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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

In Matthew 6, Jesus warned us about doing righteous acts to be seen or noticed by other people and gave three 

examples: giving to the poor (Matthew 6:2–4), praying (Matthew 6:5–15), and fasting (Matthew 6:16–18).  

 

In the verses immediately preceding Matthew 6:9–15, Jesus warned against “meaningless repetition” (v. 7) in 

prayer like the Gentiles did! 

 

If we are to not pray “as the Gentiles pray,” how should we pray? Jesus answered that question by giving what has 

been called “The Lord’s Prayer.”  A better expression would be “The Disciples’ Prayer,” or “The Model Prayer.” 

 

Matthew 6:9–13: “
9
In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 

10
Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
12

And forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
13

And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. 

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” NKJV 

 

Notice that Jesus said, “Pray, then, in this way,” or “after this manner,” or “along these lines,” not “use these 

exact words.” 

 

When Jesus repeated the prayer later (Luke 11), He did not use the same words. He used sixty-eight words in 

Matthew 6 and only thirty-seven words in Luke 11. 

 

The prayer is a model in many aspects. It is a model in scope. It contains an acknowledgment of the greatness of God. 

It expresses concern for the kingdom plus concern for all who are in the world. It even touches on personal needs.  

 

Further, the prayer is a model in brevity and simplicity. It is covered in five verses in Matthew and three verses in 

Luke. It is also a model in other ways. 

 

Direction: Matthew 6:9 - “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.” 

NKJV 
 

First, it is directed to God: “Our Father…” (v. 9b). We are to pray to God - not to Mary or to a saint. Paul said that 

we are always to give “…thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ…” (Ephesians 5:20).  
 

God is not an impersonal God, but a Father who cares and provides. This is not the prayer of a hermit; it is not the 

prayer of an only child. When we pray to “our Father,” we are saying that we have come together to discuss family 

matters. 

 

The prayer is also a model in its direction: “Our Father who is in heaven.” This world is God’s creation and 

possession, but it is not His home. Our religion is a heaven-centered religion. Jesus came from heaven, and He 

returned to heaven.  

 

He is now at the right hand of God in heaven, interceding for us. He will someday come from heaven to gather up His 

own who will then spend an eternity in heaven with Him. Paul wrote that “…our citizenship is in heaven…” 

(Philippians 3:20).  
 

Jesus told His disciples to “…rejoice because your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20), and challenged 

them to “…lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…” (Matthew 6:20). 
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Reverence: Matthew 6:9 - “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.” 

NKJV 

 

The word translated “hallowed” comes from the Greek word for “holy” and means to “regard or reverence as 

holy.” God is not a casual friend, a cosmic buddy; He is our Father - and His name is holy.  

 

In the Old Testament, the psalmist wrote, “…holy and awesome is His name” (Psalm 111:9). Moses commanded, 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain” (Exodus 20:7a). 

 

The name of God stands for all that He is. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote, “There is a sense in which we should take 

our shoes off our feet whenever we use the name of God.” The model prayer makes clear that, under the new 

covenant, we are to still come before the Lord with a profound sense of awe.  

 

Emphasis: Matthew 6:10 - “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” NKJV 
 

The word translated “kingdom” denotes “sovereignty, royal power, dominion.”  

 

As a figure of speech, it refers to “the territory or people over whom a king rules.” The kingdom of God refers to 

the reign of God.  

 

Immediately before Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, He had been traveling in Galilee preaching, “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17).  
 

The “kingdom” was the messianic kingdom for which the Jews had been looking. That kingdom was established on 

the first Jewish Pentecost after the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. The New Testament usually calls it “the 

church.”  
 

Consider some key passages on the messianic kingdom: 

 

Daniel prophesied that the messianic kingdom would come in the days of the Roman Empire: Daniel 2:44 – “And in 

the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the 

kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 

stand forever.” NKJV  

 

While the Romans ruled the world, John the Baptist and then Jesus came preaching that “…the kingdom of heaven 

is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). 

 

At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus spoke of establishing His kingdom, and He referred to it as His church: Matthew 16:18-

19: “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades 

shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” NKJV 

 

Christ told His disciples that the kingdom would come in their lifetimes with “power” - Mark 9:1 – “And He said to 

them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the 

kingdom of God present with power.” NKJV 

 

He later said that the power would come when the Holy Spirit came (Acts 1:6–8). 

 

The Holy Spirit came on the first Pentecost after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2:1–4), the day the 

kingdom/church was established. 
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From the Day of Pentecost on, the kingdom/church was spoken of as being in existence. When people were saved, 

God added them to His church: Acts 2:47 – “And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 

saved.” NKJV 
 

Colossians 1:13 – “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 

beloved Son…” NASB 

 
Christians are in an unshakable kingdom: Hebrews 12:28 – “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which 

cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” 

NKJV 

 

Though this part of the Lord’s Prayer has already been answered, there is still an application for us! Today we might 

say, “Your kingdom come into all the world,” or “Your kingdom come into the hearts of all men,” or “May more 

and more people crown God king of their hearts and lives.”  
 

