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Forever’s End 

 

1 Corinthians 13:13 – “Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love - and the greatest of these 

is love.” NLT 

 

In 1 Corinthians 13:8 (NIV), Paul says, “Love never fails…”  

 

The verb Paul uses for the word “fail” is used in other places to describe the death of a flower as it falls to 

the ground, withers, and decays.  

 

Paul is saying that God’s love will never fall to the ground, wither, and decay. By its nature, it is permanent.  

 
“Love will last forever” (NLT). 

“Love never dies” (MSG). 

“Love never ends” (RSV). 

“Love is eternal” (TEV). 

 

God’s love “will never come to an end” (NEB). 

 
Psalm 89:2 – “I know that your love will last for all time, that your faithfulness is as permanent as the 

sky.” (TEV). 

 

Psalm 103:17 – “But the Lord has always loved his followers, and he will continue to love them forever 

and ever...” ERV 

  

Romans 5:5 – “And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, 

because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.” NLT 

 

1 John 4:16 – “We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, 

and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.” NKJV 

 
“How could God have a love like this? No one can love that perfectly!” Maybe you’re right. Maybe no 

person can. But God is not a person. His love is immensely different from ours. 

 

Our love depends on the receiver of the love. Let a thousand people pass before us, and we will not feel the 

same about each. Our love will be regulated by their appearance, by their personalities. Even when we find a 

few people we actually like, our feelings will fluctuate. How they treat us affects how we love them! 

 

Not so with the love of God. We have no impact on his love for us. The love of God is born from within 
Him, not from what He finds in us - He doesn’t love us because of our goodness, kindness, or our great 

faith! No, he loves us because of His goodness, kindness, and great faith. John says it like this: 
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1 John 4:7-11: “Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone 

who loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God 

is love. God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we 

might have eternal life through him. This is real love - not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 

sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely 

ought to love each other.” NLT 

 

Doesn’t this thought comfort you? God’s love does not depend on ours! The abundance of our love does not 

increase his. The lack of our love does not diminish his. Our goodness does not enhance his love - our 

weaknesses do not dilute it.  

 
You may think “I am nothing, what can I do to deserve God’s love!” If you think that way, then you need 

to listen to what Moses, speaking for God, said to Israel:  

 

Deuteronomy 7:7-8: “The Lord did not set his heart on you and choose you because you were more 

numerous than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! Rather, it was simply that the 

Lord loves you…” NLT 

 

Friends, God loves you simply because He has chosen to do so. He loves you when you don’t feel loved. He 

loves you when no one else loves you. Others may abandon you, divorce you, ignore you, but God will love 
you. Always - no matter what! 

 

This is His sentiment: Romans 9:25 – “I’ll call nobodies and make them somebodies; I’ll call the 

unloved and make them beloved.” MSG 

 

This is His promise: Jeremiah 31:3 – “...I have loved you, my people, with an everlasting love. With 

unfailing love I have drawn you to myself.” NLT 

 

Now if you think God’s love for you would be stronger if your faith were, you are wrong.  If you think His 

love would be deeper if your thoughts were, wrong again.  Don’t confuse God’s love with the love of people.  

The love of people often increases with performance and decreases with mistakes.   

 

Not so with God’s love.  God’s love never ceases – “ever!”  Though we ignore Him, reject Him, despise 

Him, disobey Him - He will not change.  Our evil cannot diminish His love.  Our goodness cannot increase 
it.  Our faith does not earn God’s love any more than our stupidity jeopardizes it.  God doesn’t love us less if 

we fail or more if we succeed.   

 

Lamentations 3:22-23: “The faithful love of the Lord never ends!
 
His mercies never cease. Great is His 

faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning.” NLT 

 

This great being loves us, but not just us! God loves everybody - regardless of the color of their skin or 

where they are socially or economically - regardless of race or sex. God’s love is for everybody!  I find it so 

amazing that God has enough time to love little insignificant me when He has the whole rest of the world to 

love. But He does! He loves you. He loves me. He loves each one of us as if there were only one of us! 

 

He loves us even though we are sinners. He even loves those who don’t believe He exists. That is hard to 

believe, but He does.  
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Name any kind of sinner there is in the world and God loves that person. He doesn’t love their sins, but He 
loves the person. Every person in the world can be assured of His love.  The Bible is clear, “a sinner may go 

to hell unsaved, but he will not go to hell unloved.”  

