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Does God care about me 

 
Once there was a lady named Joy who taught a Sunday school class of underprivileged kids in an inner city church.  

Her class was made up of nine year olds who were full of energy, as most nine year olds are.  There was one exception 

- a timid, shy little girl named Barbara. Her difficult and abusive home life had left her afraid and insecure.  For the 

many weeks Joy had been teaching the class, Barbara had never said one word the whole time.  While all the other 

kids talked, sang and laughed, she was silent - quiet.  Always present – listening – speechless! 

 

Until the day Joy talked about heaven and seeing God.  Until the day she talked about how God would wipe away all 

tears and that there would be no more death.  Barbara was fascinated; she listened with hunger.  Then Barbara raised 

her hand. “Mrs. Joy?”  “Yes, Barbara?”  “Is heaven for girls like me?” 

 

Many people have a self esteem problem when it comes to God - they don’t believe that heaven is for them, they don’t 

believe that God could love them - they aren’t important enough, etc., for God to care about!  Because of our sins, 

both past and present, some Christians are unsure of their salvation, not knowing whether God loves them and not 

believing that He wants to save them, they are afraid, frustrated with their lives, living with a dread that doesn’t seem 

to go away.  They take the attitude of “woe is me, I’m done for, I’ve had it, I’m through, there’s no way God could 

ever love me or forgive me – I’ve gone too far, I’ve sinned too much.  Didn’t Paul say that the wages of sin is 

death, not the wages of sin is a bad mood or a hard day or a bout with depression, but death – sin is fatal!  I know 

I’ve gotta be just one more sin away from God giving up on me?”   

 

That simply isn’t true, because as the apostle Paul said in 1 Timothy 1:15 – “This is a trustworthy saying, and 

everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” - and I am the worst of them all.” 

NLT 

 

Romans 5:8 - “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.” NKJV  

 

So if you feel this morning that you are too bad to save, then this sermon is for you! 

 

John 4 tells us the story of a lady at a well who once wondered the same thing Barbara did, and maybe one of you.  

Let’s see what she learned on the most important day of her life.   

 

John 4:1-15: “Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized 

more disciples than John (though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), He left Judea and departed 

again to Galilee. But He needed to go through Samaria. So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, 

near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being 

wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman of Samaria came to draw 

water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.”
 
For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the 

woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” 

For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and 

who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living 

water.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do 

You get that living water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it 

himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?” Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water 

will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I 

shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” The woman said to 

Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” NKJV 
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She is a Samaritan, so she knows what racism is.  She is a woman, so she knows what sexism is.  She has been 

married to five different men - five different beds - five different rejections.  She knows what it’s like to have a door 

slammed in her face.  She knows what it means to love and receive no love in return.  Her current lover won’t even 

give her his name; just a place to sleep. Her life was full of sin, totally lost, until one day when she met a stranger at 

the well. 

 

On this particular day, she came to the well at noon. Her eyes were probably squinting against the noonday sun.  Her 

shoulders are sagging under the weight of the water jar.  She is dragging her feet in the dirt, kicking up dust.  She 

keeps her eyes down so she can avoid the stares of other people. Why hadn’t she gone in the early morning with the 

other women?  Maybe she had.  Maybe she just needed an extra draw of water on a hot day.  Or maybe not!  Maybe it 

was the other women she was avoiding.   

 

A walk in the hot sun was a small price to pay in order to escape their verbal abuse - “Here she comes; Have you 

heard?  She’s got a new man! They say she’ll sleep with anybody.  Shhh.  There she is!”   

 

So she came to the well at noon.  She expected silence; solitude.  Instead, she found one who knew her better than she 

knew herself.   

 

He was seated on the ground, legs outstretched, hands folded, back resting against the well.  His eyes were closed.  

She stopped and looked at him, then looked around.  No one was near.  She looked back at Him.  He was obviously 

Jewish, but what was he doing here? He looked at her and she looked away in embarrassment.  She went quickly 

about her task. 

 

Jesus asked her for water, which really confused and surprised her because of the hatred that existed between the Jews 

and Samaritans.  Then he talked to her.  Who could remember the last time a man had spoken to her with respect!  He 

told her about a spring of water that would quench the thirst of the soul, not the throat. That really got her attention.    

 

But then, He said it!  John 4:16 – “Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” NKJV 

 

At this, her heart must have sunk.  Here was a Jew who didn’t care if she was a Samaritan.  Here was a man who 

didn’t look down on her as a woman.  Here was the closest thing to gentleness that she had ever seen.  And now He 

was asking her about – that!  “Anything but that!”  Maybe she considered lying.  “Oh, my husband?  He’s busy.”  

Maybe she wanted to change the subject.  Maybe she wanted to leave - but she stayed.  And she told the truth. John 

4:17 – “The woman answered and said, “I have no husband…” NKJV 

 

Kindness has a way of inviting honesty! She must have wondered what Jesus would do next.  She must have 

wondered if the kindness would stop when she told him the truth.  “He will be angry; He will leave; He will think 

I’m worthless!”   

