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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Saved by grace? 

 

The Bible teaches us that God saves us, “...not because of any-
thing we have done but because of his own purpose and 
grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the be-
ginning of time” (2 Timothy 1:9).  NIV 
 
But it seems many are rather uncomfortable with that concept. 
So I want to address the question, “Are we saved by grace or 
not?” 
 

What Does “By Grace” mean? There is so much confusion over 
the issue of grace. We all know there are those who abuse the 
word, acting as if grace is a license to sin or a freedom from 
obedience:  
 
Jude 1:4  - “...some ungodly people have wormed their way 
into your churches, saying that God’s marvelous grace allows 
us to live immoral lives…” NLT 
 

Romans 6:1-2: “Well then, should we keep on sinning so that 
God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace? Of 
course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to 
live in it?” NLT 
 

These kind of people clearly don’t understand God or His grace. 
But on the other hand, there are Christians who seem to only 
talk about what grace is not. They seldom – if ever – talk about 
what grace is. They get very nervous when they hear, “Saved by 
grace.”  
 

They are quick to say, “Yeah, kind of, but not really!” They 
rush to dilute teachings on grace, for fear it might be 
“taken too far.” 
 
Friends, “by grace” just means something good is given that 
wasn’t earned or merited.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 2, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements…………...Doug Wilson 
Song Leader………………...Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Alan & Libby  
                                          Mahon  
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Jerry Phipps 
                                         Lonnie Seabaugh 
                                           

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Rick Phillips, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Larry Volk, Kyle Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team…………………..#3 
Children’s Home………………..Corn Chips 
Gift Bag Item for August……..Writing Tablet/ 
                                                 Grocery List Pad 
 
August 4…….Ladies’ Devotional 
August 4…….Elders & Deacons Meet 
August 6…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                      (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

August 2, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... Sherman Cullum 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......46 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….68 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….39 
Wednesday Worship…………………….29 
Contribution…...........................$1,383.71 
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not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared before-
hand, that we should walk in them.” ESV 
 
All a person is saying when he says we are saved 
“by grace” is, our salvation is completely unde-
served and unmerited. We deserve punishment, 
but because of what Jesus did at the cross we are 
able to receive eternal life. Salvation is “by grace.” 
That’s what God’s word says; don’t add to that or 
take away from it. 
 
The appropriate question then is, “How do I re-
ceive this gift?” The biblical answer is, “through 
faith.” Much like the word “grace,” the word 
“faith” is also very misunderstood. 
 
Faith might best be understood as a “total surren-
der” to God. When we hear and believe that God is 
able and willing to save us from the horrible fate 
we deserve, we totally surrender ourselves to Him, 
trusting Him to save us from what we deserve. 
 
Acts 2:36-38: “Therefore let all the house of Isra-
el know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apos-
tles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”  
Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every 
one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” NKJV 
 
Acts 22:16 – “And now why are you waiting? 
Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord.” NKJV 
 
Repenting and being immersed in water for the 
forgiveness of our sins is how we “call on the 
name of the Lord” and appeal to Him for “...a 
good conscience...” (1 Peter 3:21).  
 
Galatians 3:26-27: “For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you 
as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
NKJV 

It is in this act of faith that we clothe ourselves with 
Christ. It is at this point – and this point alone – that 
our sins are washed away (Acts 22:16). 
 
We come up from the water rejoicing (Acts 8:39) be-
cause it is by grace that we have been saved! NONE of 
it by merit, ALL of it by grace! 
 
Does this mean we don’t have to obey? Of course 
not! That is an absolutely absurd suggestion! It just 
means your obedience does not merit your salvation 
(that’s what “by grace” means). We obey because we 
are trusting in God to save us, both at our baptism 
and in our continually walking with Him in faith.  
 
1 Peter 4:16-17:  “For the time has come for judg-
ment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins 
with us first, what will be the end of those who do 
not obey the gospel of God? Now “If the righteous 
one is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and 
the sinner appear?” NKJV 
 
Hebrews 5:9 – “And having been perfected, He be-
came the author of eternal salvation to all who 
obey Him…” NKJV 
 
Disobedience, on the other hand, is how you reject 
the gift (Hebrews 3:12-19). The gracious gift of salva-
tion is either accepted by humble obedient faith or – 
at any point – rejected by stubborn and sinful pride: 
 
Hebrews 10:26-29: “For if we sin willfully after we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indigna-
tion which will devour the adversaries. Anyone 
who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on 
the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how 
much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he 
be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of 
God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant 
by which he was sanctified a common thing, and 
insulted the Spirit of grace? ” NKJV 
 
Saying we are saved by grace does NOT negate the 
necessity of obedience. It does not mean there is 
nothing we must do to be saved or to remain in a 
saving relationship with Jesus Christ. It just means 
that even after all of our obedience, we will always be 
“...unworthy servants...” (Luke 17:10) who are saved 
by God’s amazing grace and NOT by our own merit. 

Prayers 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Glenda Tarwa-
ter,  Leonard Wilson, Coy Burnett,  Homer 
Hawkins,  Shelby Crouch, Ron Ellis, Jo West, 
J.R. Cartillar, Arvel Pratt, Kathy Pulley, Ann 
Johnson, Becky Brown, Donna Leonard, Lor-
ri Petty. 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary Arm-
strong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport), Velma Willis (McCrory) 
 

*************************** 
 

 
God’s Amazing Grace 

 

There is no road block, no obstacle placed by 

Satan, there is no mountain of struggle that 

is too big, too powerful, or too overwhelming 

to overcome the grace of Almighty God!  
Those who are saved by the grace of God can-

not be overcome or snatched away from the 

Father’s hand by an outside force.  What 

God’s grace has done for us in the past, we 

can count on to do for us all the days of our 

lives until it safely leads us home! 
 

“God’s grace reaches down to the lowest 

sinful life – it even reaches me!” 

 

1 Timothy 1:15 – “This is a trustworthy 
saying, and everyone should accept it: 

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners”—and I am the worst of them all.” 

NLT 

 

Can God forgive us? Yes! 
 

“His grace is greater than our sin!” 

So when you receive something good, it was either 
given by grace or by merit. Or as the apostle Paul 
puts in Romans 4:4, it is either a “wage” or a 
“gift.” It is that simple and there is no middle 
ground. 
 
The air we breathe, for instance, is given to us 
from God. Is it given by grace or by merit? What 
could we possibly do to earn the air we breathe? It 
is laughable to think we could.  
 
Death and punishment are the ONLY wages we’ve 
earned from God: Romans 3:23 – “…for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” NKJV 
 
Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death…”  
NKJV 
 
Everything else is a gracious gift. When we fill our 
lungs with air we should say, “Thank you, God for 
graciously giving me air to breathe!” 
 
It is absolutely impossible to take grace too far! 
Pervert it, yes! But take it too far, absolutely not! In 
fact, God desires to show us “...the immeasurable 
riches of his grace...” (Ephesians 2:7). 
 
This issue is most significant when it comes to 
salvation. Eternal life is either earned or it is given 
as a gift of grace. Scripture makes it clear it is the 
latter. In fact, those in the first-century who 
claimed to have earned eternal life by their obedi-
ence to the Law actually fell away from God’s 
grace: Galatians 5:4 - “You have become es-
tranged from Christ, you who attempt to be jus-
tified by law; you have fallen from grace.” NKJV 
 
If we’ve received salvation from God then it is ei-
ther by grace or by merit. It is either deserved or 
undeserved.  
 
Ephesians 2:4-10: “But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved 
us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved—and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
you have been saved through faith. And this is 


