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Living loved 

 

Galatians 5:22-23: “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 

these things!” NLT 
 

“Love” is the first of the fruit of the Spirit we are to bear.  I am convinced that most of the problems in 

this world happen because there is not enough love.  Marriages fall apart because there is no love, 

families drift apart because there is no love, and churches wither and die because they have left their first 

love.  The souls of men are lost, wars are fought, and hatred destroys the world because there is no love.   

 

Luke 7:36-39: “One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his 

home and sat down to eat. When a certain immoral woman from that city heard he was eating 

there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. Then she knelt behind 

him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. Then she 

kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw 

this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is 

touching him. She’s a sinner!” NLT 

 

Could two people be more different? He is looked up to, she is looked down on.  He is a church leader, 

she is a streetwalker.  He makes a living by enforcing standards; she makes a living by breaking 

standards.  He’s hosting the party, she is crashing it.  Ask the other residents of Capernaum to point out 

the more pious of the two, and they will pick Simon.  After all, he is a student of theology, a man of the 

cloth.  Anyone would pick him.  Anyone except Jesus!  He knew them both. And Jesus picked the 

woman, and He tells Simon why!  

 

Luke 7:40-47: “Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have 

something to say to you.” “Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied. Then Jesus told him this story: “A 

man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other. But 

neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do 

you suppose loved him more after that?” Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he 

canceled the larger debt.” “That’s right,” Jesus said. Then he turned to the woman and said to 

Simon,“Look at this woman kneeling here. When I entered your home, you didn’t offer me water 

to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her 

hair. You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time I first came in, she has not stopped kissing 

my feet. You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet 

with rare perfume. “I tell you, her sins—and they are many - have been forgiven, so she has shown 

me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” NLT 

 
Simon did not make Jesus feel welcome, but the woman did everything Simon didn’t.  This woman had 

a terrible reputation, but what other people thought about her did not stop her from coming to Jesus.  

You see, it’s not for the other people that she came, it is for Jesus.  She puts her cheek to his feet.  She 

has no water, but she has tears. She has no towel, but she has her hair. You would think Simon of all 

people would show this kind of love, but he is harsh, distant.  You would think the woman would avoid 

Jesus, but she can’t resist Him.  Simon’s love is calibrated and stingy; her love is extravagant and risky. 

How do we explain the difference between the two?  
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Training, education, money – he had them all. But there is one thing she has that Simon doesn’t – God’s 

love.  We don’t know when she received it, we aren’t told how she heard about it. But this we know – 

she came thirsty – from guilt, regret, of living a life without love. 

 

Simon, on the other hand, doesn’t even know he is thirsty.  People like Simon don’t need grace, they 

analyze it.  They don’t request mercy, they debate and prorate it.  It wasn’t that Simon couldn’t be 

forgiven; he just never asks to be.  So while she drinks from the cup of mercy, Simon puffs up.  While 

she has ample love to give, he has no love to offer.  Why?   

 

Luke 7:47 – “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me 

much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” NLT 
 

In other words, we can’t give what we have never received. If we have never received love, how can we 

love others? 

 

But oh how we try. “My spouse needs forgiveness. I don’t know how, but I am going to give it.” “I 

don’t care how much it hurts; I am going to be nice to that bum.” “I’m supposed to love my 

neighbor? O.K. I will, even if it kills me.” We try hard, we clinch our teeth and we set our jaw. We’re 

going to love if it kills us. And it may do just that. 

 

Could it be that we are missing a step? Could it be that the first step of love is not towards other people 

but towards God? Could it be that the secret to loving is receiving?  You give love by first receiving it: 1 

John 4:19 – “We love Him because He first loved us.” NKJV 
 

Do you find it hard to love? Is there someone in your world that is hard to forgive? Is patience an 

endangered species in your life?  Is kindness a forgotten virtue? If so, you may have forgotten a step – 

“living loved.”  Do you long to be more loving? Then begin by accepting your place as a dearly loved 

child of God: 

 

Ephesians 5:1-2: “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear 

children. Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered 

himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.” NLT 

 
If we have never received this love, how can we give it to others?  Apart from God, the heart is deceitful 

above all things.  It’s no wonder so many relationships fail – marriage, children/parents, and friends!  

