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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Can God Forgive Me 

 
Psalm 32:3–4: “When I refused to confess my sin, my body 
wasted away, and I groaned all day long. Day and night your 
hand of discipline was heavy on me. My strength evaporated 
like water in the summer heat.” NLT 
 
Today, like King David, it is common for people to deal with 
their sin problem in a number of counter-productive ways: 
 
Some deny the One against whom they have sinned, thinking 
that they can eliminate their guilt by eliminating God. 
 
Some justify their sin, trying to explain it away by blaming it on 
genetics, family, or society. They think that saying, “My body” 
or “my parents” or “my culture made me do it” frees them 
from guilt. 
 
Some laugh at sin and scoff at the notion that we have any mor-
al responsibility (this is evident in many television shows and 
movies). 
 
Some attempt to numb the pain of their sin, hoping to stay 
busy enough, entertained enough, or drunk enough to make 
themselves oblivious to the desperate need they have for for-
giveness. 
 
Obviously, these foolish approaches to sin are futile and leave 
people still in need of forgiveness. The only meaningful re-
sponse to our sin problem is to come to God and seek His for-
giveness!  You may have asked this question yourself – “Can 
God actually forgive me, even after all the stuff I have done?” 
 
The gospel is the good news that God is willing to forgive our 
sins because of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. The Bible 
repeats this message over and over again: Psalm 86:5 – “O 
Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing 
love for all who ask for your help.” NLT 

Sunday Morning Servers 

February 1, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements ................ Rick Phillips 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..David & Jeanie  
                                          Wilson 
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Sherman Cullum, Larry Volk, Lonnie Sea-
baugh, Jerry Phipps, Rick Phillips 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#1 
Children’s Home…...Almond Bark 
 
 
February 3…….Ladies’ Devotional 
February 3…….Elders & Deacons Meet 
February 5…….Celebrate Recovery  
                         (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

February 1, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Lonnie Seabaugh 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......45 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...85 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..29 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...30 
Contribution…...........................$2,450.95 
 



The Bulletin The Bulletin 
Several disciples were fishing, when Jesus ap-
peared to them on the seashore. After the men 
had eaten a breakfast of bread and fish, Jesus 
turned to Peter and asked him three times, “Do 
you love Me?”  
 

When Peter, deeply wounded by his own guilt and 
shame, answered, “Yes,” Jesus responded, “Tend 
My sheep.” It was a way of saying, “You are for-
given, and I have a job for you.” 
 

The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32): In Luke 15, 
Jesus  told a story to illustrate how God views 
those who desperately need forgiveness. It was a 
parable about a young man who demanded to re-
ceive his inheritance early so he could spend it as 
he wished. In doing this, the young man rejected 
his father, his people, his training, and his God. 
Finally, his money ran out - his party was over. 
Survival became his greatest concern. Desperate to 
eat, he got a job feeding pigs - animals the Jews 
regarded as “unclean.” At times he was so hungry 
that he even envied the swine for the food they 
were eating. 
 

Eventually, the boy came to his senses and re-
turned home. Not knowing how he would be re-
ceived, he practiced a speech as he walked:  
 

“…Father, I have sinned against heaven and be-
fore you, and I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. Make me like one of your hired serv-
ants” (Luke 15:18-19). 
 

However, he received the greatest surprise of his 
life. As he neared his home, his father saw him 
coming. The older man ran out to meet his son, 
throwing his arms around him and kissing him. 
He called to his servants and said: Luke 15:22-24: 
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out 
the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring 
on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring 
the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and 
be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.’” NKJV 
 

In this beautiful story of forgiveness, Jesus was 
showing us the way God longs to forgive us when 
we “come back home.” 

The Apostle Paul (1 Timothy 1:12-16): Paul was his 
own best sermon illustration of forgiveness. If any-
one doubted that God could forgive him, Paul could 
simply point to himself. Earlier in life he had perse-
cuted Christians to the death (Acts 22:4), and had 
said horrible things about Jesus. Later, after God con-
fronted him on the road to Damascus, Paul was 
taught the gospel and became a Christian himself. 
However, Paul never forgot how much he had been 
forgiven.  
 

