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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
4 Right Ways to Handle Conflict 

Jack Wilkie 
 
Though we don’t think about it much these days, October 
1962 was one of the most important times in the history 
of the world. Directly at the height of the Cold War, rela-
tions between the US and the Soviet Union were incredi-
bly strained, never directly at war but never more than a 
call or two away from it, either.  
 
In response to some actions the US had taken, including 
placing missiles in Turkey, the Soviets began placing mis-
siles in Cuba, bringing the possibility of war within 100 
miles of the US coast in Florida.  
 
Rather than sending more passive aggressive messages, 
refusing to talk to each other, or starting all out war, 
President Kennedy and Soviet leader Khrushchev entered 
into negotiations, reaching a compromise that took the 
immediate threats away from both nations and estab-
lished the famed “red telephone” line of communication 
between Washington and the Kremlin. 
 
Despite the heated rivalry between the two countries, de-
spite their obvious differences of opinion on just about 
every aspect of world politics, and despite the present 
conflict they had created, officials on both sides realized 
there was simply too much at stake to not have open 
lines of communication.  
 
The world had never been so close to nuclear warfare, 
and likely has never been that close since, and the differ-
ence came down to a willingness to talk.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

May 24, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements…………..John Wilson 
Song Leader………………..Rick Phillips 
Greeters…………………….David & Jeanie  
                                         Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                         George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, John Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#1 
Children’s Home……………Murphey’s Oil Soap 
Gift Bag Item for May……..Bath Soap 
 
May 28………..Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
 
June 14……….CRC Day 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

May 24, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......50 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….84 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..42 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...35 
Contribution…...........................$1,786.95 
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This step can often mean swallowing a lot of 
pride, but if we really want to follow Romans 
12:18 - “...as far as it depends on you…,” 
we’ll humble ourselves and start the relation-
ship back on the right path. 
 

Confront the sin. Once we’ve addressed our 

own sins, that doesn’t always mean the other 
person is ready to admit theirs. They might 
just keep on doing it. Matthew 18:15 tells us 
that if we feel the other person has sinned, 
we should go to them in private first. It’s not 
about embarrassing the other person or gain-
ing some arbitrary upper hand, it’s about 
making it right, and the best way to do it is 
to sit down with the person and let them 
know what you feel they’ve done to you.  
 
The context directly before and after the in-
structions for confrontation are about help-
ing others find forgiveness and restoration, 
and we should always have those goals in 
mind when we confront others about sin. 
 

Ignore the offense. The great thing about 

God’s plan for having us work out offenses in 
person is that it’s difficult, so we really have 
to evaluate if it’s worth it. When we gossip or 
hold in anger or take one of the wrong ap-
proaches, we don’t have to give any consider-
ation except what we want.  
 
When we follow God’s plan, we realize that 
we can either seek to work it out with the 
person, or we can let it go. That’s it. Since 
working it out is difficult, most of those of-
fenses that get us so worked up suddenly 
don’t seem like that big of a deal.  
 
Proverbs 19:11 - “Sensible people control 
their temper; they earn respect by over-
looking wrongs.” NLT 
 

The mark of a mature Christian is one who isn’t 
looking to get offended by every little thing. It's 
up to you what you let bother you! 
 

Give the benefit of the doubt. 1 Corinthians 

13:7 tells us that love “...believes all things...” 
which is generally interpreted to mean that if 
we love others, we’ll believe the best about them 
rather than the worst. Selfish people always ex-
cuse their own faults and focus on the sins of 
others. Loving Christians look to excuse the 
faults of others and always take responsibility 
for their own.  
 
I don’t mean this to say that if someone is in sin 
we should let them continue in it, but we should 
give people the benefit of the doubt when they 
say something that upsets us or do something 
we perceive might be a slight against us.  
 
Continued patterns of behavior shouldn’t be 
ignored, either, but phrases like “Maybe he’s 
having a bad day,” “I know she’s got a lot on 
her plate right now,” “I’m sure he didn’t mean 
it like that” should regularly be in our thoughts 
for the occasional offense. 
 
When you read the New Testament, you start to 
notice just how much of it is dedicated to unity 
and the loving relationship we should have with 
our Christian family along with how we should 
treat others to show them the love of Christ. If 
we handle conflict God’s way and show that 
we’re not looking out for ourselves but instead 
are using relationships to His glory, the con-
flicts in marriage, the workplace, and the church 
will all suddenly take on a whole new feeling, 
one marked by love and not by selfishness.  
 
We’re not necessarily preventing nuclear war, 
but we may be winning a soul from eternal pun-
ishment to eternal life. 
 

Luke 6:31 – “Do to others as you would like 
them to do to you.” NLT 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Mary Arm-
strong, Ronald Kirksey, Coy Burnett, Vivian 
Wilson,  Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Ste-
venson, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gib-
son, Pete Peebles, Tammy McPherson,  Co-
rey Reynolds, Carolyn Tarwater Baughn, 
Connie Gardner, Ron Ellis, Clarence Dennis, 
Rose Scarlett, Cassie Parrish & girls,  Jerry 
Seabaugh, Ruby Latimer, Larry Sams, Angel-
la Holleman, Jerry & Jill Carlisle, Larry & 
Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne 
Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pul-
ley, Gilbert & Margie Hess, James Johnson, 
Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Lucy Hubble, Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, 
Nina Slocum,  Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clem-
mons, Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, 
Charles Hollis, Laura Mae Glass, Melvin Gun-
ner, Paul Moore, Christine Imboden, Hannah 
Davil, Eldon Wixon,  Mary May, Mary Jane 
Kennon, Jennifer Martin, Thomas Reynolds 
Jr. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to the 
family of Bob Eppes who passed away this 
past Saturday! 

 
 
 

“People on earth don’t like to hear 
they need to repent, people in hell 

wish they could hear it one more 
time!” 

While we don’t exactly have nuclear warfare 
at stake in our conflicts at others, things like 
the unity of the church, the effectiveness of 
our outreach, and the souls of those with 
whom we quarrel are at stake, and we should-
n’t take those things any less lightly.  
 
We have to realize, as the Soviets and the US 
did, there comes a certain point where child-
ishly sending messages has to stop, and true 
communication is the only answer. We have 
to realize it’s not about expressing our frus-
tration, it’s not about letting other people feel 
our disapproval, it’s about keeping peace 
with all (Romans 12:18), and finding a resolu-
tion through Christ’s love.  
 
Here are four proper ways we can handle 
conflict to keep peace and show His love. 
 

Apologize. We all know how rare it is for 

conflict to only have one side, and even if we 
maintain that we were right all along, we can 
often admit that we could have handled 
things in a better way. 
 
Matthew 5:23-24: “So if you are presenting a 
sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you 
suddenly remember that someone has 
something against you, leave your sacrifice 
there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to 
that person. Then come and offer your sac-
rifice to God.” NLT 
 
Jesus tells us that we shouldn’t even come 
before God in worship if we’ve offended 
someone else, but we should first make it 
right and then return to come before God.  
 
1 John repeatedly makes it clear that we can’t 
have a relationship with God if we aren’t 
treating others right.  
 
Matthew 7:3-5 reminds us that before we 
start in on the sins of others, we need to 
make sure we aren’t being hypocritical.  


