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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Unseen Line 

 
The Book of Hebrews rebukes Christians who are spirit-
ually immature, and warns us of the dangers of not grow-
ing beyond the first principles, of not growing from spir-
itual infancy/childhood to spiritual maturity, from need-
ing milk to being able to eat solid food.   
 
Hebrews 2:1-3: “So we must listen very carefully to the 
truth we have heard, or we may drift away from it. For 
the message God delivered through angels has always 
stood firm, and every violation of the law and every 
act of disobedience was punished. So what makes us 
think we can escape if we ignore this great salvation 
that was first announced by the Lord Jesus himself and 
then delivered to us by those who heard him speak?” 
NLT 
 
The Greek word translated “drift away” literally means 
to “flow past, flow beside, to slip away, to slip from 
ones memory, wash away, drift away” like a piece of 
wood washing out to sea, or a ship slipping from its 
mooring or getting off course, or a valuable ring slipping 
off your finger, or a long-distance runner taking a wrong 
turn on a course, or pouring water into a rusty bucket!  
 
The idea is that if we do not pay attention to the Word of 
God, we will begin to drift away from the Lord.   
 
Hebrews 2:3 says that a person who drifts away from 
God is ignoring/neglecting/being careless with the 
salvation of his soul! How do people drift/neglect/
ignore?   

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 29, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Lonnie Seabaugh 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Jody McFadden 
Greeters……………………..David & Jeanie  
                                          Wilson                                          
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...All Items on List 
 
March 30…….Children’s Home Truck 
 
April 1…….Singing Service 
 
April 2…….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 29, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Ronald Kirksey 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......50 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...73 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..38 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...45 
Contribution…...........................$1,812.34 
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Hebrews 5:12-14: “You have been believers 
so long now that you ought to be teaching 
others. Instead, you need someone to teach 
you again the basic things about God’s 
word. You are like babies who need milk 
and cannot eat solid food. For someone 
who lives on milk is still an infant and 
doesn’t know how to do what is right. Solid 
food is for those who are mature, who 
through training have the skill to recognize 
the difference between right and wrong.” 
NLT 
 
Hebrews 6:4-6: “For it is impossible to bring 
back to repentance those who were once 
enlightened—those who have experienced 
the good things of heaven and shared in the 
Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness 
of the word of God and the power of the 
age to come—and who then turn away from 
God. It is impossible to bring such people 
back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of 
God, they themselves are nailing him to the 
cross once again and holding him up to 
public shame.” NLT 
 
The message is clear – if we “drift 
away” (Hebrews 2:1-3), if we do not go on to 
“maturity” (Hebrews 5:12-14), we will be in 
danger of apostatizing, or completely 
“falling away” from the faith (Hebrews 6:6).   
 
To “apostatize” or “fall away” is the greatest 
crime, for it means that a person who was 
once a Christian now despises Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the Living God.   
 
No sin could be greater - no consequence 
more terrifying!  
 
Hebrews 12:29 – “For our God is a consum-
ing fire.” NKJV 
 
These passages in Hebrews are not talking 
about the ordinary shortcomings and failures 
that go with human weakness.   

“Falling short” is not the same as “falling 
away.”   
 
We all sin, but 1 John 1:9 - “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” NKJV  
 
However, if we continue to “live” in persistent 
sin we can reach the point of no return – a line 
beyond which, if we cross over, we cannot be 
retrieved, because the love that was once in our 
hearts has grown cold, our hearts are hard and 
dead, and we have reached a point where we can 
no longer turn from our sin: 
 

“There is a time, we know not when, 

 a point we know not where; 

 

That marks the destiny of men,  

for glory or despair; 

 

There is a line, by us unseen,  

that crosses every path; 

 

The hidden boundary between  

God’s patience and His wrath!” 

 
The Bible clearly teaches us that it is possible to 
fall away from the Lord forever, that we can al-
low our hearts to become so hard we can’t re-
pent. This danger is not imaginary, but very re-
al: 1 Corinthians 10:12 – “Therefore let him 
who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” 
NKJV 
 
Revelation 3:5 – “He who overcomes shall be 
clothed in white garments, and I will not blot 
out his name from the Book of Life; but I will 
confess his name before My Father and before 
His angels.” NKJV 
 

Are you listening? 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Mary Arm-
strong, Coy Burnett, Vivian Wilson,  Leonard 
Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Ste-
venson, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gib-
son, Pete Peebles, Tammy Seabaugh Hagler, 
Ron Ellis, Sophie Barton, Jerry Seabaugh, 
Derriel Armstrong, Kevin Latimer, Ruby Lat-
imer, Ben Andrews, Glenda Polson,  Angella 
Holleman, Jerry Carlisle, Larry & Artie 
McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, Lar-
ry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert 
& Margie Hess,  James Johnson, Jr., Gladys 
McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Lucy Hubble, 
Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, Nina Slocum,  
Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons, Glen Hi-
rons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, Charles Hol-
lis, Rhett Deckleman, J.P. Jones, Laura Mae 
Glass, Melvin Gunner, Paul Moore. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Children’s Home Truck will pick up supplies 

Monday, March 30th. These include bottled-

apple juice, assorted spices, dishwashing de-
tergent, almond bark, batteries, & sugar. 

Please get your supplies in. 

 

Wedding of Lisa Newberry & Daniel Rutter 

will be held Saturday, May 16, at 4 p.m. at 

210 CR 130, Hickory Ridge, the home of 
Leonard Wilson. 

By refusing to hear God’s word: Zechariah 

7:11-12: “Your ancestors refused to listen to 
this message. They stubbornly turned away 
and put their fingers in their ears to keep 
from hearing.  They made their hearts as 
hard as stone, so they could not hear the 
instructions or the messages that the Lord 
of Heaven’s Armies had sent them by his 
Spirit through the earlier prophets…” NLT 
 

By giving in to the pleasures of this life: 

Luke 8:14 – “The seeds that fell among the 
thorns represent those who hear the mes-
sage, but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the cares and riches and 
pleasures of this life.  And so they never 
grow into maturity.” NLT 
 
2 Timothy 4:10 - “…Demas has forsaken 
me, having loved this present world.” NKJV   
 
When we fall in love with this world, we fall 
out of love with God, and if we let lust and 
pride and pleasure take us away from God, 
we will lose our souls in hell:  
 
Galatians 5:21 – “…of which I tell you be-
forehand, just as I also told you in time 
past, that those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.” NKJV  
 
Jesus brought us a great salvation, because 
God loves us and wants to save everyone.  
But instead, lives are being wasted, minds are 
being destroyed, misery and dissatisfaction 
are running rampant throughout the world, 
all because people actually try to ignore and 
escape God.   
 
On the Day of Judgment, no man will succeed 
in avoiding God: Hebrews 4:13 – “Nothing in 
all creation is hidden from God. Everything 
is naked and exposed before his eyes, and 
he is the one to whom we are accountable.” 
NLT 


