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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
A life changing experience - Part 2 

 

Last week we learned about the need we have to forgive 
those who have hurt us and to ask forgiveness of those 
we have hurt by studying the dangers of unforgiveness  - 
anger, bitterness, depression, etc. Today we will learn 
how to forgive! 
 
The “first step” in forgiving others is realizing that you 
are forgiven and deeply loved: Romans 8:1 – “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, 
but according to the Spirit.” NKJV 
 

We must first learn to accept what God has done for us.  
We are forgiven - that means when He looks at us, He 
sees the finished work of Jesus, and He is pleased.   
 

Those who struggle with the thought of forgiveness often 
find themselves wondering how God can forgive sin over 
and over again, but He does.  This does not mean our sin 
is without consequence.  Sin carries a great burden and 
the end result is never pleasant.  But God does forgive.  
 

The “second step” is to forgive the person who commit-
ted the sin against you, releasing them mentally and 
emotionally.  This is what God has done for you - re-
leased you from a debt that you could not pay. 
 

When God forgives, He removes the notation from His 
record.  He forgets it, puts it out of His memory, and 
treats us just like He did before we had sinned, and He 

receives us back wholeheartedly (prodigal son). He-
brews 8:12 - “And I will forgive their wickedness, 
and I will never again remember their sins.” NLT 

Sunday Morning Servers 

July 5, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements…………...Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader………………...Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda 
                                          Cullum 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                         Lonnie Seabaugh                                         
                                         

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#3 
Children’s Home……………Ravioli 
Gift Bag Item for July……..Pens/Sharpies 
 
July 7…….Ladies’ Devotional 
July 7…….Elders & Deacons Meet 
July 9…….Celebrate  Recovery (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
July 13-17……..VBS 
July 20…...Blood Drive (City Hall 4-8 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

July5, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......22 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….76 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….35 
Wednesday Worship…………………….32 
Contribution…...........................$1,723.30 
 

 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
Forgiveness is not just ignoring people who do us 
wrong.  Forgiveness is not just refusing to strike 
blow for blow, tooth for tooth.  You might refrain 
from doing something physical but still be bitter 
towards someone.  Forgiveness is not just ignoring 
the sin.  God does not overlook sin, neither should 
we!  Jesus says rebuke, not ignore:  
 

Luke 17:3-5: “Take heed to yourselves, if your 
brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he 
repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you 
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day 
returns to you, saying, I repent, you shall for-
give him.” And the apostles said to the Lord, 
“Increase our faith.” NKJV 
 

Matthew 5:23-24: “Therefore if you bring your 
gift to the altar, and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your 
gift there before the altar, and go your way. First 
be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift.” NKJV  
 

Matthew 18:15-17: “Moreover, if your brother 
sins against you, go and tell him his fault be-
tween you and him alone. If he hears you, you 
have gained your brother (won that person back). 
But if he will not hear you, take with you one or 
two more, that by the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses every word may be established. And if 
he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But 
if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be 
to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” NKJV 
 

When forgiveness is necessary, we are to get up 
and go, not wait for the other person to make the 
first move.  If you hurt someone else, you are to 
go to that person and ask them to forgive you, 
whether they do it or not; you do not wait for 
them to come to you.  If someone hurts you, you 
go to that person and you tell them that you for-
give them, whether they want to hear it or not; you 
do not wait for them to come to you!  In each case, 
the burden of action falls upon you and me. 
 

But what if a person does not ask for forgiveness, 
am I still obligated to forgive that person?  Con-
sider Jesus in Luke 23:34 – “…Father, forgive 
them, for they don’t know what they are doing.”  
NLT 
 

To not forgive another means you continue to hold 
on to your resentment, anger and pain over another’s 
actions. 
 

How will I know when I have fully forgiven and 
released my offender? Give yourself this test. Do I 
secretly rejoice when I hear they are having prob-
lems or misfortune?   
 

Do I avoid the person on purpose? Do I speak to the 
person only when something like a chance meeting 
happens?  Do I constantly think about what hap-
pened? Do I ever sit and brood over the wrong done 
to me?  Do I hesitate to pray for the person?   
 

You know you have forgiven and released them when 
you can think about them and it doesn’t hurt any-
more – when you can wish them well. You know you 
have released them when you can pray for God to 
bless them.  
 

People who are hurt tend to hurt other people. So you 
know you have forgiven and released them when you 
begin to understand their hurt, rather than focusing 
on how they hurt you.  
 

“The ultimate proof of total forgiveness takes place 
when we can sincerely ask God to let those who 
have hurt us off the hook -- even if they have hurt 
not only us, but also those close to us.”  R. T. Kendall 
 

Forgiveness does not mean we erase the past. It 
doesn’t even mean the other person will change his 
behavior - we cannot control that. They are responsi-
ble for their actions; we are only responsible for ours. 
Forgiveness means that we are letting go of the anger 
and pain, and moving on to a better place. It’s not 
easy, but we can learn to do it. “Forgiveness is un-
locking the door to set someone free and realizing 
you were the prisoner.” 
 

“When you forgive a person who wronged you, you 
set a prisoner free, and then you discover that the 
prisoner you set free is you.” Lewis Smedes ‘The Art 
of Forgiving’ 
 

Remember, forgiveness does not mean that what the 
other person did was right, forgiveness means that 
we are trusting in God to make things right!   
 

“I’ve learned the great value of the three F’s - for-
give, forget, and forge ahead!” 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Leonard Wil-
son, Mary Armstrong, Nila Roark, 
Ronald Kirksey, Coy Burnett, Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty 
Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson, Sarah 
Wilson, Jim Barton, Corey Reynolds,  
Connie Gardner, Ron Ellis, Clarence 
Dennis, Rose Scarlett, Cassie Parrish & 
girls,  Jerry Seabaugh, Ruby Latimer, 
Arvel Pratt, Angella Holleman, Larry & 
Artie McCain,  Joanne Crouch, Larry 
Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert 
& Margie Hess, James Johnson, Jr., 
Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Lucy Hubble, Nina Slocum,  Otis Reyn-
olds, Chuck Clemmons, Glen Hirons, Ha-
zel Devazier, Lisa Dix, Laura Mae Glass, 
Paul Moore, Hannah Davil, Mary Jane 
Kennon, Jennifer Martin, Brooklyn 
Mashburn, Lillie Deckleman, Willie 
Goodart, Donna Leonard, Homer Haw-
kins! 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of 
Derry McFadden who recently passed 
away.  
 
Sympathy is also extended to the family 
of Helen Green James who passed away. 
 
 

The number of times He has forgiven us is infinite, 
and when He forgives, He blots it out, removes it 
far far away, forgets it, throws it to the bottom of 
the sea.  He expects us to do the same: 
 

Colossians 3:13 – “Make allowance for each oth-
er’s faults (never hold grudges), and forgive any-
one who offends you. Remember, the Lord for-
gave you, so you must forgive others.” NLT 
 

The “third step” is to accept the other person, not 
necessarily be intimately involved, but to accept 
one another: Romans 12:17–19: “Never pay back 
evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that 
everyone can see you are honorable. Do all that 
you can to live in peace with everyone. Dear 
friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the 
righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I 
will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the 
Lord.” NLT 
 

To forgive another person does not mean you will 
forget what happened or that the person is not 
responsible for what he did or that you need to 
bring him back into your life. To forgive simply 
means you will no longer allow another person’s 
actions or words to control you or cause you pain.  
 

“To forgive doesn’t mean what the other person 
did was right - it means that you aren't going to 
let what the other person did ruin your life, take 
your peace, and steal your joy!”  
 

To forgive doesn’t mean we have to have a close 
personal relationship with the person who hurt us 
– some people have serious unresolved issues – 
“toxic personalities.” The damaging things in their 
lives could spill over and hurt us.   
 

But that shouldn’t prevent us from wishing them 
God’s best, from a distance if necessary.   
 

The “final step” is reconciliation; responding to 
one another with the same love Christ showed us: 
Ephesians 4:31–32: “Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as 
all types of evil behavior. Instead, be kind to 
each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
just as God through Christ has forgiven you.” 
NLT 
 
So how do we reconcile with other people? 


