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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
Hope for the Messed-Up Life 

 

John 4:13-15: “Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water 
that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that 
I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling 
up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this 
water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to 
draw water.’” (ESV) 
 

Have you ever messed up so badly that it left you believing God 
wants nothing to do with you? If your answer is “yes,” then 
you’re in good company, because we all have. We’ve all made 
poor choices and bad decisions. A bad decision can cost you 
your marriage, job, friendships and even your peace of mind. 
 

But, if you’re willing to admit you’ve messed up, you’re a prime 
candidate for an encounter with Jesus. In fact, He specializes in 
ministering to messed-up people. One of the many things I love 
about Jesus is that He gravitates toward those who are typically 
ignored, ridiculed, hated and rejected. 
 

One of the greatest examples of this is found in the book of 
John 4 when Jesus encounters a woman at a well. This name-
less woman meets Jesus while she performs one of the most 
mundane tasks in her messed-up life — drawing water out of a 
well. 
 

She quickly learned a lesson we all need to know as well — the 
mundane can become momentous when we let Jesus clean up 
our mess-ups and radically change our lives.  
 

Jesus wants to clean up our mess-ups so much that He will 
break down every possible barrier to do so. For example, to 
meet the woman at the well:  
 

Jesus overcame a cultural barrier. Jesus traveled through a 

region that His people — the Jews — would always avoid. