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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Religion of the Second Mile 

 

Matthew 5:38-42: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye 

for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I tell you not to resist 

an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, 

turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and 

take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And who-

ever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to 

him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from 

you do not turn away.” NKJV 
 

In this passage, Jesus was talking about how we should respond 

when we are personally mistreated. None of these are life-

threatening situations - but all are very personal, and all in-

fringe on what we think of as our “rights.” 

 

Today we will consider the examples He Himself gave as we 

continue our study of “The Religion of the Second Mile!:  
 

Turn the other cheek: Matthew 5:39 - “But whoever slaps 

you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.” NKJV 
 
A slap on the cheek has always been considered an insult. A 
hard slap may be painful, but in most cases it will not be life-
threatening. The injury that results is not an injury to one’s 
body, but to one’s pride. An insult is a personal attack.  
 

What should we do when someone slaps us? Jesus said to turn 

the other cheek to him also. At this point, critics begin to rant 

about how Christianity is out of touch with “the real world.” 

“To obey that edict,” they say, “would only result in spineless 

fools who encourage others to push them around.”  
 

A well-known axiom states that “a gentleman must protect his 

honor at all costs.” In the past, a slap on the face was often an 

invitation to a duel to the death.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

March 1, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer .................... Lonnie Seabaugh 
Announcements ................ John Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Jerry & Kathy 
                                          Phipps 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Assorted Spices 
February 28……..Men’s Breakfast (8 a.m.) 
March 1………...Lewis Cemetery Meeting (2 p.m.) 
March 3…………..Ladies’ Devo  & Elders Meeting 
March 5………….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
March 15-18…….Gospel Meeting  (Carroll Sites) 
March 15………….Potluck after Morning Service 
March 16…………Blood Drive (City Hall 3-7 p.m.) 
March 21………...Children’s Mission Group 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

March 1, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......53 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...69 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..38 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...26 
Contribution…...........................$1,978.25 
 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
Looking up at the man, brother Keeble said, “I 

wish I could wipe the anger from your heart and 

the sin from your soul as easily as I can wipe 

this spittle from my face.”  

 

The man broke down in tears. His heart was 

opened to the gospel. 

 

Give your coat also: The second example is a 

courtroom illustration: Matthew 5:40 - “If anyone 

wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let 

him have your cloak also.” NKJV 
 

The word “tunic” refers to the undergarment. This 

was a close-fitting garment worn next to the skin, 

covering the body from the neck to the knees. The 

word “cloak” refers to the outer garment.  

 

This outer garment, often called a “coat,” was 

used by the poor as a blanket at night. When the 

cloak was used as a pledge, it could not be kept 

overnight because this would impose a hardship 

on the poor person (Exodus 22:26-27). 
 
For a moment, imagine that you are a Jew being 
sued for your inner garment. To your dismay, your 
adversary wins the lawsuit, so you have to hand 
that garment over to him.  
 
Jesus then says, “Don’t complain about it, but 
give him your outer garment as well.” Can you 
imagine how exasperating that would be?  
 

What was Jesus proposing? The underlying prin

ciple is the same as that in the previous example – 

“Do not insist on your personal rights!” In this 

case, exercising legal rights is the issue. The situa-

tion is different, but Paul made a similar point in 

discouraging lawsuits between brethren: 1 Cor

inthians 6:7 - “Even to have such lawsuits with 

one another is a defeat for you. Why not just 

accept the injustice and leave it at that? Why not 

let yourselves be cheated?” NLT 

 
Jesus is not saying there aren’t any occasions 
when we should insist on our legal rights. Paul 
sometimes used his legal rights as a Roman citi-
zen (Acts 16:35–39; 22:24–29).  

To avoid being sent to Jerusalem, where certain death 

awaited, he appealed to Caesar (Acts 25:9–12). This 

was his right as a Roman citizen.  

 

In some cases, it may be expedient to insist on one’s 

legal rights. However, we are not to be motivated by 

selfishness or greed. 

 

Go the second mile: Matthew 5:41 - “And whoever 

compels you to go one mile, go with him two.” 

NKJV 
 
The first two examples have modern counterparts, 
but this example requires an explanation. The word 
translated “compels” means “to impress into ser-
vice.” The Persians had introduced the practice of 
requiring citizens to assist their royal couriers. The 
Romans picked up the practice and expanded it.  
 
In Palestine, Roman soldiers could legally force Jew-
ish citizens to assist them (Simon carrying Jesus’ 
cross). A Roman soldier could force a Jew to carry his 
gear for “one mile.” This was the Roman mile, which 
was one thousand paces, or about a thousand yards.  
 

Imagine yourself as a Jewish farmer. It is a hot sunny 

day, but clouds are beginning to gather in the west. 

You are working hard to get your crop in before the 

weather changes. You look up and see a Roman sol-

dier coming down the road. As the soldier nears, he 

drops several bundles on the ground and yells - “Pick 

them up!”  

 

You lay down your tools and walk over and pick up 

his baggage. You trudge along behind the soldier, 

sweating under the heavy load. How do you feel? An-

gry? Resentful? At last, you reach the end of the re

quired distance and dump the baggage.  

 

You have had to do something you hate, and now you 

will probably not get your crop in before the storm 

hits. Above all, you are now ceremonially contaminat-

ed from the close contact with a Gentile and his gear! 
 
That is the setting, and then Jesus says, “Go with him 
another mile!”  
 

To be continued... 

 

PRAYERS 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Coy Burnett, Vivian 
Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wilson, Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty Andrews,  
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Darcy Wilson, Glenda Pol-
son,  Angella Holleman, Jerry Carlisle, Larry & 
Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, 
Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & 
Margie Hess,  James Johnson, Jr., Gladys 
McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Dempsey Croft, 
Kristen Mansfield, Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, 
Nina Slocum, Marty Horst, Kelton Scudder, Otis 
Reynolds, Alfred Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons, 
Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier 
 

Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 

Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 

Missionary: Mark Wilson 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Lewis Cemetery Meeting will be held in the fellow-
ship room Sunday, March 1st, at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Ladies’ Devotional will be held in the fellowship 
room Tuesday, March 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Elders & Deacons will meet in the library Tuesday, 
March 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Gospel Meeting Announcement 

 

Our gospel meeting will begin on Sun-

day, March 15 and continue through 

Wednesday, March 18. 

 

The theme of the meeting is “Spiritual 

Success” 

 

The speaker will be Carroll Sites of the 

Higdon Church of Christ in Higdon, Ar-

kansas! 

Was Jesus teaching that we should just let people 

take unfair advantage of us? Are we not allowed to 

defend ourselves?  

 

Some Christians take a literal and limited ap-

proach to Jesus’ teaching. One man said, “All 

right, I will let him hit me on both cheeks. But 

after that, you are going to witness the biggest 

fight you have ever seen!” This man missed the 

point of what Jesus was teaching. 
 
What usually happens when we think we have 
been insulted? Adrenaline rushes through our 
veins. Our face gets hot. We have the urge to lash 
out at the source and we often do. Why did we 
react like this? Because an insult is a personal at-
tack! We get upset because someone has hurt our 
feelings.  

 

In the trials preceding His death, Jesus demon

strated the kind of spirit He had in mind. Among 

other abuses, He was slapped on the face:  

 

Mark 14:65 – “Then some began to spit on Him, 

and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to 

say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers struck 

Him with the palms of their hands.” NKJV 
 
1 Peter 2:21-23: “For God called you to do good, 
even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered 
for you. He is your example, and you must fol-
low in his steps. He never sinned, nor ever de-
ceived anyone. He did not retaliate when he was 
insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. 
He left his case in the hands of God, who always 
judges fairly.” NLT 

 

“But if I turn the other cheek, people will think 

I’m weak.” Maybe - but your action may also touch 

the hearts of those who insult you.  

 

Years ago, Marshall Keeble was standing at the 

front of the auditorium greeting those responding 

to the invitation. A man came rushing down the 

aisle. Brother Keeble stepped forward with a smile, 

hand outstretched, to greet the man. The man hit 

brother Keeble so hard it knocked him over the 

communion table. The man then spit in his face.  


