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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
4 Wrong Ways to Handle Conflict 

Jack Wilkie 
 
Today is a Monday, the day pretty well universally known 
as the most difficult day of the week. It wouldn’t be a 
stretch to say that you will probably run into people who 
are frustrated, stressed, or even angry today, and you 
might even be one of those people. 
 
As a natural part of our lives as people who fall short of 
God’s glory, at some point – whether today, tomorrow, 
later this week, or whenever – conflict will arise. Someone 
will get on our nerves.  
 
We will frustrate someone.  However, since “...love your 
neighbor as yourself...” is the second greatest command-
ment (Matthew 22:39), since we are to let our light shine 
before men so they glorify God (Matthew 5:16), and since 
the fruit of the Spirit heavily involves how we interact 
with others (at least six of the nine involve interpersonal 
relationships), how we handle conflict is one of the most 
important things we do as Christians. It’s also one of the 
ways in which we can stand out best in a world full of 
angry, bitter, downtrodden, and stressed people. 
 
Should we choose the wrong way to respond to conflict, 
we can burn bridges and turn people away from God, and 
that’s simply not acceptable behavior for people who 
claim the name of the One who went to the cross and 
died for us without ever striking back at those who 
wrongfully killed Him (Isaiah 53:7).  
 
Our motivation should always be Romans 12:18 – “Do all 
that you can to live in peace with everyone.” NLT 

Sunday Morning Servers 

May 17, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Leonard Wilson 
Announcements…………..Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader………………..Rick Phillips 
Greeters…………………….Frank & Ella  
                                         Crouch 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Frank Crouch 
                                         Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, John Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#4 
Children’s Home……………Chocolate Chips 
Gift Bag Item for May……..Bath Soap 
 
May 21………..Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

May 17, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Ronald Kirksey 
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Contribution…......................................NA 
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deserve to hear from us or, in some cases, 
even know what they did to upset us. But 
how is that a Christ-like response? How does 
that keep the peace as far as it depends on 
us? Where would we be if God treated us that 
way every time we sinned against Him? Keep-
ing the peace often first and foremost means 
keeping lines of communication open. 
 

Angry outbursts. This approach is listed 

among the works of the flesh in Galatians 
5:19-21 as a sin. Holding all of our frustra-
tions with other people in until they boil over 
and explode is a way that’s sadly been recom-
mended by some.  
 
What we’re saying when we hold things in 
until we can’t take it anymore is that we get 
to decide how much is too much. We get to 
decide when someone has crossed the line 
and is deserving of our anger. It gives us 
some sense of moral high ground, usually 
culminating with the words, “I’m sorry, but 
they had it coming,” or “You know, I’ve had 
enough and can’t take it anymore.”  
 
But what about forgiving 70×7 (Matthew 
18:22)? What about giving a gentle answer to 
turn away wrath (Proverbs 15:1)? Holding in 
perceived slights and bottling up grievances 
may be recommended by some, but it ruins 
us from the inside out and only ends in pain 
and regret for everyone involved. 
 

Passive-aggressive shaming. This seems 

to be the mode of choice for letting out frus-
tration for many today, but it can often be 
the steam a volcano lets out before erupting. 
Rather than sitting down and lovingly dis-
cussing an issue with someone, passive ag-
gressive people like to drop hints that they’re 
mad, knowing that people will rarely engage 
them on these snide remarks made in pass-
ing.  

What we’re saying when we treat others this way 
is that we want them to know we’re upset with 
them, but we’re too cowardly and don’t care 
about them enough to actually make things 
right.  
 
The only “message” we should be sending is 
that we love the person and want to be at peace 
with them. One of God’s greatest blessings for 
us is that He communicated to us clearly in His 
Word.  
 
We don’t have to guess at what God wants or 
how we can have a growing, solid relationship 
with Him despite our sins. We know. We should 
extend that grace to others in our relationships. 
 
It’s amazing to think how our relationships at 
home, work, school, church, and everywhere 
else we go would change if we would just drop 
these habits and communicate with people the 
right way, the way God wants us to.  

 
***************************** 

 
 

“Conflict is inevitable, combat is optional!” 
 

Matthew 5:38-39: “You have heard that it was 
said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 

tooth.’ But I tell you not to resist an evil per-
son. But whoever slaps you on your right 
cheek, turn the other to him also.” NKJV  

 
 
 

“The four words that can prevent so much of 
the tension and bitterness in our relationships: 

“I might be wrong!” 
 

Ephesians 4:29 - “Don’t use foul or abusive 
language. Let everything you say be good and 
helpful, so that your words will be an encour-

agement to those who hear them.” NLT 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Mary Arm-
strong, Ronald Kirksey, Coy Burnett, Vivian 
Wilson,  Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Ste-
venson, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gib-
son, Pete Peebles, Tammy McPherson, Wade 
Smith, Corey Reynolds, Carolyn Tarwater 
Baughn, Connie Gardner, Ron Ellis, Clarence 
Dennis, Rose Scarlett, Cassie Parrish & girls,  
Jerry Seabaugh, Ruby Latimer, Larry Sams, 
Angella Holleman, Jerry & Jill Carlisle, Larry 
& Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne 
Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pul-
ley, Gilbert & Margie Hess, James Johnson, 
Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Lucy Hubble, Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, 
Nina Slocum,  Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clem-
mons, Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, 
Charles Hollis, Laura Mae Glass, Melvin Gun-
ner, Paul Moore, Christine Imboden, Hannah 
Davil, Eldon Wixon,  Mary May, Mary Jane 
Kennon. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of David 
Hendrix, Linda Cullum’s cousin, who passed 
away in Wheeler, Mississippi. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
 
Wedding of Lisa Newberry & Daniel Rutter 
will be held Saturday, May 16, at 4 p.m. at 210 
CR 130, Hickory Ridge, the home of Leonard 
Wilson. 
 

There are four destructive responses and in-
stincts we must remove from our work rela-
tionships, marriages, friendships, church re-
lationships, and every other interaction if we 
are going to align ourselves with Jesus and be 
peacemakers. 
 

Gossip. God saw fit to put gossip in with a 

list of “serious” sins in Romans 1:28-32, so 
it’s not something He takes lightly. Going 
around to other people in an attempt to rally 
support or get people to choose sides before 
handling conflict does two things.  
 
First, it hurts that person’s character in the 
eyes of friends, family, and fellow Christians.  
 
Second, it can hurt your credibility and rela-
tionships with the people you tell. Why would 
people want to associate with someone who 
would rather put them down behind their 
back than work to preserve a relationship?  
 
What we’re saying when we gossip about 
someone is that we’d rather let other people 
know that he or she is a lousy person rather 
than repair our relationship and make sure 
we’re both right before God. 
 
Psalm 15:1-3: “Who may worship in your 
sanctuary, Lord? Who may enter your pres-
ence on your holy hill? Those who lead 
blameless lives and do what is right, speak-
ing the truth from sincere hearts. Those 
who refuse to gossip or harm their neigh-
bors or speak evil of their friends.”  NLT 

 
The silent treatment. One of the easiest 

ways to handle conflict is to simply shut the 
other person out and go on with life ignoring 
them and refusing to deal with the situation. 
However, taking that easy road is one of the 
quickest ways to destroy a relationship. What 
we’re saying when we refuse to talk to people 
who have wronged us is that they don’t even 


