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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Starting over requires forgiveness 

 
Kids seem to have no problem forgiving others when they say 
“I’m sorry.”  They apologize, the other kid forgives them, and 
then they go on as though nothing happened. 
 
But as the kids get older, they learn to hold grudges (I wonder 
where they learn that from).  When they become teenagers, it 
seems that some of them get to the point where nothing that 
the other person could say or do would get them to forgive him 
or her.  And then they become adults, and they still do the 
same thing, holding grudges and refusing to forgive, even if the 
other person truly has changed. 
 
Bitter, unforgiving hearts filled with hurt and anger cause us to 
develop strained or ruined relationships, high blood pressure, 
ulcers, heart problems, confusion, sadness, etc. Let’s just say 
it’s not good.  It would be so nice if we could just hit the “reset” 
switch on all our relationships. The good news is, it is possible 
to start fresh in those relationships, but it takes forgiveness. 
 
The same thing is true in our relationship with God.  If we want 
to start over and be completely free from guilt and sin, then 
forgiveness is necessary.  
 
A new start, spiritually, requires forgiveness on three levels. 
 

1) You must accept God’s forgiveness on His terms 

 
This begins with gospel obedience where Jesus washes our sins 
away in His blood: Acts 2:36-38: “Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  Now when they heard 
this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest 
of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”  Then 
Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” NKJV 

Sunday Morning Servers 

January 11, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Doug & Kay  
                                          Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
John Wilson, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Bottled Apple Juice  
 
January 12……..Blood Drive (City Hall) 
January 13……..Prayer Meeting (6-7 p.m.) 
January 17…….Children’s Mission Group 
January 15…….Celebrate Recovery  
                          (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
January 24 …….Fish Fry                        
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Sunday Evening Servers 

January 11, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Doug Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......49 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...65 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..40 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...28 
Contribution…...........................$1,742.00 
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God forgave Peter of denying that he even knew 
who Jesus was. God forgave Paul of murdering 
Christians. God forgave king Manasseh of killing 
his children by burning them alive in worshiping a 
giant statue; murdering God’s prophets; causing 
the people to forsake God. 
 

God will forgive anyone for anything if they come 
to Him on His terms.  Not only will God forgive, 
He will NEVER bring it up against you again.   
 

Hebrews 8:12 - “And I will forgive their wicked-
ness, and I will never again remember their 
sins.” NLT 
 

2) You must forgive others 

 

If you truly want a fresh start, you can’t hold 
grudges against other people - no matter what 
they have done! How many times have you been so 
upset with someone that you get angry every time 
you see that person or hear that person’s 
name?  A lot of times the person may not even 
realize they have done something to upset you. 
 

Some people like to bury the hatchet (meaning 
they stop fighting and trying to destroy one an-
other), but they leave the handle sticking 
out.  They’re willing to say, “we’ll just not bring 
this up again right now and try to move on,” but 
the problem is never resolved.  Instead of forgiv-
ing, they are just trying to ignore it. 
 

Far too many people in this world have a hard 
time letting go of things that upset them.   
 

Peter was told by Jesus Christ that even if some-
one sins against you seven times in a day, and 
then seven times he comes and apologizes, you 
are to forgive him. 
 

This is not an option, it is a command. Jesus did-
n’t say, “forgive him after you’ve yelled at him 
and treated him like he’s scum.”   
 

He said just forgive him.  Not only that, but Jesus 
also said there is no limit to the times we are to 
forgive people. He said “seventy times seven 
times.” This means that we are to continue to for-
give people, regardless of how many times they 
may sin against us.  

Even if it is the same sin, we are to continue to for-
give.  Have you ever committed the same sin more 
than once?  Don’t you want God to forgive you, even 
if you mess up and commit that same sin again? 
 

Jesus said that if we don’t forgive others, God will not 
forgive us.  If you care AT ALL about going to heav-
en, you have to learn to forgive other people. 
 
“Every man should keep a fair-sized cemetery in 
which to bury the faults of his friends!”  C.S. Lewis 
   
Colossians 3:13 – “Make allowance for each other’s 
faults (never hold grudges), and forgive anyone who 
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so 
you must forgive others.” NLT 
 
Matthew 6:14-15: “If you forgive those who sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 
But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will 
not forgive your sins.”  NLT 
 

When you forgive people, your stress level goes 
down. When you forgive people, you will be happi-
er. When you forgive people, you show an apprecia-
tion for God’s forgiveness. When you forgive people, 
you encourage others to do the same thing. There-
fore, when you forgive people, your life improves, 
and so do the lives of the people around you. Why 
would you NOT want to forgive others? 
 

We each want a new start. We each want for-
giveness. Shouldn’t we not be willing to give that 
same chance to others? 
 

3)  You must learn to forgive yourself 

 

We all have to learn to stop beating ourselves up over 
the past and move on from it.  We should (like Paul) 
learn from our past mistakes, and say “now I know 
what NOT to do.” Philippians 3:14-15: “...Forgetting 
the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I 
press on to reach the end of the race and receive 
the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ 
Jesus, is calling us.” NLT 
 

If we want to make a new start, we have to say “the 
past has passed.”  We have to forgive ourselves and 
start over. Instead of moping about how much of a 
failure we are, we need to say, “I am forgiven, and 
I’m ready to get back up and try again!” 

PRAYERS 
 

Nila Roark had an MRI Tuesday. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Jerry Roark, Viv-
ian Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wilson, 
Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, 
Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Tom 
Reynolds, Angella Holleman, Judith Steven-
son, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, 
Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, 
Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  Haley 
Jones, James Johnson, Jr., Eddie Taylor,  Bob 
Eppes, Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Dempsey Croft, Velma Willis, Lillie Miller 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of 
Howarth Taylor who passed away January 
2nd. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Thanks to all who gave supplies to the Chil-
dren’s Home in Paragould. 
 
Blood drive will be held at City Hall Monday, 
January 12th, from 4-6 p.m. 
 
Children’s Mission Group will meet in the 
fellowship room, Saturday, January 17th, at 
11 a.m. 
 
Fish fry will be held Saturday, January 24th, 
in the fellowship room. 
 

 

People disappoint. God doesn’t. 
 

Revelation 1:5 - “...and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him 
who loved us and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood…” NKJV 
 

What about Christians who sin? How do we get 
God’s forgiveness so we can start over?   
 

1 John 1:7  - “But if we walk in the light as He is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one anoth-
er, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleans-
es us from all sin.” NKJV 
 

“Walking/living in the light” first and foremost 
means realizing that we sin and need God’s grace. 
To receive God’s grace we must confess, admit or 
acknowledge our sins to God. To confess means 
that we have come to see our sin as God sees it, 
that we agree with Him about our sin. We must be 
honest with God about our sin! 
 

1 John 1:8-10: “If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not 
in us.” NKJV 
 

When we confess our sins to God and ask for His 
forgiveness, do you know what He does?  He for-
gives us, instantly, He doesn’t wait! The moment 
you confess, you’re forgiven. He wipes the slate 
clean and makes it like we have never done any-
thing wrong.  
 

You say, “I could never be forgiven for what I’ve 
done, I’ve gone too far, I’ve sinned too much, 
there is no hope for me, there is no way that God 
could ever love me or forgive me.”  
 

You’re wrong! There is no sin too bad, or too 

great, that God won’t forgive, every single time!   
 

If we can truly repent, God will surely forgive no 
matter what: Isaiah 1:18 - “No matter how deep 
the stain of your sin is, I can take it out and 
make it clean as freshly fallen snow.” TLB 
 