 

Walter Wilson said “No one in all the world could possibly love everyone in all the world. In fact most 

people find it difficult to love all their relatives.”   

 

But God has found it possible, with His great heart of love, to love every individual in the entire world in 

spite of their faults. God loves ALL colors, ALL individuals, ALL social groups.  He loves the sinner - not 

the sin, the criminal - not the crime, the rebel - not the rebellion, the idolater - not the idol, the liar - not the 

lie! 

 

I.  The Big Question 

 

Romans 5:8 - “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still 

sinners.” NLT 

 

All of us at one time or another have wondered about God’s love - the love that would send Him from 

heaven to the cradle to the cross.  What can we say to that type of emotion?   

 

How are we supposed to react when we learn that God Himself would rather die than live without us?  How 

can we begin to explain that type of compassion - passion?  We can’t and Paul couldn’t either, but he did ask 

several questions, not to bring answers, but to bring amazement, to cause us to think.  

 

Romans 8:35-37: “Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves 

us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, o r 

threatened with death? 
 
(As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being 

slaughtered like sheep.”) No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, 

who loved us.” NLT 

 
There is the “big question” - “Who can separate us from the love of Christ?”   After asking the question, 

Paul listed problems that Christians in his day struggled with, and He makes it clear that even when tragedy 

comes into our lives, that does not mean that God doesn’t love us or has left us! 

 

It is easy to feel that way though, isn’t it?  Problems pile up, troubles overwhelm us, and we wonder if the 

Lord still loves us.  We must understand that the Bible does not promise escape from suffering.  If it did, 

then everybody would become a Christian – just to avoid accidents, troubles, heart attacks, cancer – all for 

the wrong reasons.   

 

What the Bible does promise us, however, is that God will continue to love us regardless of what happens, 

and that, in the end, work all things together for our good (Romans 8:28).  For the faithful child of God, 

tragedy is never the end of the story.  The end of the story is that God loves us – no matter what!  
 

It does not matter what comes to us in life - God is not out to get us. He is not getting even with us. He is not 

punishing us.  

 
So if/when tragedy strikes, don’t ask, “What have I done that would cause God to do this to me?”  



 

4 

God is not “doing” this to you. We live in a fallen world. Sometimes we suffer. But we can be sure that 

absolutely nothing in this whole world will ever cause God to quit loving us! 

 

Romans 8:38-39: “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither 

death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow 

- not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the 

earth below - indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that 

is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” NLT 

 
And there it is - here is what you really want to know – just how long is God’s love going to last - “Does He 

really love forever?”  God answered our question before we even asked it. 

 

A long time ago God looked down from heaven and saw the whole human race dying in its sin.  That means 

every single person who had ever lived or would ever live after that.  He saw each and every one of us, and 

He loved what He saw. He still sees each and every one of us, and He still loves what He sees. 

 

To prove how much He loves us, He did something for us that we would have never dreamed possible. He 

stepped from the throne room of heaven and became a human.  So we would know it was Him, He lit the sky 

with a very special star; so we would hear it from Him first, He filled the night with a chorus of angels; so 

we could believe it, He came to tell us Himself to our face.  
 

2000 years ago, Paul asked these questions.  2000 years ago, God answered them - but this morning God has 

a question for you:   

 
“You wonder how long My love will last? Look at the cross - that’s Me you see up there, your maker, your 

God, with nails in My hands and feet; blood running from My head and side and back; covered in spit 

and your sins.  That’s your sin I’m feeling.  That’s your death I’m dying. That’s your resurrection I’m 

living.  That’s how much I love you.”  

 

II.  Why He did it 

 

Matthew 26:36-46: “Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and he 

said, “Sit here while I go over there to pray.”  He took Peter and Zebedee’s two sons, James and John, 

and he became anguished and distressed. He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of 

death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” He went on a little farther and bowed with his face to the 

ground, praying, “My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I 

want your will to be done, not mine.” Then he returned to the disciples and found them asleep. He said 

to Peter, “Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour?  Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give 

in to temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak!”  Then Jesus left them a second time 

and prayed, “My Father! If this cup cannot be taken away unless I drink it, your will be done.”  When 

he returned to them again, he found them sleeping, for they couldn’t keep their eyes open. So he went 

to pray a third time, saying the same things again. Then he came to the disciples and said, “Go ahead 

and sleep. Have your rest. But look - the time has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 

sinners.
 