If you have ever had the same anxieties, then get out your pens or your hi-liters and mark Jesus’ answer.   

 

John 4:17-18: “...Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands, 

and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.”  NKJV 

 

What? No criticism?  No anger?  No “what-kind-of-mess-have-you-made-of-your-life” lecture?  You see, Jesus 

wasn’t looking for perfection in this woman, He was looking for honesty - He is still looking for honesty in us today!  

 

The woman was amazed.  John 4:19 – “The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.” NKJV 

 

Translation - “There is something different about you.  Do you mind if I ask you something?”  Then she asked the 

question that revealed her troubled and lonely spirit - the hurt in her soul.  
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John 4:20 – “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where 

one ought to worship.” NKJV 

 

“Where is God?  My people say He is on Mount Gerizim.  Your people say He is in Jerusalem.  I don’t know where 

He is.”  

 

John 4:21-25: “Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this 

mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we 

worship, for salvation is of the Jews.
 
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.
 
God is Spirit, and those who 

worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” 

(who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” NKJV 

 

I would give a million worlds like this one to have seen the expression that must have come across Jesus’ face.  Did 

His eyes water?  Did He smile?  Did He look up through the clouds at His Father?  Of all the places to find a hungry 

heart – Samaria!  Of all the Samaritans to be searching for God – this woman! And of all the women to be personally 

chosen to receive the secret of the ages, an outcast among outcasts!  The most insignificant person in the region - the 

one who probably had the lowest self-esteem of all!  Here she was carrying on a conversation with God and didn’t 

even know it. Remarkable!   

 

Jesus didn’t reveal the secret to King Herod.  He didn’t reveal the secret to the Sanhedrin, or to the Roman officials.  

No, it was in a rejected land to an outcast woman.  His eyes must have danced as He told her the secret of the ages. 

John 4:26 – “Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” NKJV 

 

Can you imagine how she must have felt to be standing and talking to God, the Lord of the Universe! 

 

The most important phrase in the chapter is one easily overlooked.  John 4:27-28: “And at this point His disciples 

came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are 

You talking with her?” The woman then left her waterpot…” NKJV
  

 

Did you notice what she forgot?  She forgot her water jar.  She left behind her physical burden - the jug that had 

caused her shoulders to sag.   

 

She would soon leave behind her spiritual burden. Suddenly the shame of her life, her marital problems, had 

disappeared, swallowed by the significance of the moment.  “God is here!  God has come!  God cares - for me!” 

 

That is why she forgot her water jar and ran to the city.  That is why she grabbed the first person she saw and 

announced her discovery.  

 

John 4:28-30: “The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, “Come, see 

a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Then they went out of the city and 

came to Him.” NKJV 

 

“I just talked to a man who knows everything I ever did - and He loves me anyway!”  The disciples offered Jesus 

some food, but He refused it - he was too excited  

 

John 4:31-33: “In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have 

food to eat of which you do not know.” Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him 

anything to eat?” NKJV 
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Jesus had just done what He does best.  He had taken a life that was drifting and gave it direction: John 4:34-38: 

“Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not say, 

‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the 

fields, for they are already white for harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal 

life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and 

another reaps.’
 
I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have 

entered into their labors.” NKJV 

 

Who could eat at a time like this?  John 4:39-42: “And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him 

because of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans had 

come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed 

because of His own word. Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we 

ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.” NKJV 

 

The Bible is clear – God loves each person the same and is willing to save them, regardless of what they have done.  

There is no such thing as sinning so much that God can’t love you and forgive you!  That’s why Jesus died on the 

cross! All He asks of us is honesty, and if we can be honest with Him, and obey the gospel of Jesus Christ, we will be 

saved!   

 

Matthew 11:28-30: “Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.” NLT 

 

The Samaritan woman at the well in John 4 teaches us that people who get their lives in terrible spiritual 

predicaments can receive forgiveness from God and be fully restored.  The Gospel of Christ is designed by God for 

every sinner, in every country of the world, regardless of how far he may be from God’s ideal, to get from where he is 

now to where God wants him to be.     

 

God spelled out the way grace is applied in Isaiah 55:7 – “Let the wicked change their ways and banish the very 

thought of doing wrong. Let them turn to the Lord that he may have mercy on them. Yes, turn to our God, for 

he will forgive generously.” NLT 

 

When we do, God will have mercy and will pardon, but only if we stop the sin. Remember what Jesus told the woman 

caught in the act of adultery in John 8:11 – “…Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” NKJV 

 

Jesus is standing at the well today, and He is still offering the water that can quench our spiritual thirst.  If you need a 

drink of this water, then come and talk to the one who knows every thing you’ve ever done, but still loves you 

anyway.  The choice is yours! 

 

Revelation 22:12-17: “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one 

according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning andthe End, the First and the 

Last.”
 
Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may 

enter through the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers 

and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.
 
“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things 

in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”
 
And the Spirit and 

the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, 

let him take the water of life freely.” NKJV 

 


