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REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Religious Liberty vs. Erotic Liberty 

Albert Mohler Jr. 
 

Leviticus 18:22 – “Do not practice homosexuality, having sex 
with another man as with a woman. It is a detestable sin.” 
NLT   
 

Barely five days after The New York Times ran a major news 
article on the firing of Atlanta’s fire chief for his views on ho-
mosexuality, a major Times opinion writer declared that reli-
gious liberty is a fine thing, so long as it is restricted to “pews, 
homes, and hearts” — far from public consequence. 
 

The firing of Kelvin Cochran as chief of Atlanta’s Fire Rescue 
Department came after the city’s mayor, Kasim Reed, deter-
mined that the chief could not effectively manage the depart-
ment after he had written a book in which he cited Scripture in 
defining homosexuality as a sin. 
 

The most crucial portion of the Times story includes the 
mayor’s rationale: “At a news conference, Mr. Reed said that 
Mr. Cochran’s ‘personal religious beliefs are not the issue.’ 
But Atlanta’s nondiscrimination policy, the mayor added, is 
‘nonnegotiable.’” 
 

‘”Despite my respect for Chief Cochran’s service, I believe his 
actions and decision-making undermine his ability to effec-
tively manage a large, diverse work force,’ Mr. Reed said. 
‘Every single employee under the fire chief’s command de-
serves the certainty that he or she is a valued member of the 
team and that fairness and respect guide employment deci-
sions.’” 
 

But the mayor’s words do not form a coherent argument. Chief 
Cochran was fired precisely because his “personal religious 
beliefs” are, in the mayor’s mind, incompatible with assuring 
every member of the department “that he or she is a valued 
member of the team and that fairness and respect guide em-
ployment decisions.” 
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The logic of erotic liberty has worked its way from 
law schools and academia into popular culture, 
entertainment, public policy, and Supreme Court 
decisions. 
 

In one classic example, Associate Justice Anthony 
Kennedy famously wrote  of human dignity in 
terms of one’s “concept of existence, of meaning, 
of the universe, and of the mystery of human 
life” — and he has explicitly tied that to erotic 
liberty in a series of decisions and opinions. 
 

Chief Cochran wrote a book, as a Christian and for 
his fellow Christians. According to the Times arti-
cle, he gave a copy of the book to three city em-
ployees who had not asked for it. In response, he 
was fired by Mayor Reed. 
 

The opinion column published just days after 
Chief Cochran’s firing was written by Frank Bruni, 
an openly-gay columnist whose essays often ap-
pear in the “Sunday Review” section of the paper. 
In this case, he cites his own sexual orientation in 
making his argument in “Your God and My Digni-
ty.” 
 

His argument is that claims of endangered reli-
gious liberty for conservative Christians are 
“absurd.” He complains about “religious people 
getting a pass that isn’t warranted.” Religious 
liberty, he claims, is being used as “a fig leaf for 
intolerance.” 
 

The legalization of same-sex marriage cannot and 
will not infringe upon religious liberty, he claims, 
because such laws “do not pertain to religious 
services or what happens in a church, temple or 
mosque; no clergy member will be compelled to 
preside over gay nuptials. Civil weddings are 
covered. That’s it.” 
 

The really chilling part of his statement is the re-
striction of religious liberty to “religious services 
or what happens in a church, temple, or 
mosque.”  
 

This is becoming more and more common, as ma-
jor political and legal figures speak more and 
more of “freedom of worship” as a replacement 
for religious liberty. Religious liberty certainly in-
cludes freedom of worship, but it by no means 
stops there. 

Furthermore, when the proponents of same-sex mar-
riage and the new sexual revolution promise even to 
respect what goes on in a church, temple, or mosque, 
they evidently cannot keep their arguments straight. 
In the very same column, Bruni complains that reli-
gious congregations are given too much liberty to 
define their own ministry. He laments that “churches 
have been allowed to adopt broad, questionable 
interpretations of a ‘ministerial exception’ to anti-
discrimination laws that allow them to hire and fire 
clergy as they wish.” 
 

The front lines of the battle for religious liberty will 
be at the door of your congregation very soon, if this 
column is any indication — and it is. While promising 
to respect “freedom of worship,” Bruni openly im-
plies that congregations should not have the right to 
hire and fire ministers or clergy on the basis of their 
sexual orientation or beliefs. What kind of liberty is 
that? 
 

