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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Cold pulpits in a season of hell 

Brad Harrub 
 

Many pulpits have grown cold on the topic of hell. Gone are the 
days of fire and brimstone sermons. Those days have been re-
placed with lessons that are warmer, and make Christians 
feel better about themselves and life in general. But the silence 
has come at an extreme cost. We have several generations who 
have heard many lessons on the love of God and the grace of 
God - which I firmly believe must be taught. But they have never 
heard about hell. 
 

How can Christians truly appreciate the love and grace of God if 
they don’t understand His wrath? I was not much older than 4 
or 5 years of age when I first comprehended the concept of 
Hell. While I didn’t understand all of the dynamics, I knew this 
was a horrible place to which I never wanted to go. During my 
adolescence and formative years, the fear of hell kept me out of 
many bad situations, as my conscience reminded me of the con-
sequences of choosing the wrong path. 
 

Hell was a real motivator in my early years, as I knew I didn’t 
want to “burn.” That “motivating factor” has been dimin-
ished in the past few decades - but not of my own choosing. I 
honestly cannot recall the last “hellfire and brimstone” sermon 
I’ve heard.  
 

In fact, a few years ago I began speaking on the topic of 
hell because I was afraid yet another generation would grow up 
having never heard this portion of God’s Word. 
 

The darkness of hell has been replaced with the sunshine of 
grace and love. Death has been replaced with fun and entertain-
ment. Want proof?  
 

Take a look at the activities your youth group is involved in and 
the material they study and then compare them in light of 
Scripture:  

Sunday Morning Servers 

June 7, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Leonard Wilson 
Announcements…………..Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader………………..Rick Phillips 
Greeters…………………….Alan & Libby 
                                         Mahon 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                         George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Sherman Cullum, Lonnie Seabaugh, Jerry 
Phipps, Rick Phillips, Larry Volk 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#3 
Children’s Home……………Powdered Sugar 
Gift Bag Item for June……..Kleenex 
 
June 11…...Celebrate Recovery 
                   (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
June 14……CRC Day 
June 22…..Children’s Home Truck 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

June 7, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......40 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….67 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….27 
Wednesday Worship………….….……..34 
Contribution…...........................$1,581.89 
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Bell proclaimed, “If we want Hell, if we want 
Heaven, they are ours. That’s how love works. It 
can’t be forced, manipulated, or coerced. It al-
ways leaves room for the other to decide. God 
says yes, we can have what we want, because 
love wins.” 
 

Love wins? Then how shall we reconcile the words 
of Jesus when He said:  
 

Matthew 25:46 - “And these will go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” NKJV 
 

Are we to believe that Jesus was wrong or lying 
about this “everlasting punishment?”  
 

Jesus went on to say, Matthew 8:12 - “But the 
sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer 
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” NKJV  
 

If hell is not a real place that lasts forever, how do 
we harmonize the sobering instructions of Je-
sus: Mark 9:43-44 - “If your hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into 
life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go 
to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched 
– where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is 
not quenched.’” NKJV 
 

Jesus believed in hell as a place of torment and 
everlasting devastation. Revelation 20:10 - “The 
devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake 
of fire and brimstone where the beast and the 
false prophet are. And they will be torment-
ed day and night forever and ever.” NKJV 
 

Consider that after a soul has been in hell 
for 150,000 years, they have no hope of relief. 
This is a torment that will go on and on through 
eternity. Revelation 21:8  - “But the cowardly, 
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall 
have their part in the lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
NKJV 
 

Our casual and relaxed attitude has caused us to 
forget that sin separates us from God 
(Isaiah 59:2). We don’t truly meditate on the holi-
ness of God.  

Consider what we find in Habakkuk 1:13 - “But you 
are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil...” NLT 
 

Could it be that we have come to view sin as not that 
big of a deal? Have we reached the point that we 
don’t view it as stench in the very nostrils of God? I 
believe that we have sanitized and recast God’s wrath 
and His Word. We view the Flood account as a cute 
children’s story - not grasping that God wiped out 
every human and animal except those on the ark.  
 

