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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Fighting for the Minds of our Children 

Phillip Johnson 
 

“He alone, who owns the youth, gains the future.” These were 
the words of the ruthless, Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler. Hitler dili-
gently worked to infiltrate the minds of young people with his 
radical ideology. Hitler’s plan to control Germany and take over 
the world focused on children. Hitler knew that if he won the 
minds of children, in time he would win the world. 
 

More recently, ISIS, has launched a similar plan. This radical, 
militant Islamic group is striving to take over cities and coun-
tries in the Middle East and beyond. In their efforts to build up 
their armies, they actively recruit children. ISIS, much like Hit-
ler, is on a mission to win the minds of young people. They be-
lieve those words from Hitler to be true, “He alone, who owns 
the youth, gains the future.” 
 

There is a battle going on for your mind and the minds of your 
children. Solomon knew the importance of the mind. Listen to 
his words from Proverbs 4:23 - “Guard your heart above all 
else, for it determines the course of your life.” NLT 
 

This was a message of importance. “Above all else...” 
This phrase should grab our attention. What Solomon is saying 
should be at the top of our “to do list.” Above all else guard 
your heart! This won’t happen by accident or chance. We must 
take deliberate steps to guard our hearts. This effort starts by 
filling our minds with the right things. 
 

As Christians, our goal is to be like Jesus. We actively seek Je-
sus in our lives. We want to love the way Jesus loved. We want 
to minister the way Jesus ministered. We want to display His 
patience to others. We want to show His kindness to people we 
meet. We want to live like Jesus. We will never live like Jesus 
until we learn to think like Jesus. We must fill our minds with 
Jesus. This needs to start with our children. We need to win the 
minds of our youth for the Lord. 

Sunday Morning Servers 

February 8, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..George & Peggy 
                                          Burnett 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Sherman Cullum, Larry Volk, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Jerry Phipps, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home…...Batteries 
 
February 12…….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
February 14…….Valentine Party (6:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

February 8, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......43 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...67 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..28 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...38 
Contribution…...........................$1,849.90 
 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
“Here was a successful businessman, a thought-
ful Christian, a husband of a wonderful woman 
and a father of beautiful girls. He had every rea-
son to stay away from porn—and in spite of all 
of that, the acidic tentacles of Internet pornogra-
phy constantly pulled him in, over and over 
again.” 
 

The realization made me feel sick. How many fa-
thers feel distant from their children because they 
are watching girls the same age as their daughters 
do horrifying and degrading things and have those 
things done to them? How many husbands feel 
disconnected from their wives because they’ve 
watched thousands of air-brushed, naked women 
pass before their eyes from the screen of their 
computer? 
 

I wonder how these women must feel when they 
discover what their significant others are doing? I 
wonder how a wife must feel when her husband 
confesses his addiction to her?  
 
Feminist writer Naomi Wolf said: “Here is what 
young women tell me on college campuses when 
the subject comes up: They can’t compete, and 
they know it - today, real naked women are just 
bad porn.” 
 

Porn researchers such as Pamela Paul (author of 
“Pornified: How Pornography Is Damaging Our 
Lives, Our Relationships, and Our Families”) 
have found that the presence of porn inevitably 
leads to jealousy, insecurity, and a damaged rela-
tionship. According to research, in 56% of divorc-
es one of the parties has an obsessive interest in 
internet pornography. 
 

Pornography isn’t just destroying marriages and 
relationships. It’s rewiring our brains to create 
hypersexual people incapable of enjoying many of 
the simple joys in family life. Which is why one 
email I got from a young man, who is thankfully 
now free of pornography, was so painful for me to 
read: “How did porn impact my life? I became 
extremely callous. I now do not feel how I think I 
should feel. I am not empathetic. I wasted two 
years of my life trying to find ways to get more 
pornography without anyone knowing. I commit-
ted adultery in my heart with more women than 
I care to count. That leaves scar tissue.” 

It isn’t just a marriage that can be destroyed by por-
nography. Pornography is a poison that can seep 
through a whole family. Another young man said this 
in an email: “I was exposed to hard-core porn 
around 11 years old; it was my father's (who was/is 
a minister) and was hidden in my basement. My 
older brother showed it to me and warned me that I 
couldn't share any of this with our parents because 
it could lead to them breaking up.” 
 