On a more personal level, we could pray, “May Your reign be established more fully in my heart.”  

 

Jesus teaches us that we should be concerned about the welfare of the kingdom/church. We should pray for the church 

in our community and around the world. 

 

Concern: Matthew 6:10 - “…Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” NKJV 
 

Think about how the will of God is done in heaven. Picture the angels and the archangels standing before the throne 

of God, eager to hear His commands and obey them. Wouldn’t it be awesome if the will of God were obeyed this way 

by everybody on earth?  

 

God’s will is basically revealed in His Word; therefore, for this part of the prayer to be answered, we must take that 

Word to all people: Matthew 28:19-20:  “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. NKJV 
 

Then we must encourage people everywhere to obey the Lord’s commands. We may not ever see everybody obey the 

will of God, but our mission is to try!  

 

Restraint: Matthew 6:11 - “Give us this day our daily bread.” NKJV 

 

We are halfway through the prayer before we see a personal request. This should tell us what the emphasis should be 

in our prayers.  

 

Notice this is not a request for cake or some other desirable dessert, but bread. It is not a request for a month’s supply 

of bread, but enough for just that day. “The prayer is for our needs, not our greeds.” 

 

One of the lessons for us in this prayer is that we should be happy with the necessities of life. It is not wrong to ask 

for other things, but our happiness should not depend on the accumulation of things. Paul wrote, 1 Timothy 6:8 - 

“And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.” NKJV 

 

We are reminded that God is the source of our blessings. We are to work for our daily bread (2 Thessalonians 3:10-

11), but we must still recognize the ultimate Source of that blessing: Matthew 6:33 – “Seek the Kingdom of God 

above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.” NLT 
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“Back of the loaf is the snowy flour and back of the flour the mill; and back of the mill is the wheat and the 

shower and the sun and the Father’s will.” 

 

Humility: Matthew 6:12 - “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” NKJV 

  

The Greek word translated “debts” (offence, fault, sin) refers to the spiritual debt we can never repay.  

 

As Christians, when we sin and ask God to forgive us, He does – freely, instantly, completely: Psalm 86:5 – “O 

Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for your help.” NLT  
 

The Bible is crystal clear on this point - “If God wasn’t willing to forgive sin, heaven would be empty.”   

 

But the Bible is also clear on this point – “If we are not willing to forgive others, heaven will never be our home!” 

 

Matthew 6:14-15: “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you 

refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  NLT 

 

The story has been told about a man who went to John Wesley and said, “I can never forgive that person - never.” 

John Wesley replied, “Then I hope you never sin. Because we all need what we don’t want to give.”  Don’t burn the 

bridge you need to walk across! 

 

The man who is unwilling to forgive destroys the bridge over which he himself must pass, and will be miserably bitter 

forever: 

 

“Bitterness erodes our spirit, saps our strength, spoils our appetite, disturbs our sleep, and ruins our health. 

Holding grudges wrinkles our faces, stoops our shoulders, burns ulcers in our stomachs, and draws frowns on our 

lips.” Larry Calvin 

 

Insight: Matthew 6:13 - “And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one…” NKJV 

 

The Lord’s Prayer is a model in its insight because it is concerned not only with the forgiveness of sins, but also with 

staying away from those things which produce sin. 

 

The Greek text could mean “the evil thing” (anything evil) or “the evil one” (the devil).  

 

This prayer teaches us to ask for God’s help in overcoming the temptations that come our way, and for help in 

defeating Satan. It also places responsibility on us. Too frequently, we want God to get us out of trouble after we 

have walked into a temptation-filled situation with our eyes wide open. We cannot pray, “Do not lead us into 

temptation,” and then deliberately go where we know we will be tempted. 

 

In life, you will be tempted by the devil to sin, but being tempted is not a sin - it’s when we give in to the temptation 

that we sin.  When we are tempted, God expects us to overcome:  

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 – “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, 

who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way 

of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”  NKJV 
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James 1:12-16: “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive 

the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love him.  Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am 

tempted by God;’ for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  But each one is 

tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives 

birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.”  

NKJV 

 

Praise: Matthew 6:13 - “…For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” NKJV 
 

The final words return to the source of all that is good, God Himself: 

 

 His is “the kingdom.”  The kingdom belongs to Him. He is over all - and we must acknowledge it. 

 His is “the power.” Any power men may possess is puny compared with God’s power—and we must 

recognize it. 

 His is “the glory” - and we should proclaim it. 

 All this will be true “forever.” “Amen.” 

 


