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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
They are what they are 

Earthly Supreme But Not DIVINE!  
 
As expected, the U.S. Supreme Court “attempted” to redefine 
marriage with their Friday, June 26 decision.  Yes, attempt-
ed.  The Court may be called Supreme – but the Court isn't di-
vine!  Five justices trampled the will of more than 50 million 
people, but they do not have the moral authority to redefine 
marriage.  That authority belongs only to God. 
 
Is it wrong to question the decision of our highest 
court?  Perhaps the best answer to that question is to review 
the Court dissents.  
 
Chief Justice Roberts observed that the Court's activist opinion 
hijacks  the democratic process and is not based in the rule of 
law: "Do not Celebrate the Constitution. It had nothing to do 
with it," warned Roberts.   
 
Justice Scalia called the Court's decision a "threat to American 
democracy." The "pretentious" and "egotistic" decision, noted 
Scalia, "robs the People of the most important liberty they as-
serted in the Declaration of Independence and won in the 
Revolution of 1776: the freedom to govern themselves."  
 
Justice Alito affirmed the decision signals far more than the 
death of marriage. "Today's decision will also have a funda-
mental effect on this Court and its ability to uphold the rule 
of law. If a bare majority of Justices can invent a new right 
and impose that right on the rest of the country, the only real 
limit on what future majorities will be able to do is their own 
sense of what those with political power and cultural influ-
ence are willing to tolerate."  
 
Even Justice Kennedy, who voted with the four other misguided 
Justices, reaffirmed the right of American people to disagree 
with the Court's ruling:    

 

Sunday Morning Servers 

July 12, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements…………...Rick Phillips 
Song Leader………………...Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Frank & Ella 
                                          Crouch  
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Frank Crouch 
                                          Jerry Phipps 
                                           

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
Steve Eppes, John Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#4 
Children’s Home……………Toothbrushes 
Gift Bag Item for July……..Pens/Sharpies 
July……….Ladies’ Devo is collecting bed pillows  
                 for the Childrens’ Home in Paragould 
 
July 13-17……..VBS 
July 17…...Fingerfood following class 
July 20…...Blood Drive (City Hall 4-8 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

July 12, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Leonard Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......44 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….67 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….41 
Wednesday Worship…………………….25 
Contribution…...........................$1,827.67 
 

 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
“Quit judging the world and start judging those 
in the church!” 
 
“Stop whining over gay marriage, God is still in 
control.” 
 

1. The legalization of gay “marriage” makes it 

easier for people to sin. The more sins people 
commit, the more complicated repentance is going 
to be for them (and the more baggage they will 
have from sin) when they obey the gospel. I’m an-
gered by that. 
 

2. Yes, practicing homosexuals are just as eternal-

ly lost as practicing heterosexual non-Christians. 
But Paul uses the acceptance of homosexuality as 
a barometer for how far mankind has distanced 
himself from God (Romans 1:18-32). Sinners are 
just as lost as any other sinner, but American soci-
ety symbolically became more distant from God 
than ever before when the Supreme Court ruled in 
favor of gay “marriage.” I’m angered by that. 
 

3. When did it become wrong to mourn the wick-

edness that has manifested itself in American cul-
ture? And why label this as “trying to save Ameri-
ca?” We know the church exists to spread the gos-
pel to individuals, but individuals comprise Ameri-
ca. A majority of Americans embrace homosexual-
ity now. Christians, we have our work cut out for 
us. Sometimes the sheer magnitude of sin in socie-
ty overwhelms me. I’m angered by that. 
 

4. There are significant legal ramifications that 

Christians are going to face because of the legali-
zation of gay “marriage.” In the future, I can see 
the brotherhood colleges I love so much being 
faced with lawsuits over so called 
“discriminatory” LGBT policies in regards to stu-
dent/married housing. In the future, I can see 
scores of gospel preachers being fined thousands 
of dollars because they politely declined to per-
form a same-sex marriage ceremony.  
 
In the future, I can see entire churches losing their 
tax-exempt status simply because they preached 
an exegetical sermon on Romans 1 or 1 Corinthi-
ans 6. I’m angered by that. 

5. What’s ironic about the “quit judging the world 

and start judging those in the church” crowd is that 
they often do not even judge those within the church. 
They are inconsistent. They cite 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 
as a reason why we should not be disappointed in the 
direction the world is going (but are also quick to 
label those who express disappointment in unfaithful 
brethren as “unloving”.  
 
