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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Divorce and the gospel of grace 

 
In the days of Jesus, the Rabbis taught that it was the du-
ty of a godly man to divorce his wife if she displeased 
him. Both Moses and Jesus make it clear that marriage is 
intended to be permanent.  
 
God permits divorce in certain circumstances without 
holding it against the offended party, but He never com-
mands it, and it cannot be for just any reason. Jesus said 
that one can get a divorce, not that one must get a di-
vorce. Under the best of conditions, a divorce is devastat-
ing to a family.   
 
Matthew 5:31-32: “Furthermore it has been said, 
‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certifi-
cate of divorce.’ But I say to you that whoever divorces 
his wife for any reason except sexual immorality caus-
es her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a 
woman who is divorced commits adultery.’” NKJV 
 
Jesus taught strongly on the permanency of marriage and 
the fact that an unscriptural divorce results in adultery. 
However, He made no attempt to legislate on every situa-
tion that might arise. He gave us the basic principles and 
then left it up to us to apply those principles to our lives.  
Jesus’ purpose was to discourage divorce and to protect 
marriage.  
 
Jesus’ main point was that divorce is the destruction of 
the holy institution of marriage and should never be tak-
en lightly and should never be considered good. Even if 
one has a so-called “scriptural right” to get a divorce, 
there may be good reasons to try to rebuild the marriage.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

January 4, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Rick Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Jerry & Kathy  
                                          Phipps 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
John Wilson, Steve Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...All Items on List  
 
January 4…….Finger Food after Evening Service 
January 5…….Children's Home Truck     
January 6…….Ladies’ Devotional 
January 6…….Elders & Deacons Meet 
January 24 …..Fish Fry                        
 

Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 232 
Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Non-profit 

Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 1 

72347 

Sunday Evening Servers 

January 4, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......33 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...60 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..30 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...29 
Special Contribution…..........................NA 
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The Samaritan woman at the well in John 4 
teaches us that people who get their lives in 
terrible spiritual predicaments can receive 
forgiveness from God and be fully restored.   
 
The Gospel of Christ is designed by God for 
every sinner, in every country of the world, 
regardless of how far he may be from God’s 
ideal, to get from where he is now to where 
God wants him to be.     
 
God spelled out the way grace is applied in 
Isaiah 55:7 – “Let the wicked change their 
ways and banish the very thought of doing 
wrong. Let them turn to the Lord that he 
may have mercy on them. Yes, turn to our 
God, for he will forgive generously.” NLT 
 
When we do, God will have mercy and will 
pardon, but only if we stop the sin. Remem-
ber what Jesus told the woman caught in the 
act of adultery in John 8:11 – “…Neither do I 
condemn you; go and sin no more.” NKJV 
 
The ultimate responsibility lies with the indi-
vidual. We can teach and preach and counsel 
and advise and encourage, but each person is 
responsible for applying God’s Word to his 
own life.  
 
Romans 14:12 - “So then each one of us 
shall give account of himself to God.” NKJV 
 
John 12:48  - “He who rejects Me, and does 
not receive My words, has that which judg-
es him—the word that I have spoken will 
judge him in the last day.” NKJV 
 
God has clearly stated how he feels about the 
destruction of the marriage institution, and 
wants us to understand some very basic prin-
ciples about this painful subject: 
 

God hates divorce! 

Malachi 2:13-16: “Here is another thing you 
do. You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, 
weeping and groaning because he pays no at-
tention to your offerings and doesn’t accept 
them with pleasure. You cry out, “Why doesn’t 
the Lord accept my worship?” I’ll tell you why! 
Because the Lord witnessed the vows you and 
your wife made when you were young. But 
you have been unfaithful to her, though she 
remained your faithful partner, the wife of 
your marriage vows. Didn’t the Lord make 
you one with your wife? In body and spirit 
you are his. And what does he want? Godly 
children from your union. So guard your 
heart; remain loyal to the wife of your youth. 
“For I hate divorce!” says the Lord, the God of 
Israel. “To divorce your wife is to overwhelm 
her with cruelty,” says the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies. “So guard your heart; do not be un-
faithful to your wife.” NLT 
 

1)  God hates divorce. 

 

2)  God never intended for a married cou-

ple to get a divorce. 

 

3)  Divorce is never the ultimate will of 

God, reconciliation is. 

 

4) Anytime divorce occurs, someone sins! 

 

************************* 
 

“Never let go of hope. One day you will 

see that it all has finally come together. 

What you have always wished for has 
finally come to be. You will look back 

and laugh at what has passed and you 
will ask yourself, ‘How did I get through 

all of that?’” 
 

Psalm 25:5 - “Lead me by your truth and 
teach me, for you are the God who saves 
me. All day long I put my hope in you.” 

NLT 

PRAYERS 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, Vivian 
Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wilson, Glenda 
Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, Betty Andrews,  
R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Tom Reynolds, Angella Hol-
leman, Tristen DeWhitt, Judith Stevenson, Larry 
& Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, 
Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & 
Margie Hess,  Haley Jones, James Johnson, Jr., 
Eddie Taylor,  Bob Eppes, Gladys McClanahan, 
Kenneth Dowdy, Dempsey Croft, Velma Willis. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Communion will be served at the beginning of 
church services after the first of the year. 
 
Finger food will be served after evening services 
on Sunday, January 4th, in honor of Leonard Wil-
son. 
 
Children’s Home Truck will run Monday, January 
5th. Please have your supplies in by this date. Sup-
plies include lasagna noodles, sweetened con-
densed milk, sugar, non-aerosol deodorant, hair 
gel/mousse, & salad dressing. 
 
Ladies’ Devotional will be held Tuesday, January 
6th, at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship room.  All ladies 
are invited. 
 
Elders & deacons will meet in the library Tuesday, 
January 6th, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Fish fry will be held Saturday, January 24th, in the 
fellowship room. 

 
Prayer should be your first resource,  

not your last resort. 
 

Prayer is the place  
where burdens change shoulders. 

That’s why any teaching on divorce needs to 
be balanced with teaching on forgiveness and 
reconciliation. I believe that Jesus would say, 
“If God can reconcile you to Himself after 
all you have done, it should be easy for peo-
ple to do the same thing.”   
 
He would tell us to not let minor irritations 
become major grievances, that our marriages 
can weather any storm if our values reflect 
God’s values.   
 
Isaiah 1:18 - “Come, let’s talk this over, says 
the Lord; no matter how deep the stain of 
your sins, I can take it out and make you as 
clean as freshly fallen snow. Even if you are 
stained as red as crimson, I can make you 
white as wool!” TLB 
 
Divorce is not a solution; divorce is a problem 
that creates a whole new set of problems 
which can be almost unsolvable. Divorce re-
sults in financial problems, legal problems, 
family problems, emotional problems, and 
spiritual problems.  
 
Divorce not only affects the couple getting 
the divorce; it also negatively affects their 
children, their families and friends, and socie-
ty as a whole. 
 
From the Christian point of view, there is no 
such thing as a “good” divorce. A scriptural 
divorce may occur - but in the event of a 
scriptural divorce, one of the partners has 
committed adultery. If the divorce is unscrip-
tural, then one or both parties are disobeying 
God’s marriage laws, and that is also terrible. 
 
Occasionally, church leaders have to deal 
with marital situations in which it is obvious 
that God’s pattern for marriage has been ig-
nored. In those instances when the solutions 
are not obvious, the leaders must pray for 
wisdom (James 1:5) and do the best they can. 
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