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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Recognizing and getting rid of the idols in your life 

 
Just because you don’t bow down and worship a golden statue 
does not mean you don’t have idols in your life. In fact, I believe 
nearly every person in the world struggles with idolatry. Here is 
a quick way to determine the things in your life which are, or 
could easily become, your idols. And just as important, how to 
get rid of the idols in your life. 
 
Make a list of all the things that are important in your life - all 
the things about which you might say, “I don’t know how I 
could live without this.”  
 
Number the list in order of priority (one being most important). 
Obviously, most people probably have “God” on their list.  
 
Other things on your list might be your spouse, children, job, 
hobbies, money, material possessions, people, political parties, 
a cause, a sport, an addiction, lusts, pleasures, or some other 
thing, etc.  
 
You might even have things on your list like, “Getting married 
someday” or, “having children.” In other words, some things 
on your list might be things you are pursuing rather than things 
you already have. Anything you see as being extremely im-
portant in your life needs to be on your list.  
 
Anything that you love more, fear more, serve more than God, 
anything that takes God’s place in your heart - anything which 
is more important to a person than God may be considered an 
idol.   
 
To put anything before God, or to esteem any created thing 
more than God the Creator, is wicked idolatry.  Idols are an 
abomination to the Lord. God is a jealous God – His warning is 
clear - don’t do it – period – end of story! 

Sunday Morning Servers 

June 21, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements…………...Doug Wilson 
Song Leader………………...Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Jerry & Kathy  
                                         Phipps                                     
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                          Frank Crouch 
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Sherman Cullum, Lonnie Seabaugh, Jerry 
Phipps, Rick Phillips, Larry Volk 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#1 
Children’s Home……………All Items on List 
Gift Bag Item for June……..Kleenex 
 
June 22…….Children’s Home Truck 
June 25…….Celebrate  Recovery (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

June 21, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Ronald Kirksey 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......48 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….68 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….31 
Wednesday Worship…………………….27 
Contribution…...........................$2,310.51 
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1 John 5:21  - “Dear children, keep away from 
anything that might take God’s place in your 
hearts.” NLT 
 
Many people say, “Yeah, but I thought idolatry is 
when you bow down to a statue! I don’t do that.” 
 
The real problem with idolatry – even in ancient 
times – was in the heart. God said the elders of 
Israel had “taken their idols into their 
hearts” (Ezekiel 14:3).  
 
The apostle Paul wrote that “covetousness (greed) 
is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Idolatry is not just 
about statues - it’s a matter of the heart. 
 
When the ancients worshiped the goddess of love, 
it was because they made relationships an ulti-
mate thing in their heart. When they worshiped 
the god of war, it was because they made victory 
on the battlefield an ultimate thing in their heart.  
 
When they worshiped the god of the harvest, it 
was because they made a bumper crop an ultimate 
thing in their heart. 
 
They thought that a good harvest, or victory, or 
love, or beauty, or whatever would satisfy their 
deepest longings or save them from their deepest 
fears. They thought if they had that, then they 
would have “the good life.”  
 
In other words, they looked to the creation for 
what only the Creator could provide. 
 
And we do the same thing today - without ever 
bowing to a statue.  
 
Search your heart. Do you have idols lurking 
there? To what are you looking for salvation or 
satisfaction? To what are you saying, “You are my 
life?” 
 
If you have made a good thing an ultimate thing 
in your life, how do you change that? How do you 
rid idols from your heart? 
 
The answer isn’t always to remove the object of 
our idolatry from our life, to stop loving it, or even 
to love it less.  

After all, our family can become the object of our 
idolatry, but the answer isn’t to love them less. The 
answer is to love God MORE! 
 
We must allow ourselves to be “filled with all the 
fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:19) so our love for 
Him shoves everything else aside, out of His pres-
ence, out of the “God-place” in our hearts. We must 
allow God’s magnificence, beauty, and glory to fill our 
hearts and minds. 
 
This is why prayer, Bible study, praise, and even fast-
ing are so very important! These acts help us see the 
glory and majesty of God and diminish our depend-
ence on created things. 
 