Nahum 1:2-3: “The Lord is a jealous God, filled with 
vengeance and rage. He takes revenge on all who 
oppose him and continues to rage against his ene-
mies! The Lord is slow to get angry, but his power 
is great, and he never lets the guilty go unpun-
ished...” NLT 
 

Does this sound like the “love-and-grace-only” God 
you frequently hear about? Having traveled across 
the world, I am convinced that many who wear the 
name of Christian are - through our actions, words, 
or thoughts, are offering up “dung in the nostrils of 
God.” 
 

Maybe it is the television show we know Christians 
shouldn’t watch, but we tune in anyway. Or maybe it 
is the music with repulsive lyrics. Or maybe it is gos-
siping lips or a hateful attitude. For others it may be 
internet pornography or immodest clothing. Or may-
be it is sexual activity outside of marriage or drinking 
alcohol with friends. But the bottom line is we are 
offering up dung in the nostrils of the living God. 
Galatians 6:7 - “Do not be deceived, God is not 
mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also 
reap.” NKJV 
 

Hell is a real place. I long for the days when that mo-
tivator is back and pulpits have warmed back up to 
this topic.  
 

Matthew 7:13 - “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide 
is the gate and broad is the way that leads to de-
struction, and there are many who go in by it.” 
NKJV  
 

How many people will we continue to watch step out 
into eternity - who are not prepared - all because 
we would not speak up? All because we were afraid it 
might “offend” them? They need to know - and you 
are the perfect one to share the truth in love. 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Leonard Wil-
son, Mary Armstrong, Nila Roark, 
Ronald Kirksey, Coy Burnett, Vivian Wil-
son,  Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Ste-
venson, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty 
Gibson, Tammy McPherson,  Corey 
Reynolds,  Connie Gardner, Ron Ellis, 
Clarence Dennis, Rose Scarlett, Cassie 
Parrish & girls,  Jerry Seabaugh, Ruby 
Latimer, Larry Sams, Angella Holleman, 
Larry & Artie McCain,  Joanne Crouch, 
Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, 
Gilbert & Margie Hess, James Johnson, 
Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dow-
dy, Lucy Hubble, Eleanor Evans, Nina 
Slocum,  Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clem-
mons, Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa 
Dix, Charles Hollis, Laura Mae Glass, 
Melvin Gunner, Paul Moore, Christine 
Imboden, Hannah Davil, Mary Jane Ken-
non, Jennifer Martin, Thomas Reynolds 
Jr., Brooklyn Mashburn, Lillie Deck-
leman, Willie Goodart, Beverly Gresham. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the families of 
Pete Peebles & Eldon Wixon, who both 
passed away this week. 
 
 

Ecclesiastes 7:2  - “Better to spend your time at 
funerals than at parties. After all, everyone dies - 
so the living should take this to heart.” NLT 
 

Six Flags? Absolutely! The cemetery? Not on your 
life. 
 

While we don’t like to think about it, every hu-
man being came into the world with an expira-
tion date - this is a date that we will not 
miss (unless Jesus comes first).  
 

In Ecclesiastes 3:2 we are reminded that there is 
“...a time to be born and a time to die.”  
 

Hebrews 9:27 - “And as it is appointed for men 
to die once, but after this the judgment.” NKJV 
 

World Death Rates 2011 (according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau): 
 

 8 Deaths/100 Population 

 55.3 million people died each year 

 151,600 people died each day 

 6,316 people died each hour 

 105 people died each minute 

 Almost 2 people died each second 
 

Most humans cringe at the very thought 
of stepping out into eternity. As such, we make 
light of the concept of hell. We joke about this 
“devil” creature with horns and a pitchfork. We 
find it much easier to laugh than to truly meditate 
on the reality of hell. But that light-hearted atti-
tude and the ongoing silence in pulpits has 
caused many Christians to become apathetic in 
our outreach to the lost. If we aren’t worried 
about or focused on people actually going to hell, 
why would we reach out? The silence from the 
pulpit and “feel-good” propaganda from popu-
lar preachers has damaged the church and 
has cast many souls into danger. 
 

Some modern-day “preachers” are telling people 
that hell is either not real or won’t last for eterni-
ty. Rob Bell had a New York Times best-selling 
book titled Love Wins in which he contended that 
the phrase “eternal punishment” should be trans-
lated as “a period of pruning” or a “time of trim-
ming.”  
 


