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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Almost persuaded 

 
In Acts 9:16, Paul was told how much he would suffer for the 
name of Jesus.  He was arrested during a riot in Jerusalem.  
Then 40 men vowed to kill him.  The Roman army successfully 
carried him to Caesarea to safety.  When the lawyers for the 
Jews in Jerusalem came to take Paul back for trial, Paul went 
before Felix, who was an immoral ruler.  Paul preached and Fe-
lix trembled.   
 
Acts 24:24-27: “A few days later Felix came back with his 
wife, Drusilla, who was Jewish. Sending for Paul, they lis-
tened as he told them about faith in Christ Jesus. As he rea-
soned with them about righteousness and self-control and 
the coming Day of Judgment, Felix became frightened. “Go 
away for now,” he replied. “When it is more convenient, I’ll 
call for you again.” He also hoped that Paul would bribe him, 
so he sent for him quite often and talked with him. After two 
years went by in this way, Felix was succeeded by Porcius 
Festus. And because Felix wanted to gain favor with the Jew-
ish people, he left Paul in prison.” NLT 
 
But Satan never allows a more convenient time for repentance, 
and Felix never called.  Then Festus took the place of Felix: 
(Acts 25:1-12).  The leading priests and other Jewish leaders 
immediately began accusing Paul before Festus and were plot-
ting to kill him.   
 
Festus asked Paul whether or not he would return to Jerusalem 
for trial.  Paul knew that the “deck was stacked against him” in 
Jerusalem, so he appealed unto Caesar, a right he enjoyed be-
cause he was also a Roman citizen. Festus accepted.  But what 
would be the charge?   
 
A few days later King Agrippa arrived with his sister, Bernice, to 
pay their respects to Festus (Acts 25:13-17). During their stay 
of several days, Festus discussed Paul’s case with the king, and 
Agrippa agreed to hear Paul and help Festus decide the charges. 

Sunday Morning Servers 

January 18, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Sherman & Linda  
                                          Cullum 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
John Wilson, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home…...Assorted Spices  
 
January 17…….Children’s Mission Group 
January 20……..Prayer Meeting (6-7 p.m.) 
 
January 22…….Celebrate Recovery  
                          (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
January 24 …….Fish Fry  (6 p.m.)                      
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Sunday Evening Servers 

January 18, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......43 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...67 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..32 
Wednesday Worship………….….……..18 
Contribution…...........................$1,316.15 
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Acts 26:19-29: “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was 
not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but de-
clared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusa-
lem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, 
turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. 
For these reasons the Jews seized me in the tem-
ple and tried to kill me. Therefore, having ob-
tained help from God, to this day I stand, wit-
nessing both to small and great, saying no other 
things than those which the prophets and Moses 
said would come—that the Christ would suffer, 
that He would be the first to rise from the dead, 
and would proclaim light to the Jewish people 
and to the Gentiles.” Now as he thus made his 
defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, 
you are beside yourself! Much learning is driv-
ing you mad!” But he said, “I am not mad, most 
noble Festus, but speak the words of truth and 
reason. For the king, before whom I also speak 
freely, knows these things; for I am convinced 
that none of these things escapes his attention, 
since this thing was not done in a corner. King 
Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know 
that you do believe.” Then Agrippa said to Paul, 
“You almost persuade me to become a Chris-
tian.”  And Paul said, “I would to God that not 
only you, but also all who hear me today, might 
become both almost and altogether such as I am, 
except for these chains.” NKJV 
 
Paul claimed to be the world’s worst sinner in 1 
Timothy 1:15-16: “This is a trustworthy saying, 
and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners”—and I am 
the worst of them all. But God had mercy on me 
so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime ex-
ample of his great patience with even the worst 
sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, 
can believe in him and receive eternal life.” NLT 
 
But when he heard the message, he repented and 
obeyed. He told this story to Agrippa. What is the 
point? He was saying “I did, you must too.”  Agrip-
pa knew that Paul’s facts were true.  Paul believed 
Agrippa believed the prophets, so he pressed for a 
verdict. Agrippa was deeply moved.  He knew that 
Paul was trying to convert him.   
 
 

Festus thought that Paul was mad, Paul knew that 
Festus was.  But Agrippa?  Paul thought Agrippa was 
“almost persuaded.”  
 
Paul did his best.  He did not fail.  Jesus was lifted up, 
God was glorified.  One never fails when he preaches 
the gospel - Agrippa failed by not accepting it.  Hell 
will have an additional pain for him.  He will have to 
hear Paul’s sermon over and over throughout eterni-
ty.   
 