Up, let’s be going. Look, my betrayer is here!”  NLT 
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While Jesus is praying, He looks across the garden at the dearest friends He has and they are asleep.  

Although He knows they are tired, He doesn’t want to be alone.  As Jesus looks at the city of Jerusalem, He 

can see what the disciples can’t see.   

 

He can see the demons running around causing trouble; He can see Satan working on Judas and the 
Pharisees and the High Priest.  He knows that Satan and hell are doing everything they can to kill  Him and 

stop His plan, but they didn’t understand His plan at all.  History records this as a battle of the Jews against 

Jesus.  It wasn’t.  It was a battle of God against Satan. 

 

And Jesus knew it.  He knew that before the war was over, He would be taken captive.  He knew that before 

victory would come defeat.  He knew that before He could go back to heaven, He would have to go to hell. 

And He was afraid.  And He wanted to talk to His Father about it.   

 

John 17:20-21: “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 

word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in 

Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.”  NKJV 

 

His final prayer, final pain, and final passion was for us.  But He is afraid, and He has never felt so alone.  

He knows that what has to be done; only He can do.  An angel can’t do it; another human can’t do it - there 

is no force on earth strong enough to overcome evil, except God.   
 

But He still begged God the Father to find another way, to deliver Him from what He could see was going to 

happen.  He asked to get out, He begged for an exit - if He could have done it any other way, He would have 

turned His back on the whole mess and walked away. But God said no, because there was no other way.  

 

So at some point in the night, Jesus looked out over Jerusalem, He looked out over the course of human 

history, all the way to us here, right now, and He looked into hell, and what He saw caused Him to make up 

His mind once and for all to go through with the crucifixion.  

 

When He stood up, the battle was over - He knew what He had to do and He wasn’t going to ask God to stop 

it any more.  In reality, the final battle was won right here, because it was in the garden that night that Jesus 

made His decision, based on what He saw, and what He had in His heart. 

 

You see, what Jesus saw that night was you and me in hell!  And He made up His mind once and for all that 
if there was no other way, then “He would rather go to hell for us, than go back to heaven without us!” 

 

So for a few hours He suffered the full wrath of a sin-hating God in order to pay for our sins so we wouldn’t 

have to for all of eternity! Why? 

 

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” NKJV 

 

For a moment, take your minds back to the cross, where Jesus, at the very moment of His greatest agony, 

unimaginable pain, and deepest despair, cried these words out to heaven: Mark 15:34 - “Eloi, Eloi, lama 

sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” NKJV 

 

Why did Jesus scream those words? So that we will never have to!  
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So much love - such amazing grace! 

 
Never forget – “God loved you so much that He said no to His Son so that He could say yes to you!”   

 

The cross leaves no room for doubt – “God loves you!” 
 

III. Conclusion 

 

Isn’t it good news to know that God’s love never gives up on us, to know that God will never stop loving us 

no matter how far we run from Him, to know that there is nothing we can do to make God love us any more 

than He does right now, nor will He ever love us any less than He does right now.  

 
God loves us on our good days; He loves us on our bad days. He loves us more in a moment than anyone 

could ever love us in a lifetime!  And He will never stop loving us – ever! 

 

God’s love never runs out, He keeps on loving even when people don’t love Him back.  His love is given 

even when we become angry and rebel against Him. His love is always there for all who will accept it.  

 

God’s love is wide enough to include everybody and is strong enough and long enough to last for all time: 

Ephesians 3:18-19: “And may you have the power to understand, as all God's people should, how 

wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is 

too great to understand fully...” NLT 

 
“Go measure the heavens with your span; go weigh the mountains in the scales; go take the ocean’s wate r 

and calculate each drop; go count the sand upon the sea’s wide shore; and when you have accomplished 

all of this, then you can tell how much He loves you! He has loved you long! He has loved you well! He 

will love you forever!” C. H. Spurgeon 

 

How long will God love you – until “Forever’s End!”  

 

How long will God love you - until the “End of Forever!” 

 

 


