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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Seven things Jesus never said 

 

Jesus said a lot of things throughout the Bible, but there are 
also a lot of things he didn’t. Here are seven things Jesus never 
said: 
 

No shirt, no shoes, no service: Jesus never gave prerequi-

sites for encountering his love. Regardless of your past, the love 
and mercy and forgiveness of God is available for anyone who 
is willing to accept it. Nobody is too flawed for forgiveness and 
eternal salvation. 
 

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His on-
ly begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.” NKJV 
 

2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord isn’t really being slow about his prom-
ise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your 
sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 
everyone to repent.” NLT 
 

Follow me, and I will bring you fame and fortune: Jesus 

never promises fame or fortune, but He does not oppose these 
things if used for His glory. However, if your reasoning for 
seeking a relationship with God is materially focused, you may 
want to evaluate what god you’re really yearning for. 
 

Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 
in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” NKJV 
 

Matthew 6:24 – “No one can serve two masters; for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon.” NKJV 

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 15, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements ................ Jody McFadden 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda 
                                          Cullum 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. George Burnett 
 Jerry Phipps  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home…...Almond Bark 
 
March 15-18…….Gospel Meeting  (Carroll Sites) 
March 15………….Potluck after Morning Service 
March 16…………Blood Drive (City Hall 3-7 p.m.) 
March 19………….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
March 21………...Children’s Mission Group 
March 30………..Children’s Home Truck 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 15, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......57 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...83 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..34 
Wednesday Worship………….….……N/A 
Contribution…...........................$2,028.25 
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Psalm 34:17-19: “The Lord hears his people 
when they call to him for help. He rescues them 
from all their troubles. The Lord is close to the 
brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits 
are crushed. The righteous person faces many 
troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue each 
time.” NLT 
 
We are going to experience tough trials! It’s not a 
matter of “if,” it’s a matter of “when!”   
 
Even though Jesus never said life would be easy, 
he did say he would be there for you in your times 
of need. The message of the Gospel isn’t that life 
will be perfect, but that in its imperfection we 
have a perfect and flawless Savior. 
 

I will answer prayers on your time:  Although 

God is faithful in His answering of prayer, we can-
not expect Him to answer every prayer to our ex-
act measurements. Faith is trusting God even 
when things don’t make sense, and that includes a 
prayer that we feel may be unanswered or at the 
wrong time. Faith is trusting in God’s timing, not 
ours. 
 
God may answer “yes” when we ask, but He may 
“delay” giving us what we ask for because it isn’t 
the right time for it (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 11).  It could 
take a long time, like it did with Abraham.  
 
So we may think God is saying ‘no’ when He is 
really saying “Yes, but wait…” Luke 18:1 – “Then 
Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them 
that they should always pray and not give up.” 
NIV   
  
When the answer seems to be “wait” we need to 
have patience: Hebrews 6:10-12: “For God is not 
unjust. He will not forget how hard you have 
worked for him and how you have shown your 
love to him by caring for other believers, as you 
still do. Our great desire is that you will keep on 
loving others as long as life lasts, in order to 
make certain that what you hope for will come 
true. Then you will not become spiritually dull 
and indifferent. Instead, you will follow the ex-
ample of those who are going to inherit God’s 
promises because of their faith and endurance.” 
NLT 

We need to keep asking, seeking, and knocking: Luke 
11:9-10: “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 
will be opened.” NKJV 
 
When God seems to be saying “yes, but wait,” it is a 
time for patience and trust in His providence. God 
making us wait “is” His answer for the moment.  
 
“God’s timing is always right - but it may not be 
right now!” 
 

You’re too far gone to be saved:  Though there is 

a very real danger that we can fall away and drift so 
far away we can never come back (the New Testament 
is filled with warnings about the danger of drifting), 
nobody is so lost that they can’t be saved “if they 
sincerely want to be saved!” 
 