Near the end of his life, he wrote the following words 
to a young friend: 1 Timothy 1:15 – “This is a trust-
worthy saying, and everyone should accept it: 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” - 
and I am the worst of them all.” NLT 
 

Paul knew that if God could save the chief of sinners, 
He can save all sinners. That includes me - that in-
cludes you! 
 

Are you convinced that God is willing and ready to 
forgive you? If not, especially after looking at all 
these examples, maybe it is because you are still 
thinking you have to deserve forgiveness before you 
can be forgiven. This is probably to be expected. Af-
ter all, that is often the way it is in human relation-
ships.  
 

However, with God it is different. He simply forgives - 
not because we deserve His forgiveness, but because 
it is His nature to want to forgive us:  Titus 3:4-5: 
“But when the kindness and the love of God our 
Savior toward man appeared, not by works of right-
eousness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, through the washing of regen-
eration and renewing of the Holy Spirit…” NKJV 
 
You and I are sinners. Our guilt before God is real; 
but God stands ready, waiting, and longing to forgive 
us! Obey His gospel, confess your sins, accept His 
forgiveness, before it’s too late! 
 
Psalm 32:5 - “Finally, I confessed all my sins to you 
and stopped trying to hide my guilt. I said to my-
self, “I will confess my rebellion to the Lord.” And 
you forgave me! All my guilt is gone.” NLT 
 
Hebrews 8:12 – “And I will forgive their wicked-
ness, and I will never again remember their sins.” 
NLT 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Coy Burnett, 
Vivian Wilson,  Doris Vanaman, Leonard Wil-
son, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Steven-
son, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson,  
Tom Reynolds,  Tammy McPherson, Angella 
Holleman, Judith Stevenson, Jerry Carlisle, 
Larry & Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Jo-
anne Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, 
Kathy Pulley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  James 
Johnson, Jr., Eddie Taylor,  Gladys McClana-
han, Kenneth Dowdy, Dempsey Croft, Lillie 
Miller, Kristen Mansfield, Velma Willis, An-
nie Sue Holder, Eleanor Evans 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Ladies’ Devotional is Tuesday February 3rd, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship room.  All ladies 
are invited. 
 
Elders and deacons meet in the library Tues-
day, February 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

————————- 
 

There are two ways to start a new day—with 
prayer, or without it. You begin your day in 
one of these two ways. Which one? 
 
There are two masters of men in the uni-
verse—God and Satan. You are serving under 
one of these masters. Which one? 
 
There are two places where people will spend 
eternity—heaven or hell. You will spend your 
eternity in one of these places. Which one? 

1 Peter 2:24 – “He personally carried our sins in 
his body on the cross so that we can be dead to 
sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you 
are healed.” NLT  
 

Some have a problem with this wonderful news. 
You may have no trouble believing that God can 
forgive other people, yet you cannot believe that 
He can truly forgive you. You may think that be-
cause God knows your heart - your secret 
thoughts, your troubling doubts, and your hidden 
fantasies - there is no way He will forgive you.  
 

However, the Bible makes it very clear that all of 
this is the devil’s lie. God is waiting and ready to 
forgive you! 
 

Perhaps the best way to see that God can forgive 
you is to look at the way God has forgiven others: 
 

The Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42): Jesus 
stopped by a well one day and met a woman who 
had come to draw water. In that time and place, 
Jews and Samaritans despised each other and 
women were ignored in spiritual matters. Never-
theless, Jesus entered into a deeply spiritual con-
versation with a woman who had been married 
five times and was currently living with another 
man! By the end of this encounter, the woman had 
found much more than the physical water she had 
come to draw at the well - she had found the 
“living water” of God’s love and forgiveness in 
Jesus. 
 

Peter (John 18:15-27; 21:1-23): The apostle Peter 
was proud, impetuous, and over-confident. He 
boldly bragged that even if everyone else left Jesus 
when trouble came, he could be counted on to re-
main (John 13:37). However, when Jesus was car-
ried off for trial on the night before His crucifix-
ion, Peter followed at a distance. Later in the even-
ing, as he waited in the courtyard near the place 
where Jesus was being questioned and abused, 
Peter was asked three different times if he was 
with Jesus. Each time, he denied that he had any 
connection with Him. Surely, such a cowardly fail-
ure could never be forgiven. 
 

Following the death and the resurrection of Jesus, 
we see the touching story of Jesus’ conversation 
with Peter.  


