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Knowing God 

 

Of all the scriptures that come to mind, perhaps the saddest one of all is found in Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone 

who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons 

in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’
 
And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 

depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” NKJV 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9: “And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the 

Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, bringing judgment on 

those who don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus. They will be 

punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power.” NLT 

 

Jesus tells us that on Judgment Day, there will be some people who will fully expect to go to heaven, but instead will 

be lost!  They will be religious people who do some good things, but they do not know God!  

 

“Well, it’s a good thing that none of us church going Christians will ever have to hear those words. I mean after 

all we are here at church worshipping God aren’t we? We do try to be good people don’t we? Let’s face it, we’ve 

given up a lot of stuff to become the righteous people that we are, right? I mean, come on, there’s no way that 

Jesus would turn US away is there?” 

 

Make no mistake about it – on Judgment Day, there will be elders, deacons, Sunday school teachers, preachers, 

farmers, school teachers, etc., along with countless others that will be turned away because they didn’t “know the 

Lord!”  They may have attended church and were involved on some level, may have been members in good standing 

in the community, but when it came to their Christian faith, they were just going through the motions, they were 

playing church!  “Some people pray just to pray and some people pray to know God.” Andrew Murray 

 

Jesus was not first in their lives!  Maybe they thought they were too busy to serve the Lord – that God would 

understand – they thought wrong!  If you are too busy for Jesus, you are too busy!  “Part time Christians cannot 

defeat a full-time devil!” 

 

My great fear is that Jesus may be describing some of you - you are nice people, but you may not be truly committed 

to the Lord, which means you are in danger of losing your souls!  It is time to wake up! It's time for us to rise up, get 

out of the rut and routine, and begin to take our Christian faith seriously!  It is time to “know the Lord!” 

 

I. Knowing God 

 

To know God/Jesus is the biggest and best of the blessings promised in the Bible, knowing God is the supreme gift 

from God. To know God is the reason we were made, it is our greatest responsibility!  The good news of Christianity 

is that it can happen! 

 

1 John 5:20 – “And we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us understanding so that we can 

know the true God. And now we live in fellowship with the true God because we live in fellowship with his Son, 

Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, and he is eternal life.” NLT 

 

The only thing in life truly worthwhile is to know God.  That’s why our greatest quest in life, our highest goal, the 

pinnacle of all other goals, should be to know Jesus!  Paul wanted to know Jesus: Philippians 3:10-11: “I want to 

know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, 

sharing in his death, so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!” NLT 

 

What Paul “didn’t” say is noteworthy. 
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 Paul didn’t say, “I want to know all the issues.” 

 Paul didn’t say, “I want to know all the answers to selected questions.” 

 Paul didn’t say, “I want to know what every brother believes.” 

 Paul did say, “I want to know Christ.” 

 

Paul also wanted others to know Jesus. Paul preached so others could know Jesus. 1 Corinthians 2:2 – “For I 

determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” NKJV 
 

Paul prayed for others to know Jesus: Ephesians 1:16-17: “I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for 

you constantly, asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and 

insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God.” NLT 

 

Paul lived for Christ so others could know Jesus: Galatians 2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  NKJV 
 

II. Knowing about God 

 

Now we may think there are other things more important in the Christian life than knowing God, but there isn’t. We 

may think that because we are Christians and read the Bible and know a great deal about God, that we know God.  

Nothing could be further from the truth.  

 

The Bible tells us what we need to know about God and what God wants us to do so that we can enter and maintain 

the relationship with Him where we come to know Him.  

 

We cannot know Jesus without knowing about Him.  However, you can know a lot about Jesus without actually 

knowing Him! 

 

We need to study and learn all we can about God, but it doesn’t do us a lot of good to memorize the scriptures and 

learn all the Biblical facts about God if we do not have a relationship with God where we experience Him!   

