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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Stop assuming 

 
Imagine walking into an expensive restaurant and seeing an old 
friend, already enjoying his dinner. When you see the half-eaten 
meal on your friend’s table, you think to yourself, “Wow! He’s 
really pigging out tonight. That’s going to be a huge bill.” You 
wave to your friend and he waves back.  
 
When you finish your dinner the waiter brings your check. To 
your surprise, the waiter has added someone else’s meal to 
your ticket. “What’s the meaning of this,” you ask the waiter. 
The waiter replies, “Your friend said you wouldn’t mind pick-
ing up the tab, so we put his meal on your bill.” 
 
At that moment we might not think very highly of that friend! 
But aren’t we doing the same thing to God by being presumptu-
ous about God’s grace?  
 
Do we say things like, “Well, if it is wrong, God’s grace will 
cover it?” In other words, “I’m going to pig out and expect God 
to take care of the consequences.” I believe that is the grossest 
form of arrogance alive in the religious world today! 
 
The gospel has become so watered-down and perverted today 
that we have a generation of people who have a completely 
warped understanding of Christ, Christianity, and the grace of 
God - even some who believe they are Christians think its ok to 
live in sin - sin such as sexual immorality, gambling, quitting 
the church, etc. 
 
A man who had not attended one service of the church in four 
years said he had never thought of “quitting” the church. He 
already had! If you have quit attending services where the 
Lord’s Supper is taken, if you are not using your talents and 
abilities and resources to strengthen and build the local church, 
then you have “quit” the church and are not saved! Remember 
the fate of the one talent man who did nothing (quit the 
church)? 

Sunday Morning Servers 

May 10, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements…………..Rick Phillips 
Song Leader………………..Doug Wilson 
Greeters…………………….Sherman & Linda  
                                         Cullum  
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                         George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, John Wilson, George Burnett, 
Alan Mahon, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#3 
Children’s Home……………Rotel 
Gift Bag Item for May……..Bath Soap 
 
May 14………..Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
May 14………..4-H Rabies Clinic  
                       (City Hall 4:30-5:00) 
May 16………..Wedding of Lisa Newberry  
                        & Daniel Rutter 
 

Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 232 
Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Non-profit 

Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 1 

72347 

Sunday Evening Servers 

May 10, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Leonard Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......54 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….80 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..33 
Wednesday Worship………….….……..26 
Contribution…...........................$1,684.12 
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Sin is not something we are to simply accept. In 
a sense, sin is inevitable. We’re all going to sin, 
and we’re all going to fight that battle for the rest 
of our lives. Romans 3:23 – “…for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God.” NKJV 
 

But to assume that because we all sin so it’s no big 
deal is an egregious misunderstanding of the 
atrocity of sin. Sin is a direct affront to God’s holi-
ness, and it separates us from Him completely.  
The horror of the cross should teach us about the 
love of Christ, but also about the destructive and 
damnable nature of sin.  
 

Isaiah 59:1-2: “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities 
have separated you from your God; and your 
sins have hidden His face from you, so that He 
will not hear.” NKJV 
 

Continuous, willful sins will not be forgiven. 
When someone says, “We all sin” as an excuse for 
sin, what they’re saying is that God is going to 
forgive anything and everything. The Bible makes 
it crystal clear that isn’t the case.  
 

Hebrews 10:26 - “For if we sin willfully after we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
no longer remains a sacrifice for sins.” NKJV 
 

You can’t get around it – anybody who deliberately 
and actively engages in anything the Bible calls a 
sin without repenting WILL spend eternity in the 
lake of fire and brimstone: 
 

Revelation 21:8 – “But the cowardly, unbeliev-
ing, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their 
part in the lake which burns with fire and brim-
stone, which is the second death.”  NKJV 
 

Christianity embraces God’s love, forgiveness, 
and mercy but does not take it for granted!  
 

Psalm 86:5 – “O Lord, you are so good, so ready 
to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who 
ask for your help.” NLT 
 

God is loving, but that doesn’t mean everyone gets 
forgiveness by default - you cannot be saved by 
Christ while continuing to willfully live in sin! 

It’s our job as Christians to make sure we understand 
how truly devastating sin is and how great God’s love 
is, and to communicate that message to a lost and 
dying world. 
 