You say, “I could never be forgiven for what I’ve 
done, I’ve gone too far, I’ve sinned too much, there 
is no hope for me, there is no way that God could 
ever love me or forgive me.”  
 
You’re wrong! There is no sin too bad, too dark, too 
great, or too shocking, that God can’t and won’t for-
give, every single time!  If we can truly repent, God 
will surely forgive no matter what!    
 
Isaiah 1:18 - “Come, let’s talk this over, says the 
Lord; no matter how deep the stain of your sins, I 
can take it out and make you as clean as freshly 
fallen snow. Even if you are stained as red as crim-
son, I can make you white as wool!”  TLB 
 

You’re on your own down there:  One of the great 

promises of God is that He will be with us every step 
of the way as we live our lives on earth. We need His 
presence because life on earth can be brutal, tearful, 
painful, even dangerous!  Regardless of what we face, 
God never abandons us: Psalm 56:11 - “In God I have 
put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do 
to me?” NKJV 
 
Hebrews 13:5-6: “For He Himself has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” So we may bold-
ly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What 
can man do to me?” NKJV 

PRAYERS 
 

Mary Armstrong had open heart surgery Friday, in 
NEA Hospital in Jonesboro. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Coy Burnett, Vivian 
Wilson,  Leonard Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & 
Patty Stevenson, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty 
Gibson, Ruby Latimer, Ben Andrews, Glenda Pol-
son,  Tracy Volk, Angella Holleman, Jerry Car-
lisle, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Jo-
anne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy 
Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  James Johnson, 
Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Demp-
sey Croft, Lucy Hubble, Velma Willis,  Eleanor 
Evans, Nina Slocum, Marty Horst, Otis Reynolds, 
Chuck Clemmons, Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, 
Lisa Dix, Charles Hollis. 
 

Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 

Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the family of 
Doris Vanaman who passed away this  past Satur-
day. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 

Gospel Meeting Announcement 

 

Our gospel meeting will begin on Sun-

day, March 15 and continue through 

Wednesday, March 18. 

 

The theme of the meeting is “Spiritual 

Success” 

 

The speaker will be Carroll Sites of the 

Higdon Church of Christ in Higdon, Ar-

kansas! 

You deserve to have nice things:  Jesus never 

said you deserve a huge house, nice car, big 
paycheck and a sweet job. In fact, everything in 
the Gospel points to simplicity rather than luxury.  
 
This isn’t to say that you’re not allowed to have 
nice things but that Jesus didn’t promise you are 
going to be given them. We must never forget, God 
has promised to meet our needs, not our greeds! 
 
1 Timothy 6:8 - “And having food and clothing, 
with these we shall be content.” NKJV 
 
Matthew 6:33 – “Seek the Kingdom of God above 
all else, and live righteously, and he will give 
you everything you need.” NLT 
 

Life is going to be without rough patches:  So 

many people think that just because they believe 
in Jesus, everything is going to be flawless and 
perfect. This really isn’t the case at all. You may 
have a relationship with Jesus, but this doesn’t 
mean life is going to stop moving forward, tough 
circumstances are going to cease to exist, and 
rough times will never be a possibility.  
 
Life can be downright brutal; sometimes our cir-
cumstances can be extremely painful:  Job 14:1 – 
“How frail is humanity! How short is life, how 
full of trouble!” NLT 
 
Pain and suffering and hardships and trials and 
tribulations are part of life. Sometimes that in-
cludes people hurting us, sometimes very badly! 
God never promised to remove these things from 
us, or shield us from all pain and hurts.   
 
“God doesn’t promise us an explanation, but He 
does promise to walk with us through the pain!” 
 
Isaiah 43:1-3: “Do not be afraid, for I have ran-
somed you. I have called you by name; you are 
mine. When you go through deep waters, I will 
be with you. When you go through rivers of dif-
ficulty, you will not drown. When you walk 
through the fire of oppression, you will not be 
burned up; the flames will not consume you. For 
I am the Lord,  our God, the Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior…” NLT 
 


