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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Religion of the Second Mile 

 

Matthew 5:38-42: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye 

for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I tell you not to resist 

an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, 

turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and 

take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And who-

ever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to 

him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from 

you do not turn away.” NKJV 

 

This passage has probably caused as much controversy as any 

passage in the Bible – it has been used by enemies of Christiani-

ty to say that the teachings of Jesus are idiotic or impossible.  

 

It is also a section that frustrates Christians!  Many would-be 

Christians either ignore the instructions in the passage or try to 

explain them away. How should a child of God react when he 

is mistreated by others? 

 

Eye and tooth: Matthew 5:38 – “You have heard that it was 

said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’” NKJV  

 

This Old Testament teaching is one most people are familiar 

with, even those who know nothing else about the Bible. The 

words are found three times in the Old Testament: 

 

Exodus 21:22–25: “Now suppose two men are fighting, and in 

the process they accidentally strike a pregnant woman so she 

gives birth prematurely. If no further injury results, the man 

who struck the woman must pay the amount of compensa-

tion the woman’s husband demands and the judges approve. 

But if there is further injury, the punishment must match the 

injury: a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a 

hand for a hand, a foot for a foot, a burn for a burn, a wound 

for a wound, a bruise for a bruise.” NLT 

Sunday Morning Servers 

February 22, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. John Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Doug Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Lonnie & Judy 
                                          Seabaugh 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Sherman Cullum, Larry Volk, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Jerry Phipps, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#4 
Children’s Home…...Bottled Apple Juice 
 
February 26…….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
February 21…….Children’s Mission Group 
February 23…….Free Heart Health Screening 
                           (City Hall 8-10 a.m.) 
February 28……..Men’s Breakfast (8 a.m.) 
March 15-18…….Gospel Meeting  (Carroll Sites) 
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Hickory Ridge, AR 72347 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

February 22, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......56 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...75 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..29 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...36 
Contribution…...........................$ 
 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
The judges would examine the case and make the 

ruling and carry out the sentence, not the average 

person on the street! 

 

We are unsure whether or not the eye/tooth com-

mand was ever literally carried out. By the time of 

Jesus, a monetary value was generally put on an 

injury (whether eye, tooth, or whatever). This 

amount had to be paid by the guilty party.  

 

The eye-for-an-eye law was “restrictive” rather 

than “permissive.” The Law of Moses actually dis-

couraged personal revenge: Leviticus 19:18 - “Do 

not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fel-

low Israelite, but love your neighbor as yourself. 

I am the Lord.” NLT  

 

Nevertheless, the Jews still used the eye-and-tooth 

passage to say that God approved individual retal-

iation.  
 

The passage is still misused in the same way today 

by violent people who want to harm others: “After 

all, the Bible says ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth 

for a tooth!’” 
 
So exactly what did Jesus mean by this statement? 
Jesus is not teaching pacifism. He is not talking 
about war, self-defense, or the necessity of pro-
tecting our nation, our homes, or even our lives. 
He was stating a great principle: Do not try to get 
even; do not seek revenge!  
 
He was teaching that it is dangerous for us to be 
bitter and resentful and unforgiving to the point 
where you look for some way to hurt someone 
else a little more than he has hurt us. 
 
Romans 12:17–21: “Never pay back evil with 
more evil. Do things in such a way that every-
one can see you are honorable. Do all that you 
can to live in peace with everyone. Dear friends, 
never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous 
anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take 
revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord. 
Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. 
If they are thirsty, give them something to 
drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals 
of shame on their heads.”  Don’t let evil conquer 
you, but conquer evil by doing good.” NLT 

Do not resist evil: Matthew 5:38 - “But I tell you 

not to resist an evil person…” NKJV  
 
“Do not resist an evil person? Let evil people do 
whatever they want? Let them run rampant in the 
world? That doesn’t sound right!”  
 

We need to understand that Jesus was addressing 

individual disciples and not society in general. He 

was not talking to parents regarding their children. 

Evil in a child is to be seriously resisted – there must 

be discipline. He did not have in mind civil govern-

ments. God has given government officials the au-

thority to bring wrath “on the one who practices 

evil” (Romans 13:4).  