We must become like Habakkuk who essentially said, 
“If I have no food, but I have God, then I will re-
joice” (Habakkuk 3:17-19).  
 
Or like Jeremiah, “Even when my city and my peo-
ple are in ruins, the Lord is my portion and I will 
hope in Him” (Lamentations 3:22-24).  
 
And like the apostle Paul, “Everything else is rub-
bish except for knowing the Lord” (Philippians 3:8). 
 
The only people who’s hearts are truly free from idols 
are those who can honestly say, “The Lord is all I 
need! He is my joy, my hope, my pursuit, my life, 
my all.” 
 
When we let God be our God. When we are completely 
satisfied in Him and when we completely embrace the 
salvation He offers, we won’t go looking for those 
things anywhere else. We’ll have no need for false 
gods. 
 
Acts 4:12 - “And there is salvation in no one else; 
for there is no other name under heaven that has 
been given among men by which we must be 
saved.” NASB 
 
1 Corinthians 10:14 – “So, my dear friends, flee 
from the worship of idols.” NLT 
 

1 John 5:21 – “Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen.” NKJV 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Leonard Wil-
son, Mary Armstrong, Frank Crouch, 
Nila Roark, Ronald Kirksey, Coy Bur-
nett, Vivian Wilson,  Glenda Tarwater, 
Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty Andrews,  
R.W. & Betty Gibson, Tammy McPher-
son, Sarah Wilson, Corey Reynolds,  
Connie Gardner, Ron Ellis, Clarence 
Dennis, Rose Scarlett, Cassie Parrish & 
girls,  Jerry Seabaugh, Ruby Latimer, 
Arvel Pratt, Angella Holleman, Larry & 
Artie McCain,  Joanne Crouch, Larry 
Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert 
& Margie Hess, James Johnson, Jr., 
Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Lucy Hubble, Eleanor Evans, Nina Slo-
cum,  Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons, 
Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, 
Charles Hollis, Laura Mae Glass, Paul 
Moore, Christine Imboden, Hannah 
Davil, Mary Jane Kennon, Jennifer Mar-
tin, Thomas Reynolds Jr., Brooklyn 
Mashburn, Lillie Deckleman, Willie 
Goodart.  
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Alma 
Frohlin, Sandra Phillips’ aunt, who passed 
away. 
 
Sympathy is also extended to the family of 
Beverly Grisham who passed away. Beverly 
was Geraldine Peebles’ daughter. 

The dictionary definition of “idol” is “an object of 
excessive devotion or admiration.”   
 
The Greek word of the NT which has been adapted 
into English as “idol”  generally referred to vision 
or sight.  Literally: “the way I see things.”  
 
A good working definition of idolatry is the wor-
ship of the self - what “I” desire and want.   
 
Augustine: “Idolatry is worshipping anything 
that ought to be used, or using anything that 
ought to be worshipped.”  
 
The best definition I’ve ever heard for idolatry is 
“making a good thing an ultimate thing.”  
 
Created things are ALL good things (Genesis 1:12), 
but when we treat a created thing as ultimate – 
something that makes life worth living – then 
it’s an idol! 
 
No created thing should be ultimate in our life. 
Only the Creator is ultimate. When we “worship 
and serve the creature rather than the Crea-
tor” (Romans 1:25), then we are idol worshippers! 
 
When it comes to defining idolatry we usually 
think of Exodus 20:3 - “You shall have no other 
gods before me.” NKJV  
 
We think “before” means, “ahead of in im-
portance.” But that’s NOT what that word means. 
 
“Before me” means “in my presence” or literally, 
“in front of my face.” So God isn’t just saying, 
“Don’t have anything in your life that’s more 
important than me.” He is also saying, “Don’t 
have any gods BESIDES me.”  
 
God doesn’t want to be your TOP God, He wants 
to be your ONLY God! To bring anything else into 
the presence of God – into the place where God 
dwells in our hearts – is to make that thing an idol, 
a false god. 
 
Matthew 4:10 - “...You shall worship the Lord 
your God, and  Him only you shall serve.” NKJV 
 
 
 


