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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Blessed Assurance 

 

How many of you are absolutely sure you are saved?  How 
many of you have the blessed assurance that Jesus is yours?  
Some Christians, maybe one of you, think like this – “I hope I’m 
saved; maybe I’m saved; I think I’m saved.”   
 

One of the great promises of God’s word is that we can know 
that we know that we know that we know that we are heaven 
bound; we can know that we have eternal life!  
 

The tragedy is that while everyone has the right to assurance, 
not everyone will experience it. John 10:10 – “The thief does 
not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy…”  NKJV 
 

There are three major tools Satan uses to steal our assurance: 
  

Guilt says “I’m not forgiven.” 

Condemnation says “Woe is me…” 

Shame says “My past is still who I am.” 
 

All three are anti-Gospel, anti-Christ, and anti-truth. If we are 
true Christians, then we can be sure, without a doubt, that we 
are saved!  
 

If you have been justified by the blood of Jesus, you are not 
guilty - you are forgiven. You are not condemned – you’re jus-
tified. You are not dead - you have been born again!  
 

When New Testament writers addressed Christians, they never 
showed the slightest doubt that they had been saved.  
 

1 Peter 1:23 - “For you have been born again, but not to a life 
that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever because 
it comes from the eternal, living word of God.” NLT 
 

1 John 3:1 – “See how very much our Father loves us, for he 
calls us his children, and that is what we are!” NLT 

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 22, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... George Burnett 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella  
                                          Crouch                                           
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Batteries 
 
March 26…….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
March 30…….Children’s Home Truck 
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Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 22, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......57 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...80 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..39 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...28 
Contribution…...........................$2,448.89 
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And you are special, not because of what you do, 
but because of Who you belong to.  You belong to 
God!  
 
We can be absolutely sure of our salvation and be 

at peace with God because we have the gift of 

the Holy Spirit: 

 
1 John 4:13 – “And God has given us His Spirit 
as proof that we live in Him and He in us.” NLT 
 
Romans 8:16 – “The Spirit Himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God.”  
NKJV 
 
Ephesians 1:13-14: “In Him you also trusted, af-
ter you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation; in whom also, having believed, 
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
Who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the 
praise of His glory.”  NKJV 
 
Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control…” 
NKJV 
 
Are you filled with love, are you experiencing joy 
in your life, are you at peace with God and your-
self, are you a patient person, are you kind, are 
you good, are you faithful, are you gentle, are you 

in control – are you saved?  People who are not 

saved do not have the Holy Spirit. 
 

How do we develop assurance? First, we must 

be a Christian, because salvation is found only 

in Christ: Romans 7:24-25: “Oh, what a miserable 
person I am! Who will free me from this life that 
is dominated by sin and death? Thank God! The 
answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord…” NLT 
 

Bible study: Romans 10:17 – “So then faith 

comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” NKJV   
 
To “have faith” means we must take God at His 
word, believing every promise and obeying every 
command!  

You will never be sure of your salvation and you will 
never be at peace with God unless you are willing to 
take God at His word. This means you absolutely be-
lieve your sins are forgiven, that you have been justi-
fied before God, and that you are going to heaven 
because your name is written in the Book of Life!  
 

Prayer: Philippians 4:6-7: “Don’t worry about any-

thing; instead, pray about everything. Tell God 
what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
Then you will experience God’s peace, which ex-
ceeds anything we can understand. His peace will 
guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus.” NLT 
  “It is the blood of Christ that makes us safe; it is 

the Word of God that makes us sure.” 
 
Can we sing “Blessed Assurance” and actually have 
the assurance that we were saved in the past, we are 
being saved on a daily basis, and we will be saved in 
heaven forever! Absolutely! 
 
As long as your heart is fixed on God, you can feel 
secure. However, the Christian who has drifted back 
into the world or who is lukewarm will never experi-
ence the “Blessed Assurance” they could have had – 
they will never be at peace: Isaiah 57:21 - “There is 
no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” NKJV 
 
Many Christians aren’t sure about their salvation - 
they live with a deep-seated anxiety about eternity.  
They think they are saved, they hope they are saved, 
but still they doubt, wondering, “Am I really saved?” 
  You “CAN” know!  Do “YOU” know?  

 
1 John 5:10-13: “He who believes in the Son of God 
has the witness in himself; he who does not believe 
God has made Him a liar, because he has not be-
lieved the testimony that God has given of His Son. 
And this is the testimony: that God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has 
the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. These things I have written 
to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
that you may know that you have eternal life, and 
that you may continue to believe in the name of the 
Son of God.” NKJV 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Mary Armstrong, Coy 
Burnett, Vivian Wilson,  Leonard Wilson, Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty Andrews,  
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Sophie Barton, Jerry Sea-
baugh, Kevin Latimer, Ruby Latimer, Ben An-
drews, Glenda Polson,  Angella Holleman, Jerry 
Carlisle, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, 
Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy 
Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  James Johnson, 
Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Lucy 
Hubble, Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, Nina Slo-
cum, Marty Horst, Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clem-
mons, Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, 
Charles Hollis, Rhett Deckleman, J.P. Jones. 
 

Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 

Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
From the Family of Doris Vanaman 

 

“Perhaps you sent a lovely card or say 

quietly in a chair, perhaps you sent 

beautiful flowers. If so, we saw them 

there. Perhaps you sent or spoke kind 

words as any friend could say. Perhaps 

you were not there at all but just thought 

of us that day.  Whatever you did to con-

sole the heart, we thank you so much, 

whatever the part!” 

——————— 

 

Children’s Home Truck will pick up supplies 

Monday, March 30th. These include bottled-

apple juice, assorted spices, dishwashing de-

tergent, almond bark, batteries, & sugar. 

Please get your supplies in. 

Paul had no doubt about his eternal salvation. As 
he came to the end of his life, he said with great 
assurance: 2 Timothy 4:6-8: “As for me, my life 
has already been poured out as an offering to 
God. The time of my death is near. I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, and I 
have remained faithful. And now the prize 
awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on 
the day of his return. And the prize is not just 
for me but for all who eagerly look forward to 
his appearing.” NLT 
 

It cannot be emphasized strongly enough that a 
faithful child of God can be absolutely sure they 
are saved, and that because of this knowledge, 
they can be at peace with God. You can’t be at 
peace with God unless you know you are saved!  
 

How can we be sure: We can be absolutely sure 

of our salvation and be at peace with God because 

of what Christ did and is doing - not what we 

do! Because of what Jesus did on the cross, we 
don’t have to live in constant fear.  We can be at 
complete peace with God and ourselves:  
 

Romans 5:1 - “Therefore, having been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  NKJV 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 – “For God made Christ, who 
never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so 
that we could be made right with God through 
Christ.” NLT 
 

Hebrews 7:25 – “Therefore He is also able to 
save to the uttermost those who come to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make in-
tercession for them.” NKJV  
 

1 Peter 2:24 – “He personally carried our sins in 
his body on the cross so that we can be dead to 
sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you 
are healed.” NLT  
 

Isaiah 32:17 – “The work of righteousness will be 
peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness 
and assurance forever.” NKJV  
 
You are saved, not because of what you do, but 
because of what Christ did for you.   