Far too many of our young people are being scarred 
by images too searing and perverse for them to com-
prehend - they are not being allowed to experience 
the innocence of childhood! 
 
To protect marriages, to protect families, to protect 
innocence and innocents, to protect our youth, we 
must fight and root out pornography with a venge-
ance. It is a poison so toxic it has the power to de-
stroy compassion, beauty, and joy. And a culture 
without those things is a barren one indeed. 
 

Porn has established a rapidly growing beachhead in 
our culture, but there is far too much on the line for 
us to ignore this problem.  
 
I invite you to get educated on this issue, to discover 
what the experts have been saying about pornogra-
phy, and to learn how to fight it in your home and in 
your life. To protect marriages, families, and children, 
it’s a small price to pay—and one that you will never 
regret. Get help if you need it! 
 

Friends, the world in which we live is not a play-
ground, it is a battlefield, a combat zone, a violent 
clash of kingdoms, a bitter struggle unto the death.  
We are living in the middle of an epic battle, a brutal 
and vicious war against an enemy who knows his 
time is short.  
 

“Open war is upon us – we are fighting the 
battle of the ages for the highest of prizes and 

there is no middle ground!” 
 

1 Peter 5:8-9: “Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 

Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that 
the same sufferings are experienced by your 

brotherhood in the world.” NKJV 

PRAYERS 
 

Betty Gibson is in NEA Hospital in Jonesboro. 
 
Megan Dixon will have a bone marrow test. 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Coy Burnett, 
Vivian Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wil-
son, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Steven-
son, Betty Andrews,  R.W. Gibson,  Tammy 
McPherson, Angella Holleman, Jerry Car-
lisle, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, 
Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, 
Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  James 
Johnson, Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth 
Dowdy, Dempsey Croft, Kristen Mansfield, 
Velma Willis, Annie Sue Holder, Eleanor Ev-
ans, Nina Slocum, Mike Vanaman,  Marty 
Horst Fuhr, Kelton Scuidder, Meagan Deck-
leman. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the families of 
Janice Strange of Fisher, &  Donald Davis of 
Wynne, who both recently passed away. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Valentine Party will be held in the fellowship 
room Saturday, February 14th, at 6:30 p.m. 
Cost is $30.00 per couple. 
 
Ladies’ Devotional Group is collecting white 
towels & washcloths for the Children’s Home 
of Paragould during the month of February.  
If anyone would like to participate, a basket 
will be in the fellowship hall. 
 

In Paul’s second letter to Timothy, he encourages 
Timothy to continue on in the things he had 
been taught as a child: 2 Timothy 3:14-17: “You, 
however, continue in the things you have 
learned and become convinced of, knowing from 
whom you have learned them, and that from 
childhood you have known the sacred writings 
which are able to give you the wisdom that leads 
to salvation through faith which is in Christ Je-
sus. All Scripture is inspired by God and profita-
ble for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness; so that the man of God 
may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work.” NASB 
 

Timothy’s mind was won for Christ at a young age 
because his mother and grandmother diligent-
ly taught him the word of God. The scene painted 
by Paul in these verses is missing in too 
many homes today. God’s Word is powerful. It is 
God-breathed. It guides our lives. It trains, corrects 
and equips us for every good work. God’s Word 
works today—if we use it! 
 

“He alone, who owns the youth, gains the future.” 
These words put into action by the wrong peo-
ple are terrifying. These words put into action by 
godly people provide hope. God is our refuge. God 
is our strength. The moral and spiritual crisis fac-
ing our country can only be overcome by turning 
our hearts and our minds back to God. A war is 
being fought for our minds and the minds of our 
children. It’s time for us to fight for the minds of 
our children. It’s time to fill our hearts and our 
minds with the word of God. 
 

Nowhere is this war for the hearts and minds of 
our young people more desperate than in the bat-
tle to protect them from the dangers of pornogra-
phy! 
 

Consider the following excerpts from an article 
written by Jonathon van Maren:  “I remember that 
afternoon vividly. I was sitting in a truck after 
one of my pro-life presentations. The sobbing 
middle-aged husband and father in the driver’s 
seat was telling me that he had been addicted to 
porn for over ten years - and that no matter 
what he tried, he couldn’t kick the habit. It was 
the first time I realized just how pervasive the 
porn plague is.” 
 