Yes, our sinful world acts like a sinful world and we 
should expect no less from the world. But are we not 
allowed to be upset by how broken our world is? Was 
Jesus wrong when He was angered at people who 
were not His disciples (Mark 3:2-7; John 2:13-23)? 
Are we not allowed to be concerned about the spiritu-
al direction of our society? Are we not allowed to re-
mark how much our world needs Jesus? I’m angered 
by that. 
 

6. Yes, man’s Supreme Court will never trump our 

Supreme God. Yes, God is in control. But this does 
not mean we cannot still weep and mourn 
(Ecclesiastes 3:4).  
 
Perhaps we should have told Jesus, Moses, and Paul, 
when they were angry at man’s rebellion against 
God’s Law (Mark 3:5; Exodus 11:4-8; 32:19-24; Num-
bers 16:15; 2 Corinthians 7:11), that they had no 
right to be upset due to the fact that “God is in con-
trol.” I’m angered by that. 
 
Jesus died to free us from all sin (1 Corinthians 6:9-
11), including the various sins of homosexual practic-
es. I’m angry because God’s Son has already tri-
umphed over sin, yet people continue to bow to it.  
 
They are like sheep without a Shepherd 
(Matthew 9:36), following their own wisdom rather 
than God’s (Proverbs 14:12). Yes, yesterday’s Su-
preme Court decision was a sad day from this per-
spective. Don’t let anyone bully you into thinking oth-
erwise. 
 
Please, just let Christians feel righteous anger with-
out giving them a guilt trip. There is a time to correct 
imbalance, but the emotions themselves are the very 
emotions our Lord feels when sin advances. 
 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: George Burnett, 
Leonard Wilson, Mary Armstrong, Nila 
Roark, Ronald Kirksey, Coy Burnett, Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty An-
drews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson, Sarah Wilson, 
Homer Hawkins,  Ron Ellis, Clarence Dennis, 
Rose Scarlett, Cassie Parrish & girls,  Jerry 
Seabaugh, J.R. Cartillar, Ruby Latimer, Arvel 
Pratt, Angella Holleman, Larry & Artie 
McCain,  Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby 
Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess, 
James Johnson, Jr., Gladys McClanahan, 
Kenneth Dowdy, Lucy Hubble, Nina Slocum,  
Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons, Glen Hi-
rons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, Laura Mae 
Glass, Paul Moore, Hannah Davil, Mary Jane 
Kennon, Jennifer Martin, Brooklyn Mash-
burn, Lillie Deckleman, Willie Goodart, Don-
na Leonard, Colton Bush, Jackie Sharp 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport), Velma Willis (McCrory) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Jim 
Barton, Nila Roark’s brother-in-law, who 
passed away last week. 
 

Announcements 
 
Congratulations to Teresa Fallin on her bap-
tism on July 5! 
 
Congratulations to Melissa and Coy Burnette 
for being restored to the church on July 5! 
 
Special thanks to Jessie Ellis & Edward Hood 
for trimming our shrubs. 
 

"It must be emphasized that religions, and those 
who adhere to religious doctrines, may continue 
to advocate with utmost, sincere conviction that, 
by divine precepts, same-sex marriage should 
not be condoned." 
 
Is it wrong to question the decision of our high-
est court?  Just as Americans refused to accept 
the Court's decision on abortion 42 years ago as 
legitimate, they will not accept this one! 
 
The real issue is not what the Court has done.  The 
real issue is what remains to be done!  Here are a 
few suggestions:  
 
The church must stand ever ready to provide a 
counterbalance, an alternative to the changes hap-
pening in the culture.  
 
We must be ready to offer a vision of God’s design 
and plan for marriage and family. 
 
We must not allow ourselves to become wrapped 
in the Cultural Revolution. 
 
We must offer an illuminating example of joy 
found in a Christ-centered marriage. 
 
God’s design of one man and one woman mar-
riage, committed for life, welcoming and raising 
children together, remains the Biblical and best 
model of family there is.  God help us to affirm 
and live it! (Bill Wheeler  - Families First Founda-
tion). 
 

********************************* 
 

Alabama preacher: ‘Let me be angry at yester-
day’s Supreme Court decision’ 
 
MARBURY, Ala. (BNC) by Ben Giselbach — I am 
disappointed in the condescending and often de-
rogatory comments by many of my peers: 
 
“We shouldn’t be upset about the legalization of 
gay marriage!” 
 
“Those in gay marriages are as lost as non-
Christians in heterosexual marriages!” 
 
“We shouldn’t be trying to save America!” 
 


