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Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Parenting for Eternity 

By Nathan Adams (Adapted) 
 

Parents are often asked what they would like to leave 
their children. The answers often include the children 
having a better life than their parents. Unfortunately, the 
focus behind that statement is usually geared more to-
ward what their children have physically. Too many 
times, parenting efforts are too focused on the earthly 
pursuits of our children. Mothers and fathers will spend 
many hours a week working feverishly on secular aca-
demics, athletics, and other pursuits. While there is noth-
ing that is wrong with parents pushing their children in 
these pursuits, we need to be sure that those efforts are 
not done at the expense of spiritual pursuits. First and 
foremost in the minds of Christian parents should be a 
desire for their children to succeed spiritually in this life. 
 

As we think about what we are going to leave our chil-
dren, I want us to consider basic attitudes that our chil-
dren need in their lives in order to be lead to true and 
lasting faith. We as Christian parents need to work and 
plan to instill these foundational attitudes within our 
children. 
 

The first foundational attitude is a respect for authori-
ty! At the heart of Christianity is a respect and honor for 
the sovereign authority of God as creator and ruler of the 
universe. Our society has failed for decades to teach re-
spect for parents, elders, and government.  
 

Beginning in the 1960s, television has fed our children a 
steady diet of programming that shows adults and par-
ents as idiots who do nothing worthy of respect.  
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It is able to lead them to righteousness be-
cause it will teach them respect for authority 
(vs. 9), which will lead them to respect the 
ultimate authority that is from God. 
 

The second foundational attitude is taking 
responsibility for our actions! Having 
worked with parents through youth groups 
and driving a school bus, I have found that 
the biggest enablers of bad behavior in chil-
dren are often their parents. Parents, in an 
effort to not be embarrassed by their chil-
dren’s actions, will deny that their children 
would do such things. As a result, the child 
sees this and learns that they do not have to 
be responsible for the things they do because 
mom and dad do not show such responsibil-
ity. When I was about six years old, I said 
something in Bible class that was not true.  
 

That afternoon my parents took me to the 
home of my Bible class teacher and made me 
apologize. I am certain that it was embarrass-
ing for my father, who was the preacher, that 
his son had told a lie. It was more important 
though, that I learned to take responsibility 
for what I did and that I corrected it. I will 
not defend my children when they are wrong 
because I want my children to do right.  
 

Taking responsibility in life is core to Christi-
anity. We must confess our sins if we are to 
receive forgiveness. Confession is taking re-
sponsibility for what we have done. If I am 
unable to admit my wrong, I cannot be for-
given of it and I will have a very difficult time 
changing that behavior in my life. Too many 
people today blame everyone but themselves 
for their sinful behavior. Such blame did not 
work in the Garden of Eden and it will not 
work on the Judgment Day (Genesis 3:14-19; 

2 Corinthians 5:10). 

 

If we want our children to be faithful, they 
must learn to be responsible for every action 
of their lives. 

The third foundational attitude is an under-
standing of the temporary nature of this life 
and this world! 1 John 2:15-17 teaches us that 
we are not to love this world or the things of 
this world. Why? They are passing away.  
 

Peter tells us that the creation along with the 
earth and all its works will be destroyed with 
intense heat on the Judgment Day of Christ (2 

Peter 3:10). Jesus stated it was a waste of time 
to lay up treasures on this earth because they 
will not last; instead He called on us to lay up 
eternal treasures in Heaven (Matthew 6:19-20). 

 

As a Christian parent, you may be reading this 
and saying “I already teach my children about 
the Judgment Day and the end of this world.” I 
do not doubt that. I wonder though, do you live 
that before your children? Does your work and 
the pursuit of having more things upon this 
earth interfere with your spiritual life and the 
church? Are your pursuits more spiritually fo-
cused or earthly focused? Your children will see 
these things in you and most likely follow in 
your steps. The lack of a spiritual attitude today 
has led to the greed and materialism that we see 
in the church.  
 

Parents demonstrate it with their lives being so 
focused on work. They teach it to their children 
by obsessing on their children excelling in 
school, sports, and other activities, yet they 
have failed to make sure that their children ex-
cel in Bible study or church activities! 
 

Our children learn what is most important by 
what we focus on in their lives. What is your 
focus? Are they the passing things of this world 
or the eternal blessings of God in the church? 
What will we leave our children? If we leave 
them a respect for authority, we leave them the 
key to looking to God. If we leave them respon-
sible for their lives, we leave them the ability to 
change their lives. If we leave a desire for eter-
nal things, we strengthen their love for God who 
can save them and weaken the hold that this 
doomed world has on them.  

Prayers 

 

Those on the prayer list are: Kohen Stephens, 
Glenda Tarwater,  Leonard Wilson, Coy Burnett,  
Homer Hawkins, Ollie Kirksey, Shelby Crouch, 
Ron Ellis, Jo West, J.R. Cartillar, Ruby Hood, 
Arvel Pratt, Ruby Latimer, Geoffrey Shaw, Linda 
Mosby, Ann Johnson, Becky Brown, Belle Burnett, 
Kohen Stephens, Lorri Petty, Donna Leonard, 
Kathy Pulley, William Bush, Thomas Reynolds, 
and Pamela Martin! 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary Arm-
strong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne Healthcare); 
J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in Wynne); Davie Ruth-
erford (McCrory); Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma 
Willis (McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 
 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to the fami-
ly of Chad Powell! 
 
 
 

From the elders: 

 
This is our third announcement concerning the 
online school that we are seeking to put into place 
here as part of our local work. It will be a very 
good school that will allow us to study through the 
Bible in an in-depth fashion. The class is high-
level, perhaps coming very near to the level of a 
college class. It is reading-based and will cover the 
text of the Scriptures very thoroughly. It will be 
led by some of our fine scholars of the Word who 
are brothers in Christ. Several of you have shown 
a strong interest in this. We have six to ten who 
may want to be a part of it.  
 
It will start September 1. Doug Wilson is going to 
be our Dean. You can see him for additional infor-
mation. He is meeting with everyone who is inter-
ested in taking some of these courses after the ser-
vice tonight. We believe this school will be a great 
blessing to us. 

Parents have also failed through a lack of dis-
cipline and a failure to be authority figures in 
their children’s lives. As a result, generations 
have grown up with little to no respect for 
authority. 
 

Christians must understand that respect for 
authority begins at home with the parent-
child relationship. Parents should be the first 
authority that children know in their lives. It 
should be a loving authority, yet an authority 
that must be yielded to by the child. Such au-
thority is what we see from God. God’s au-
thority is absolute, yet it is exercised in love 
and a desire for us to reach the full potential 
for which we were placed upon this earth. 
 

Since the 1960s, Dr. Spock and a plethora of 
useless parenting books and philosophies 
have led to the discipline of children becom-
ing more and more a thing of the past. We 
can now see the fruits of this neglect in a 
generation that does not believe that they 
should be punished for anything because 
they have no respect for authority or law.  
 

They view themselves as victims if they are 
punished because they should be able to do 
whatever they want. The belief that “I can do 
whatever I want” is a belief born from a lack 
of subjection to authority. 
 

When a person understands and respects 
higher authority, they know that they cannot 
do whatever they want; instead they must 
adhere to the higher authority and its will for 
them. Parents instill this in their children at a 
young age through discipline and continue to 
build and expand it throughout their chil-
dren’s lives. Hebrews 12:4-11 illustrates that 
to be godly parents we must discipline our 
children.  
 

Verse 11 states that a child will not like the 
discipline at the time, but it will bear the fruit 
of peace and righteousness in the future.  
 


