a 

home yet to come.” NLT 

 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Mary Arm-
strong, Ronald Kirksey, Coy Burnett, Vivian 
Wilson,  Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Ste-
venson, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gib-
son, Pete Peebles, Tammy McPherson, Corey 
Reynolds, Blake Powell, Connie Gardner, 
Ron Ellis, Clarence Dennis, Rose Scarlett, 
Cassie Parrish & girls, Sophie Barton, Jerry 
Seabaugh, Ruby Latimer, Angella Holleman, 
Jerry & Jill Carlisle, Larry & Artie McCain, 
Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, Larry Nix-
on, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & Mar-
gie Hess, James Johnson, Jr., Gladys 
McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Lucy Hubble, 
Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, Nina Slocum,  
Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons, Glen Hi-
rons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, Charles Hol-
lis, J.P. Jones, Laura Mae Glass, Melvin Gun-
ner, Paul Moore, Christine Imboden, Hannah 
Davil, Eldon Wixon, Houston Armstrong. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Gary 
Poindexter who passed away Wednesday.   
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Pat 
Kimbrough, Ronald Kirksey’s aunt, who 
passed away. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

 

Wedding of Lisa Newberry & Daniel Rutter 
will be held Saturday, May 16, at 4 p.m. at 

210 CR 130, Hickory Ridge, the home of 

Leonard Wilson. 

 

“Good people don’t go to heaven;  

saved people do!” 

 
Here’s why these “good people” will not be 
going to heaven if they are not Christians. 
 

They Are Not “Good” People: We often 

refer to people who are nice, easy to get 
along with, and helpful to others as “good” 
people. They may certainly do some good 
things. They may volunteer to feed the home-
less, care for sick children in the hospital, 
and help little old ladies across the street. 
They may be generous and kind. They may 
not sleep around, do drugs, or even drink. 
But none of this makes a person “good.” 
 
There is only one standard of “good” - “…No 
one is good - except God alone” (Mark 
10:18). NIV  
 
If a person is not perfect, as God is, he or she 
is “not good.” God does not grade on a curve 
and He does not lower His standards just so 
we can meet them. He does not say, “Well, 
you aren’t perfect, but at least you’re better 
than some people.” 
 

They Are Sinners: The reason no one is 

good is because everyone has sinned. We 
have all “missed the mark.” God created us 
for His glory and we have all fallen short. 
This sin is rebellion against our Creator and 
it has caused us to become God’s enemies:  
 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 – “For there is not a just 
man on earth who does good and does not 
sin.” NKJV 
 
Romans 3:10-12:  “As it is written: “There is 
none righteous, no, not one; there is none 
who understands; there is none who seeks 
after God. They have all turned aside; they 
have together become unprofitable; there is 
none who does good, no, not one.” NKJV 


