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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Forgotten Commandment 

Jack Wilkie 
 
As Christians, we spend a good amount of our lives trying to 
learn and keep God’s commandments (or at least we should). 
There are dozens that we strive to apply – love one another, do 
not bear false witness, abstain from fleshly lusts, etc. – but it’s 
not just about “doing” the right things. The commandment that 
seems to be overlooked more than any other pertains to how 
we do what we do rather than just what we’re supposed to do. 
 
In Philippians 4:4, Paul commanded his readers to “Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!” NKJV 
 
As we’re going through life striving to obey God, we should be 
rejoicing in Him at every turn. Everything else we do should be 
highlighted by the joy we feel in Him, but too often we either 
get upset with God’s will and question Him, or we resign our-
selves to it because we know that we’re supposed to just trust 
and obey. While it’s critically important that we trust and obey, 
if we do so without rejoicing, we’re sinning by disobeying this 
oft-repeated commandment.  
 
So many times this commandment remains forgotten or over-
looked, but it truly must be at the heart of everything else we 
do. But life is hard sometimes. Sometimes it makes no sense to 
rejoice. Why should we rejoice? And how do we even do that 
when we go through such difficult times? Thankfully, the Scrip-
tures answer those questions for us. 
 

Why should we rejoice? We could start with the fact that it’s 

a direct commandment that appears multiple times in the New 
Testament. The possibility of circumstances giving us a pass 
from rejoicing was rejected in passages like Matthew 5:12, 
where Jesus told His disciples to rejoice when they were perse-
cuted: “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your re-
ward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” NKJV 

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 16, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer .................... Leonard Wilson 
Announcements…………...John Wilson 
Song Leader………………...Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Jerry & Kathy  
                                          Phipps 
Comm. to Shut-ins………..Frank Crouch 
                                          Lonnie Seabaugh 
                                           

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Rick Phillips, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Larry Volk, Kyle Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……………...#1 
Children’s Home……………Ravioli 
Gift Bag Item for August……..Writing Tablet/ 
                                                 Grocery List Pad 
 
August 20…….Celebrate  Recovery  
                         (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

August 16, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer  ................... Ronald Kirksey 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….…......53 
Sunday Morning Worship…….….…….98 
Sunday Evening Worship…………...….33 
Wednesday Worship…………………….21 
Contribution….......................................NA 
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First, we have to remember that God is always in 
control:  Philippians 4:6-7: “Be anxious for noth-
ing, but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  
NKJV 
 
It takes such a load off of our minds when we can 
put things into His hands. I know I’m not the only 
one who has the tendency to pray to God about 
something, say amen, and keep on worrying about 
it, but true faith puts everything in His hands and 
only thinks of the matter again to give thanks for 
God’s sovereign guidance. When we do that, we 
receive true peace of mind that surpasses all un-
derstanding. 
 
Second, after putting our worries in God’s hands, 
we need to find something else to fill our 
thoughts. That’s why Paul followed up “Rejoice 
always” and “Be anxious for nothing” with: 
 
Philippians 4:8-9: “Finally, brethren, whatever 
things are true, whatever things are noble, what-
ever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are 
of good report, if there is any virtue and if there 
is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these 
things. The things which you learned and re-
ceived and heard and saw in me, these do, and 
the God of peace will be with you.” NKJV 
 
If we don’t fill our minds with something new, 
we’ll keep dwelling on those old thoughts. When 
we dwell on the things that stress us out or upset 
us in the first place, we can’t rejoice. But if we get 
into the Word and fill our hearts and minds with 
God’s promises and then go act on those pure, 
lovely, excellent thoughts, we’ll be reminded all 
over again just why we should be rejoicing.  
 
Christians should be the most calm, level-headed, 
and joyful people on earth. As John MacArthur 
put it, “There is no event or circumstance that 
can occur in the life of any Christian that should 
diminish that Christian’s joy.”  
 
 
  

Unfortunately, the world is constantly trying to steal 
our joy through temptations and trials, and that’s 
why we have to fight for joy in God. We have to fight 
all of those things every day to remind ourselves just 
how much God loves us and why we should always 
rejoice in Him.  
 
