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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

The Bulletin 
Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Holocaust Survivor 

Amanda Ghessi 
 
In May of 1944, Eva Mozes Kor and her family arrived at their 
death sentence – Auschwitz. 
 
Seventy-one years later, Eva – who survived the nightmare – 
remains dedicated to practicing and preaching forgiveness, and 
she is doing so in a remarkable way. 
 
Upon arrival at Auschwitz, Eva and her twin sister Miriam were 
immediately separated from the rest of their family and thrown 
into a group with other twin girls. 
 
While the rest of their family was murdered, the 10-year-old 
twins were forced to participate in unending and demeaning 
medical experiments performed by Josef Mengele, widely 
known for his horrible cruelty. 
 
After winding up in the hospital as a result of one of Mengele’s 
experiments, Eva made a decision: no matter what, she and her 
twin would survive the camp and be free once again. 

Sunday Morning Servers 

February 15, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Alan & Libby  
                                         Mahon                                            
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Doug Wilson, George Burnett, Alan Mahon, 
John Wilson, Steve Eppes 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home…...Sugar 
 
February 19…….Celebrate Recovery  
                            (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
February 23…….Free Heart Health Screening  
                            (City Hall—8-10 a.m.) 
February 28…….Men’s Breakfast & Business  
                            Meeting (8:00 a.m.) 
March 15-18…….Gospel Meeting (Carroll Sites) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

February 15, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......48 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...73 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..37 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...34 
Contribution…...........................$1,552.25 
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Eva’s strength and courage to make it out of 
Auschwitz, and her choice to forgive those 
who destroyed her family and subjected her 
to painful experimentation, are remarkable 
acts. 
 
Additionally, Höss’ desire to right the wrongs 
of his heritage, and embrace those that were 
adversely affected, demonstrates one’s ability 
to overcome and stand up for what is right. 
 
How could Eva forgive the Nazi’s for what 
they had done to her and her family?  How 
could Jesus forgive those who crucified Him 
on the cross? How can we forgive those who 
have hurt us? 
 
You’ve been hurt! Part of you is broken, and 
the other part is bitter. Part of you wants to 
cry, and part of you wants to fight. And 
you’re left with a decision. Do I get over it or 
get even? Do I release it or resent it? 
 
Resentment is when you allow what’s eating 
you to eat you up. Revenge is the raging fire 
that consumes the arsonist. Bitterness is the 
trap that snares the hunter. And mercy is the 
choice that can set them all free. 
 
Matthew 5:7 – “God blesses those who are 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” 
NLT 
 
Forgiving others allows us to see how God 
has forgiven us. The dynamic of giving grace 
is the key to understanding grace. For it is 
when we forgive others that we begin to feel 
what God feels. Set your enemy - and your-
self - free! 
 
Because God loves us so much, we too must 
love and forgive!  
 
Luke 6:37 – “…Forgive others, and you will 
be forgiven.” NLT  

However, forgiving others is not easy – in fact 
for most of us it requires a major change in our 
attitude and way of thinking – even a change of 
heart! 
 
This mighty change of heart is exactly what the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is designed to bring 
about! 
 
Ephesians 4:31–32: “Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well 
as all types of evil behavior. Instead, be kind 
to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, just as God through Christ has forgiv-
en you.” NLT 
 
There is enough heartache and sorrow in this 
life without us adding to it through our own 
stubbornness, bitterness and resentment! 
 
So let us be kind, let us forgive, let us talk 
peacefully with each other – let us do good to all 
men! 
 
Romans 12:10 – “Love each other with genuine 
affection, and take delight in honoring each 
other.” NLT 
 
Ephesians 4:29 - “Don’t use foul or abusive 
language. Let everything you say be good and 
helpful, so that your words will be an encour-
agement to those who hear them.” NLT 
 
Remember, in the end, it is the merciful who 
will obtain mercy! 
 
James 2:13 – “For judgment is without mercy 
to the one who has shown no mercy.  Mercy 
triumphs over judgment.”  NKJV 
 
Romans 14:10 - “But why do you judge your 
brother? Or why do you show contempt for 
your brother? For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ.” NKJV 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Frank Crouch, Coy 
Burnett, Vivian Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard 
Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Stevenson, 
Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson,  Angella 
Holleman, Jerry Carlisle, Larry & Artie McCain, 
Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ru-
by Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  
James Johnson, Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth 
Dowdy, Dempsey Croft, Kristen Mansfield, Velma 
Willis, Annie Sue Holder, Eleanor Evans, Nina 
Slocum, Mike Vanaman,  Marty Horst, Kelton 
Scudder, Meagan Deckleman, Otis Reynolds, Al-
fred Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons  
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Holleman 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Joie Wil-
liamson of McCrory! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Ladies’ Devotional Group is collecting white tow-
els & washcloths for the Children’s Home of Para-
gould during the month of February.  If anyone 
would like to participate, a basket will be in the 
fellowship hall. 
 

************************* 
 

Gospel Meeting Announcement 

 

Our gospel meeting will begin on 

Sunday, March 15 and continue 

through Wednesday, March 18. 

 

The theme of the meeting is 

“Spiritual Success” 

 

The speaker will be Carroll Sites of 

the Higdon Church of Christ in 

Higdon, Arkansas! 

The twins were freed from the camp in Janu-
ary 1945. In the years that ensued, they de-
cided to try and find out what happened to 
the other twins that also survived. As report-
ed, they were able to communicate with 122 
surviving pairs of twins. 
 
Eva and Miriam heard the stories of how the 
Holocaust affected the survivors’ lives and 
they wanted to impart the message that there 
is always hope, even when there is despair. In 

1984, they founded “CANDLES,” (Children 

of Auschwitz Nazi Deadly Lab Experiments 
Survivors). 
 
After Miriam died in 1993, Eva continued her 
path of understanding and forgiveness. She 
wrote a letter, in which she forgave all of the 
Nazis. 
 
She said: “I had the power to forgive. No one 
could give me the power, or take it away 
from me. I refused to be a victim, and now I 
am free.” 
 
Soon after, her journey took an unexpected 
turn. She was contacted by Rainer Höss, the 
grandson of the former SS commander of 
Auschwitz. 
 
Höss disowned his entire family after learn-
ing about the acts of his grandfather and has 
spoken out about the burden of his heritage. 
 
Höss asked Eva to stand in as his adoptive 
grandmother, and in an act of utmost for-
giveness, she accepted. This act is symbolic 
of the message she delivers at her lectures: 
 
“Never give up on yourself, never judge peo-
ple on their heritage, and always forgive 
your worst enemy, as it’s the only way you’ll 
be able to set your soul free.” 
 
The two now continue their path towards rec-
onciliation together. 