Notice the three rulers who Paul preached before.  
Felix said “I will call you later, when it is more con-
venient.”  That time never came and Felix sank deep-
er into sin.  Festus said “Paul, you are mad.”  He 
thought the gospel was a superstitious story of a fa-
natic.  Agrippa said “Almost…”   
 
What about you?  Are you guilty of procrastinating?  
Are you, in your heart, telling Paul that you will talk 
about it later, are you telling him he is mad, or are 
you almost persuaded like Agrippa?  Hell will be 
filled with the victims of procrastination!  It is a great 
privilege to hear the gospel.  Do not turn it down 
when you hear it!  
 
You may feel that you are too bad a sinner for God to 
love and forgive – “I could never be forgiven for 
what I’ve done, I’ve gone too far, I’ve sinned too 
much, there is no hope for me, there is no way that 
God could ever love me or forgive me.”  
 
You think wrong! There is no sin too bad, or too 
great, that God won’t forgive, every single time!  If 
we can truly repent, God will surely forgive no matter 
what: Isaiah 1:18 - “No matter how deep the stain of 
your sin is, I can take it out and make it clean as 
freshly fallen snow.” TLB 
 
Perhaps the greatest lie the devil ever told the human 
race was that they had “plenty of time” to obey the 
gospel, become a Christian, and be saved at a later 
time – not that there’s no heaven, not that there’s no 
hell – but that there’s no hurry! 
 
Are you believing the devil’s lies, or do you believe 
the Word of God: James 4:14 – “…for what is your 
life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes away.” NKJV 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Uvanell Pratt, Sherman Cullum’s aunt, is in 
room 5105 in NEA Hospital. 
 
Angella Holleman had breast cancer surgery 
Tuesday, January 13th, at St. Bernards. 
 
Velma Willis had a third surgery Monday due 
to complications. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, Viv-
ian Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wilson, 
Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, 
Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Tom 
Reynolds,  Judith Stevenson, Larry & Artie 
McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, Lar-
ry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert 
& Margie Hess,  Haley Jones, James Johnson, 
Jr., Eddie Taylor,  Bob Eppes, Gladys 
McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Dempsey 
Croft, Lillie Miller, Jo Ann Shadwick, Kristen 
Mansfield 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Mau-
rine Holleman who passed away last Thurs-
day at the age of 104. The funeral was Satur-
day. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Children’s Mission Group will meet in the 
fellowship room, Saturday, January 17th, at 
11 a.m. 
 
Fish fry will be held Saturday, January 24th, 
in the fellowship room at 6 p.m. 
 

Now Festus didn’t know much about the Jews, but 
Agrippa was an expert. Because of his knowledge 
and experience with the Jews, King Agrippa II was 
asked by Festus to help decide the charges against 
Paul! King Agrippa II was the great grandson of 
King Herod who tried to kill Jesus as a baby.  His 
uncle was Herod Antipas who killed John the Bap-
tist and mocked Jesus at His trial.  His father was 
King Agrippa I who killed James and imprisoned 
Peter in Acts 12.  God Himself killed Agrippa I by 
striking him dead with worms.  
 
Agrippa and Bernice were brother and sister, living 
in an incestuous relationship. Later in her life, Ber-
nice was the mistress of both Vespasian and Titus 
at the same time, father and son - both of whom 
became the emperor.   
 
There could never be a greater contrast between 
the audience and the speaker, kings in royal pur-
ple and a preacher in convict rags.  Who was im-
portant? Agrippa? Festus? Paul?  Without Paul, 
Agrippa and Festus would be unknown.  Paul dom-
inated the scene.  Paul was in command.   
 
Paul totally focused on Agrippa – whom some have 
called a hog-wallower sinner.  Sin-sin-sin!   
 
In our evangelism, we sometimes drop people who 
commit certain sins. However, God’s grace is even 
for the world’s worst sinners.   
 
Agrippa and Bernice were mixed up in marriage, 
incest, etc.  Yet Paul still preached to them. Preach-
ers are sent to sinners.  Here we see the world’s 
greatest preacher preaching to the world’s greatest 
sinner.   
 
If Jesus could not save Agrippa, then His blood 
cannot save anyone. The gospel is still God’s an-
swer to all sin and sinners.  The gospel is for all! 
 
John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.” NKJV 
 
Then Paul preached to Festus, Bernice, Agrippa 
and all who were there: 
 
 