We all go through life’s ups and downs, and it sure 
gets old having to ride those waves. But God has giv-
en us the ability to avoid that never-ending cycle of 
highs and lows, as long as we “rejoice in Him al-
ways.” Fight through the challenges and find a way 
to rejoice in God. It’s when this forgotten command-
ment becomes the commandment that rules every 
day of our lives that we’ll have a peace that trans-
cends anything we can possibly understand. What 
will you rejoice over today? 
 

*********************************** 
 

From the elders 

 

We would like to launch a “Let’s study the Bible” 

campaign September 1.  The heart of the campaign 

includes starting a local school of Bible study.  The 

framework of the school will come to us online; it 

will be provided by the “Truth for Today Mission 

School.” 

 

It is really a good school! Its high level courses will 

eventually cover every book of the Bible and will be 

offered in 23 languages.  

 

Brother Doug Wilson will be the local dean of the 

school, and he will be glad to give you more infor-

mation about the school. 

 

We believe that some of you will want to do an in-

depth study of many of the books of the Bible. We 

hope you will want to become involved in this. The 

school will help us to raise up teachers, deacons, el-

ders, and even preachers! 

 

More information will be provided in the coming 

weeks - if you are interested, feel free to contact the 

church and speak to us about the program! 

Prayers 
 

Those on the prayer list are: Glenda Tar-
water,  Leonard Wilson, Coy Burnett,  
Homer Hawkins, Ollie Kirksey, Shelby 
Crouch, Ron Ellis, Jo West, J.R. Cartillar, 
Ruby Hood, Arvel Pratt, Ruby Latimer, 
Geoffrey Shaw, Ann Johnson, Becky 
Brown, Belle Burnett, Lorri Petty, Donna 
Leonard, Kathy Pulley, William Bush. 
 
Shut-ins:  Roy & Patty Stevenson, Mary 
Armstrong, Betty Andrews, R.W. & Betty 
Gibson 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); 
Ralph Garland (Newport), Velma Willis 
(McCrory) 
 

*************** 
 

Correction does much, but encouragement 
does more. 
 

——————- 
 

The hardest thing in life is to know which 
bridge to cross and which to burn. 
 

——————-- 
 

It is literally true that you can succeed best 
and quickest by helping others to succeed. 
 

——————— 
 

What really counts is what you learn after you 
know it all. 
 

——————— 
 

Striving for success without hard work is like 
trying to harvest where you haven’t planted. 
 

———————- 
 

Most of our worries are reruns. 
 

James 1:2 - “Dear brothers and sisters, when 
troubles of any kind come your way, consider it 
an opportunity for great joy.” NLT 
 
Beyond that, we should rejoice to show God that 
we aren’t ungrateful. Ephesians 1 tells us that 
we’ve been given every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, and Paul goes on to talk 
about the riches of God’s grace throughout the 
epistle. When we tell God we’re too sad, stressed, 
or angry to rejoice, we tell Him that those gifts 
weren’t enough for us, that the blood of Jesus has 
less influence on our lives than our day to day 
struggles. Perhaps you’ve seen one of those viral 
videos that pop up shortly after Christmas every 
year, where a child sits crying and screaming in 
the midst of a mountain of presents because they 
didn’t get one more. As appalling as those videos 
are, that’s a perfect image of what Christians look 
like when we refuse to rejoice despite God’s bless-
ings.  
 
The third reason we should rejoice is because it’s 
one of the best ways to let our light shine and 
bring glory to God (Matthew 5:16). People who can 
stay even-keeled and joyful despite all the highs 
and lows life throws their way are some of the 
most memorable people you’ll ever meet. If our 
joy is subject to circumstances outside of our con-
trol, we show the world that people who know Je-
sus are no different and have no greater peace 
than those who don’t know Him. If our gentle and 
reasonable spirit,  can be seen by all, though, God 
will be glorified. 
 
Philippians 4:5  - “Let your gentleness be known 
to all men. The Lord is at hand.” NKJV 
 

But how? “Rejoice in the Lord always” is one of 

the all time biggest “easier said than done” com-
mandments ever given. How are we supposed to 
stay joyful when you lose a family member, when 
a loved one receives a scary diagnosis, when you 
lose a job, or when some other trial comes our 
way?  
 
Right after commanding the Philippian Christians 
to rejoice, Paul gave them two commandments as 
to how they can do so. 
 
 