 

Hosea 6:6 - “I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices. I want you to know me more than I want burnt 

offerings.” NLT 

 

Knowing God is not just about knowing facts about God - most of my life I knew biblical facts about God but didn’t 

really know God. If all you have are facts about God, it’s not enough.  The Jews knew facts about God but were lost: 

 

John 5:39-40: “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point 

to me! Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.” NLT 

 

“A lot of people have Bibles, but very few have Jesus.”  

 

Matthew 11:28-30: “Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.” NLT 
 

Christianity is not something you do, it’s who you are! 
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III. How do we know that we know Jesus? 

 

How can we be certain that when Jesus comes back, He will not say to us - “Depart from Me, I never knew you?” To 

put it in simple terms, “How do we know that we know Him?” 

 

It is simple but demanding. If you want to know God, if you want to deepen your understanding of God, if you want 

to know the mind of God, if you want to turn your knowledge about God into knowledge of God, you must obey 

God, right now, without any question - obey Him again and again and again!   

 

1 John 2:3-4: “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He who says, “I know 

Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” NKJV 

 

James 1:21-25: “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 

your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it 

says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing 

at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully 

into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God 

will bless you for doing it.” NLT 

 

When we obey God in the simple little things, He begins to accomplish in us things only He can do (Fruit of the 

Spirit).  God begins to reveal Himself, unveil Himself, give us spiritual knowledge and understanding, we will begin 

to see God on a deeper, higher level, and we will begin to experience Him at work through us. 

 

You grow in the knowledge of God by obeying - but if you expect God to give you some great understanding of who 

He is when you’re afraid to step off first base, He’s not going to do it. 

 

You cannot stay where you are and go with God.  Luke 14:27 – “And whoever does not bear his cross and come 

after Me cannot be My disciple.” NKJV 
 

You cannot continue doing things your way and accomplish God’s purposes in His ways.  You must adjust to Him. 

Obedience shows that you love God - if you obey and love Him He will reveal Himself to you - if you have an 

obedience problem, then you have a love problem - if you love Him, you will obey Him!  

 

Matthew 12:50 – “For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

NKJV  

 

John 14:15 – “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” NKJV 

 

If you don’t allow your study about God turn into obedience of God where you can be in a right relationship with 

God, you are wasting your life, and you are losing your soul!   

 

1 John 5:12 – “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” NKJV 

 

IV.  How can we tell if a person knows God   

 

Those who know God have great energy for God: Daniel 11:32 - “...the people who know their God shall be 

strong and carry out great exploits.” NKJV 

 

Those who know God have great thoughts of God: Psalm 77:11-12: “But then I recall all you have done, O Lord; 

I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago. They are constantly in my thoughts. I cannot stop thinking 

about your mighty works.” NLT  
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Those who know God show great boldness for God - aren’t afraid to stick their necks out (David and Goliath, Daniel, 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, Peter and Paul). 

 

Those who know God are at peace with God: Romans 5:1 - “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” NKJV 

 

Those who know God have the peace of God: Philippians 4:6-7: “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray 

about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s 

peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in 

Christ Jesus.” NLT 

 

V. Conclusion   

 

What is the most important thing of all?  What is the eternal life that Jesus gives?  What is the greatest theme of the 

Bible, the highest goal we should ever have, the greatest good to enjoy, the deepest longing in the human heart?   

 

What is the best thing in life, bringing more joy, delight and contentment than anything else?  The answer to all of 

these questions is the same – “knowing God!” 

 

John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You 

have sent.” NKJV  

 

If knowing God is not your highest priority or you love someone/something more than you love God, you are an 

idolater and your soul is in jeopardy of being lost forever! 

 

Our relationship with Jesus has to be stronger than any earthly relationship we have. Our love for God must be greater 

than our love for anything or anyone else on this planet, our desire to know Him must be the highest thought we ever 

think or the strongest desire we ever have: 

 

Psalm 119:10 – “With my whole heart I have sought you…” NKJV   

 

1 Chronicles 28:9 – “…know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; 

for the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts.  If you seek Him, He will be 

found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever.” NKJV 


