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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Religion of the Second Mile—Part 3 

 
Matthew 5:38-42: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I tell you 
not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on 
your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone 
wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him 
have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go 
one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks you, 
and from him who wants to borrow from you do not 
turn away.” NKJV 

 
In this passage, Jesus was talking about how we should 
respond when we are personally mistreated. What did 
Jesus mean by these “hard sayings?”   
 
Was He just testing His disciples by setting difficult tasks 
for them to do?  
 
No, Jesus was trying to develop a certain kind of attitude 
in His followers – an attitude that is willing to do more 
than one is asked.  
 
Today, when we talk about someone “going the second 
mile,” we mean that he did much more than was ex-
pected. We also mean that he did it with a positive cheer-
ful attitude so that only good resulted. 
 
Many applications come to mind. We need to “go the sec-
ond mile” in our marriages and in our homes. What 
would you think of spouses and parents who provided 
only the bare essentials for their families - food, clothing, 
and a place to sleep - but did not love or nurture or spir-
itually lead their families? 

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 8, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Jerry Phipps 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Doug & Kay 
                                          Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Dishwashing Detergent 
March 8………….Time Change (Spring Forward) 
March 12………….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
March 15-18…….Gospel Meeting  (Carroll Sites) 
March 15………….Potluck after Morning Service 
March 16…………Blood Drive (City Hall 3-7 p.m.) 
March 21………...Children’s Mission Group 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 8, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......41 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...66 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..35 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...31 
Contribution…...........................$1,268.70 
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Be unselfish in helping others: At first 

glance, Jesus’ fourth illustration does not 
seem to fit with the others.  
 
The first three examples center on the theme 
of non-retaliation: “Do not retaliate when 
slapped on the face, when you are sued, or 
when you are forced to go a mile.”   
 
This one concerns giving to others: Matthew 
5:42 – “Give to him who asks you, and from 
him who wants to borrow from you do not 
turn away.” NKJV 
 
Once again, we have a command that is used 
to ridicule Christianity and one that is con-
fusing to some Christians. If taken literally, it 
would mean that, no matter who asks and no 
matter what they ask for, you have to comply 
with their wishes. 
 
Jesus did not say to give an individual every-
thing he requests - that might be ruinous to 
him. Jesus did not say we have to give others 
exactly what they want. A man may ask for 
money when what he really needs is food or 
a job.   
 
We must take care that our giving to another 
does not encourage laziness on his part:  2 
Thessalonians 3:10 – “If anyone will not 
work, neither shall he eat.” NKJV 
 
Again, the principle is that we are not to be 
self-centered. We should not be so attached 
to our possessions that we cannot turn loose 
of them. We must be ready to give to those in 
need. 
 
Instead of being concerned about what is 
ours, we need to be ready to share with oth-
ers. Instead of being tight-fisted and stingy, 
we need to be open-hearted and generous.  
 

1 John 3:17 – “If someone has enough money 
to live well and sees a brother or sister in 
need but shows no compassion—how can 
God’s love be in that person?” NLT 
 
Galatians 6:10 - “So then, while we have oppor-
tunity, let us do good to all people, and espe-
cially to those who are of the household of the 
faith.” NASB 
 
Is Jesus saying, “If you turn the other cheek, go 
the second mile, give to him that asks from 
you, pray for those who mistreat you, then you 
will be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven?”  
 
Yes, He is saying that if we do these things, peo-
ple will know we belong to God and He belongs 
to us. They will know that you could not possi-
bly do all these things without being a Christian, 
a child of God.  
 
Here is the principle I believe Jesus is teaching 
us in this passage: “Do not be so concerned 
about yourself; do not be overly concerned 
about your so-called “rights.” 
 
So what should we do when we are mistreated? 
We have at least three possible responses:  
 
Unlimited retaliation - that is the law of the jun-
gle, the way of the world.  
 
Limited retaliation - that is the law of justice, 
what the Law of Moses proposed.  
 
Unlimited goodwill - that is the law of love, the 
way of Christ. 
 

It is better to suffer insult, it is better to 
suffer wrong in the courtroom, it is bet-
ter to go the extra mile in all that we do, 
than to do anything that would reflect 
negatively on Christ or bring shame on 

the church! 

PRAYERS 
 

Mary Armstrong is in NEA Hospital in Jonesboro 
in ICU with heart problems. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Coy Burnett, Vivian 
Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wilson, Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty Andrews,  
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Ruby Latimer, Ben Andrews, 
Darcy Wilson, Glenda Polson,  Angella Holleman, 
Jerry Carlisle, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Bur-
nett, Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, 
Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  James John-
son, Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Dempsey Croft, Kristen Mansfield, Velma Willis,  
Eleanor Evans, Nina Slocum, Marty Horst, Kelton 
Scudder, Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons, Glen 
Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix. 
 

Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 

Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 

Missionary: Mark Wilson 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Alfred 
Reynolds who passed away this week. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

We rejoice with the angels in heaven that Nanzan-
na Tidwell of Fisher was baptized into Christ Sun-
day evening. 
 

Gospel Meeting Announcement 

 

Our gospel meeting will begin on Sun-

day, March 15 and continue through 

Wednesday, March 18. 

 

The theme of the meeting is “Spiritual 

Success” 

 

The speaker will be Carroll Sites of the 

Higdon Church of Christ in Higdon, Ar-

kansas! 

We need to “go the second mile” in the 
church. Some Christians want to know the 
bare minimum they have to do to get to heav-
en. Then there are others who are “second-
milers” in their service for the Lord - going 
from task to task, strengthening and building 
up the kingdom of Christ! 
 
We need to “go the second mile” in the 
school room and the work place. There are 
students and employees who do only what 
they are asked to do and no more. Then there 
are the ones who go beyond what is required: 
 
Colossians 3:23 - “Work willingly at whatev-
er you do, as though you were working for 
the Lord rather than for people.” NLT 
 
The same principle applies to citizenship and 
other spheres of activity. 
 
Again, the underlying principle is that we 
should not simply think about ourselves and 
our own rights. We ought to put others be-
fore ourselves. If we do so, we may have a 
positive influence on them.  
 
Remember the previous’ weeks illustration of 
the Jewish farmer? Imagine if the following 
sequel were to take place - the soldier finally 
says to you, “You have carried my gear far 
enough. You can go home now.”  
 
Then, instead of throwing the baggage on the 
ground and leaving, you smile and say, 
“That’s all right. I’ll be glad to carry it to the 
gates of the city.”  
 
If nothing else, an action like this would leave 
the soldier bewildered. Would it make him 
ask about your religion, about the God you 
worship? Maybe, maybe not! However, it 
would make you a better person. 