For sure, this “hodge-podge religion” that says “I-will
-live-however-I-want-and-assume-God-will-forgive-
me-anyway” religion is anything but Christianity.  
 
None of us are perfect. We all have sin and struggles. 
1 John 1:10 – “If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” 
NKJV   
 
But please don’t assume that God will overlook your 
willful deliberate sinning – He will not and you will be 
lost! 1 John 3:8 - “But when people keep on sinning, 
it shows that they belong to the devil, who has 
been sinning since the beginning…” NLT 
 
If we understand the gospel, we will do our best NOT 
to sin: 1 John 2:1-2: “My little children, these things 
I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if any-
one sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Je-
sus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the pro-
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the whole world.” NKJV 
 
God wants everyone to repent, because all have 
sinned, and “...the wages of sin is death” (Romans 
6:23).  To encourage us to repent, God has used two 
principal motivations.   
 
First is the story of His goodness: Romans 2:4 – 
“Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and 
patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to 
you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to 
turn you from your sin?” NLT 
 
However, God also uses the sad truth of His wrath to 
try and bring men to repentance: Romans 2:5-6: “But 
because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from 
your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment 
for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when 
God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. He will 
judge everyone according to what they have done.” 
NLT 

 
Please stop assuming Jesus doesn’t mind you contin-
uing to do that which sent Him to the cross! 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Mary Arm-
strong, Ronald Kirksey, Coy Burnett, Vivian 
Wilson,  Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Ste-
venson, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gib-
son, Pete Peebles, Tammy McPherson, Wade 
Smith, Corey Reynolds, Blake Powell, Con-
nie Gardner, Ron Ellis, Clarence Dennis, 
Rose Scarlett, Cassie Parrish & girls,  Jerry 
Seabaugh, Ruby Latimer, Larry Sams, Angel-
la Holleman, Jerry & Jill Carlisle, Larry & 
Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne 
Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pul-
ley, Gilbert & Margie Hess, James Johnson, 
Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Lucy Hubble, Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, 
Nina Slocum,  Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clem-
mons, Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, 
Charles Hollis, Laura Mae Glass, Melvin Gun-
ner, Paul Moore, Christine Imboden, Hannah 
Davil, Eldon Wixon,  Mary May, Mary Jane 
Kennon. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
 
Wedding of Lisa Newberry & Daniel Rutter 
will be held Saturday, May 16, at 4 p.m. at 210 
CR 130, Hickory Ridge, the home of Leonard 
Wilson. 
 

 

“Sometimes the Lord calms the 

storm. Sometimes He lets the storm 

rage and calms His children.” 

Matthew 25:30 – “And cast the unprofitable serv-
ant into the outer darkness. There will be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth.’” NKJV 
 

The true gospel of Jesus Christ brings 
about repentance in those who understand it and 
respond to it!  Titus 2:11-12: “For the grace of 
God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all 
people. And we are instructed to turn from god-
less living and sinful pleasures. We should live 
in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, 
and devotion to God...” NLT 
 

But many have abandoned Jesus’ message: Luke 
13:5 - “…unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish.” NKJV 
 

Instead, many think that Jesus just wants us to 
enjoy ourselves, and He’ll pick up the tab. Jude 4 – 
“I say this because some ungodly people have 
wormed their way into your churches, saying 
that God’s marvelous grace allows us to live im-
moral lives...” NLT 
 

The world (and many in the church) has a terrible 
misunderstanding of the seriousness of sin and 
what God’s love and grace are really all about. Yes, 
we all sin, but that doesn’t make it acceptable. Yes, 
God offers grace, but that doesn’t mean we have a 
free pass to sin!  
 

Romans 6:1-2: “…should we keep on sinning so 
that God can show us more and more of his won-
derful grace? Of course not! Since we have died 
to sin, how can we continue to live in it?” NLT 
 

How can we read the words of Christ and think 
Jesus takes sin so lightly? How can we think He is 
alright with us continuing to live like the world? 
He’s not! Jesus taught radical repentance:  
 

Matthew 18:8-9: “If your hand or foot causes you 
to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better 
for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather 
than having two hands or two feet, to be cast 
into the everlasting fire. And if your eye causes 
you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is 
better for you to enter into life with one eye, 
rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell 
fire.” NKJV 
 