It is no liberty at all. This argument spells the end of 
religious liberty in any meaningful sense. What about 
the right of religious schools to hire, admit, and 
house on the basis of Christian moral judgment? If 
Bruni complains about congregations having the right 
to “hire and fire clergy as they wish,” we can only 
imagine what he would want to see mandated in 
terms of religious schools and institutions. 
 

One thing is clear — the newly asserted erotic liberty 
is now trampling  or endangering religious liberty. 
 

Don’t miss the final words of Frank Bruni’s column: 
“And I support the right of people to believe what 
they do and say what they wish — in their pews, 
homes and hearts. But outside of those places? You 
must put up with me, just as I put up with you.” 
 
In the event we missed the point earlier in his col-
umn, he makes the point crystal clear in the end. Reli-
gious liberty is to be respected, so long as it is con-
fined to “pews, homes, and hearts.” 
 
Chief Kelvin Cochran knows exactly what Frank Bruni 
means. Do you? 
 
Jude 7 - “Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
surrounding cities, which, in the same manner as 
they, indulged in sexual immorality and pursued 
unnatural lust, serve as an example by undergoing 
a punishment of eternal fire.” NRSV 

PRAYERS 
 
Coy Burnett is in room 815 in UAMS,  
in Little Rock. Coy has cancer on his spine & 
is taking radiation treatments. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, Viv-
ian Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wilson, 
Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, 
Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Tom 
Reynolds,  Floyd Canard, Angella Holleman, 
Judith Stevenson, Jerry Carlisle, Larry & Art-
ie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, 
Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gil-
bert & Margie Hess,  James Johnson, Jr., Ed-
die Taylor,  Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth 
Dowdy, Dempsey Croft, Lillie Miller, Jo Ann 
Shadwick, Kristen Mansfield, Velma Willis 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Jo Ann 
Shadwick, Pat Russell’s sister, who passed 
away. The funeral was Saturday. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Fish fry will be held Saturday, January 24th, 
in the fellowship room at 6 p.m. 

____________ 
 
God designed marriage for a man and a 
woman. Nothing else is marriage in His 
sight.  

_____________ 
 

Some are willing to do anything to be-
come Christians, except give up their 
sins. 

Chief Cochran had written a book entitled, Who 
Told You that You Were Naked?, in which, accord-
ing to the Times, he had affirmed that homosexual 
acts are among what the Bible defines as “vile, 
vulgar, and inappropriate activities” that 
“dishonor God.” 
 

The story has been widely reported in the national 
press, and no accusation that Chief Cochran had 
acted in a discriminatory fashion toward any de-
partment employee has yet been asserted. In No-
vember, announcing the Chief’s suspension with-
out pay, Mayor Reed said that Chief Cochran’s 
views as expressed in the book were inconsistent 
with the city’s policies on discrimination.  
 

As The Atlanta Journal-Constitution made clear, 
the mayor’s concern was the chief’s views on ho-
mosexuality. The paper cited a statement from the 
mayor’s office in its report on the suspension: “I 
want to be clear that the material in Chief 
Cochran’s book is not representative of my per-
sonal beliefs, and is inconsistent with the admin-
istration’s work to make Atlanta a more welcom-
ing city for all of her citizens — regardless of 
their sexual orientation, gender, race and reli-
gious beliefs.” 
 

But the mayor did not extend his concern about 
non-discrimination on religious beliefs to Chief 
Cochran, who clearly expressed his views as a mat-
ter of biblical belief. 
 

Liberties do not exist in a vacuum. In any historical 
moment, certain liberties collide with other liber-
ties. We are now witnessing a direct and unavoida-
ble collision between religious liberty with what is 
defined as “erotic liberty” — a liberty claimed on 
the basis of sexual identity and activity.  
 
Religious liberty is officially recognized in the Bill 
of Rights — even in the very first amendment — 
and the framers of the American order did not 
claim to have established this right to free reli-
gious expression, but to have recognized it as a 
pre-existent right basic to citizenship. 
 

Erotic liberty is new on the scene, but it is central 
to the moral project of modernity — a project that 
asserts erotic liberty, which the framers never im-
agined, as an even more fundamental liberty than 
freedom of religion.  