Marriage saving love is not within us, a friendship saving love cannot be found in our hearts.  We need 

help from an outside source; a transfusion. Would we love as God loves? Then we must start by 

receiving God’s love.  

 

1 John 4:9-11: “God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world 

so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real love - not that we loved God, but that 

he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us 

that much, we surely ought to love each other.” NLT 
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John 13:34-35: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved 

you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” NKJV 
 

Luke 6:27 – “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 

those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.” NKJV 
 

We understand that love is important, and we want to love, but only God can give us the power to do so. 

It may be hard to love people who lie, cheat, steal, break their word, are unkind to us. How can we be 

patient with people who have the warmth of a vulture and the tenderness of a porcupine? How can we 

forgive the moneygrubbers and backstabbers we meet? How can we love as God loves? We want to, we 

long to, and we need to, but how?   

 

By living loved, by following the principle of Luke 7:47.  Receive first, love second! 

 

The secret to loving is “living loved,” the forgotten step in relationships.  

 

1 John 4:16 – “We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is 

love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.” NKJV 

 

God alone is the power source for the kind of love He wants us to bear, for without God’s love, we 

cannot love: Romans 5:5 – “And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how 

dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.” NLT 
 

Remember, the works of the flesh is what sin does in us; the fruit of the Spirit is what God does through 

us.  You do not produce this love, you bear this love.  Jesus said in John 15 we are to “bear much 

fruit.” It is the vine’s fruit, not ours.  When we abide in the vine, we have the nature of the vine in us. As 

Christians we become “…partakers of the divine nature…” (2 Peter 1:4).   

 

When we are reborn, the nature of God comes into us. The nature of God is love, for “…God is love” (1 

John 4:8). 
 

Some of you are thirsty for God’s kind of love. Those who should have loved you wouldn’t. Those who 

could have loved you didn’t. You were left at the hospital, left at the altar, left with an empty bed, left 

with a broken heart.  You may have been left with this question – “Does anybody love me?”  God loves 

you, personally, powerfully, and passionately. Others have promised and failed.  But God has promised 

and succeeded. He loves you with an unfailing love, an everlasting love: 

 

Jeremiah 31:3 – “...I have loved you, my people, with an everlasting love. With unfailing love I 

have drawn you to myself.” NLT 

 

And His love, if you will let it, can fill you and leave you with a love that you can give to others as well. 

 

So come thirsty and drink deeply – if you do, the same thing will happen to you that happened to this 

woman: 

 



 

4 

Luke 7:48-50: “Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” The men at the table said 

among themselves, “Who is this man, that he goes around forgiving sins?” And Jesus said to the 

woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” NLT 
 

There was never a time in your life when you walked alone, never once did God leave you on your own, 

from your conception to your birth to this present moment, He has been with you all the way!  And He 

has promised that He will never leave you, desert you or forsake you!   

 

He doesn’t care if you need to cry all night long, He will stay with you, there’s nothing you can ever do 

to lose His love.  He will protect you until you die, and after death He will still protect you forever!  

 

He is stronger than depression, braver than loneliness, a comfort to the grieving heart - nothing can ever 

exhaust Him or make Him tired of you! 

 

And if you have ever wondered or doubted God’s love for you, think of the cross, because of the 

sacrifice of His dear sweet Son, He offers us forgiveness and salvation!  

 

Psalm 103:12 - “He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.” NLT 

 

The “east” and the “west” represent two points as far from each other as one can go.  These points will 

never meet!  God removes our sin an eternal distance from us by His mercy!  He removes them as far 

away from us as heaven is from hell! 

 

God’s love has never failed you and it never will - He has never given up on you, His love for you will 

never run out! That’s how much He loves you! 

 

Romans 8:38-39: “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither 

death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about 

tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky 

above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from 

the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” NLT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


