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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Entertainment Choices and the Christian 

 
Children of God laughing at and finding enjoyment 
in sinful behavior? I’m afraid so. It’s one of 
the unquestionable indicators that some of us need 
to step back and assess, in light of God’s Word, 
what entertains us. We live in a time in which it is so 
easy to let the ways of a depraved world become 
our ways. 
 
Little by little, some Christians are becom-
ing accustomed to the presence of sinful behavior 
around them, and in their increasingly desensitized 
state, some have even started to like it.  
 
By that, I don’t necessarily mean that these Chris-
tians are taking part in many of the world’s 
sins. Rather, they are finding enjoyment in seeing or 
hearing of the sins of others. 
 
For example, do you enjoy television programs and 
movies that glorify sin? Do you enjoy the risqué sto-
ry? Do you laugh at the “colorful” language of the 
world? While visiting in the home of a fine Christian 
couple recently, my wife and I saw a simple sign sit-
ting on top of their television set.  
 
It read “How dare we be entertained by the things 
that sent Jesus to the cross!” 

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 23 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Jerry Phipps 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements…………...Rick Phillips 
Song Leader………………...Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..Doug & Kay Wilson                                                                           
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh 
                                           
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Rick Phillips, Larry Volk, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Jerry Phipps, Kyle Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#2 
Children’s Home……………Toothbrushes 
Gift Bag Item for August……..Writing Tablet or 
                                                 Grocery List Pad 
August 27…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                         (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

August 23, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......50 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….70 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….43 
Wednesday Worship…………………….30 
Contribution…...........................$1,444.32 
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sians 3:5-10; Ephesians 5:3-4). Neither 
can I! 
 
What does it say, then, to know of 
so many professed Christians who de-
rive great pleasure and enjoyment from 
television programs that glorify sin, like 
“Game of Thrones,” “The Walking 
Dead,” and “Breaking Bad” (recent exam-
ples of wildly popular shows that are no-
toriously filled with sexual content, gra-
tuitous violence, and/or foul language). 
 
Ephesians 5:3-4: “Let there be no sexual 
immorality, impurity, or greed among 
you. Such sins have no place among 
God’s people. Obscene stories, foolish 
talk, and coarse jokes—these are not 
for you. Instead, let there be thankful-
ness to God.” NLT 
 
There must not be even a hint of sexual 
immorality in our lives!  How can we 
keep even a hint of sexual immorality out 
of our lives and capture our “rebellious 
thoughts” (2 Corinthians 10:5) while be-
ing entertained by some of the very sins 
that sent Jesus to Calvary? 
 
Lamentations 3:40 - “Instead, let us test 
and examine our ways. Let us turn back 
to the Lord.” NLT 
 
2 Corinthians 13:5  - “Examine your-
selves to see if your faith is genuine. 
Test yourselves. Surely you know that 
Jesus Christ is among you; if not, you 
have failed the test of genuine faith.” 
NLT 
 

 

Psalm 119:104 - “Your commandments 
give me understanding; no wonder I hate 
every false way of life.” NLT 
 
It’s hard to be entertained by something 
you hate! 
 
By Eddie Parish 
 
http://focuspressblog.com/2015/08/11/
entertainment-choices-and-the-christian/ 

 

************************* 

 

From the elders 
“Let’s study the Bible” campaign update 

 

You will remember that we announced 
last Sunday morning that we want to 

have a ‘Let’s Study the Bible’ cam-
paign that will begin September 1. This 

really means that we would like to start 
a local school of Bible study that will 
have a high level of scholarship and will 

be very thorough in its coverage of each 
book of the Bible. The school will offer 
these courses in twenty-three lan-

guages. So far as we know, this is the 
only school like this in the world! We 

would like to invite you to take ad-
vantage of this school. We are seeking 
to have our own school as part of our 

local work. Doug Wilson is the Dean, 
and he will be glad to give you more in-

formation about it or talk to you per-
sonally about it. We are putting every-
thing into place so that we can start it 

on September 1. 
 
 

Prayers 

 

Those on the prayer list are: Glenda Tar-
water,  Leonard Wilson, Coy Burnett,  
Homer Hawkins, Ollie Kirksey, Shelby 
Crouch, Ron Ellis, Jo West, J.R. Cartillar, 
Ruby Hood, Arvel Pratt, Ruby Latimer, 
Geoffrey Shaw, Ann Johnson, Becky 
Brown, Belle Burnett, Kohen Stephens, 
Lorri Petty, Donna Leonard, Kathy Pul-
ley, William Bush. 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary 
Armstrong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 
Military: Andrew Esquivel 

 
******************** 

 
In creation we see God’s hand, and in re-
demption we see His heart. 
 

——————— 
 

One measure of our likeness to Christ is 
our sensitivity to the suffering of others. 
 

——————— 
 

Love is the magnet that draws believers 
together and attracts unbelievers to 
Christ. 
 

——————— 
 

Our love for Christ is only as real as our 
love for our neighbor. 

That sobering thought reminds me of 
Genesis 9:20-27, where we read of No-
ah’s drunkenness and its devastating re-
sults. Though a good man on the whole, 
Noah was not perfect. The Bible tells of 
his getting drunk and becom-
ing “uncovered in his tent.” While 
the drunken Noah was lying naked on 
his bed, his son Ham “...saw the naked-
ness of his father, and told his two 
brothers outside” (Genesis 9:22).  
 
According to a number of sources, the 
word “saw” in that passage can include 
the idea of enjoyment or satisfaction. 
 
The word “told” could be translated “told 
with delight.” The sense is not so much 
that Ham found some lewd gratifica-
tion in his father’s nakedness, but that he 
simply thought that the whole situation 
was funny. Shem and Japheth, thankfully, 
did not share their brother’s sense of hu-
mor. It was no laughing matter. 
 
It is simply not proper to find enjoy-
ment or pleasure in sin, be it our own or 
someone else’s. Love “...does not rejoice 
at wrongdoing...” (1 Corinthians 13:6). 
 
Only “fools mock at sin” (Proverbs 
14:9). When Jesus saw sinful behavior, 
He responded with emotions like anger 
(Mark 3:5), and tearful sorrow (Luke 
19:41).  
 
In light of these passages, can 
you honestly picture the Lord having a 
chuckle at adultery, lying, obscene lan-
guage, witchcraft, jealousy, drunkenness, 
and the like (Galatians 5:19-21; Colos-
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