 

He was not even giving instructions to congregations. 

False teachers are not to be tolerated (Matthew 7:15). 

Anyone who encourages a false teacher “participates 

in his evil deeds” (2 John 11). Further, members 

who persist in sin are to be disciplined by the church 

(Matthew 18:15–18).  
 
Jesus was not implying that we should not resist an 
evil person if he is breaking the law, or if he is hurt-
ing himself or others. For instance, if someone were 
about to harm your child, Jesus would not have you 
just sit back and do nothing.  

 

Jesus Himself resisted evil and evil people. On two 

occasions He drove from the temple those who had 

been defiling it (John 2:13–17; Matthew 21:12-13).  

 

He condemned the hypocrisy of evil men (Matthew 

23). The apostle Paul also resisted evil and evil men, 

such as the Jewish teachers and pagan idolaters.  
 

Jesus was talking about how we respond when we are 

personally mistreated. Perhaps the best explanation 

is found in the examples He himself gave: turning the 

cheek, giving up a coat, and going a second mile.  

 

None of these are life-threatening situations - but all 

are very personal, and all infringe on what we think 

of as our “rights.” 

 

Next week: Turn the other cheek - give up your 

coat also  - going the second mile! 

PRAYERS 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Frank Crouch, Coy 
Burnett, Vivian Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard 
Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, 
Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson, Darcy Wil-
son, Glenda Polson,  Angella Holleman, Jerry Car-
lisle, Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Jo-
anne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy 
Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  James Johnson, 
Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Demp-
sey Croft, Kristen Mansfield, Velma Willis,  Elea-
nor Evans, Nina Slocum, Mike Vanaman,  Marty 
Horst, Kelton Scudder, Meagan Deckleman, Otis 
Reynolds, Alfred Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons  
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Ladies’ Devotional Group is collecting white tow-
els & washcloths for the Children’s Home of Para-
gould during the month of February.  If anyone 
would like to participate, a basket will be in the 
fellowship hall. 
 

************************* 
 
 

Gospel Meeting Announcement 

 

Our gospel meeting will begin on Sun-

day, March 15 and continue through 

Wednesday, March 18. 

 

The theme of the meeting is “Spiritual 

Success” 

 

The speaker will be Carroll Sites of the 

Higdon Church of Christ in Higdon, Ar-

kansas! 

Leviticus 24:19-20: “Anyone who injures another 

person must be dealt with according to the inju-

ry inflicted—a fracture for a fracture, an eye for 

an eye, a tooth for a tooth. Whatever anyone 

does to injure another person must be paid back 

in kind.” NLT 

 

Deuteronomy 19:16-21: “If a malicious witness 

comes forward and accuses someone of a crime, 

then both the accuser and accused must appear 

before the Lord by coming to the priests and 

judges in office at that time. The judges must 

investigate the case thoroughly. If the accuser 

has brought false charges against his fellow Isra-

elite, you must impose on the accuser the sen-

tence he intended for the other person. In this 

way, you will purge such evil from among you. 

Then the rest of the people will hear about it and 

be afraid to do such an evil thing. You must 

show no pity for the guilty! Your rule should be 

life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 

hand, foot for foot.” NLT 

 

These words have been used to excuse everything 

from personal revenge to family feuds to civil dis-

obedience. But God didn’t give this commandment 

to encourage retaliation; He gave it to limit pun-

ishment!  

 

Prior to this law, if someone lost an eye, he would 

often attempt to put out both eyes of the offender 

and perhaps even take his life. Personal retaliation 

would often escalate to include entire families or 

cities or nations.  

 

When you think of the eye-for-an-eye command, 

think of it like this: “Only an eye for an eye, and 

only a tooth for a tooth - and no more.”  

 

The principle is a basic judicial axiom: Let the 

punishment fit the crime!  

 

These words were not directed to the average Isra-

elite, but were intended as a guideline for judges. 

Deuteronomy 19:17 mentions two men who have 

a dispute. They are told to “…appear before the 

Lord by coming to the priests and judges in of-

fice at that time.” Verse 18 says that “the judges 

must investigate the case thoroughly.”  


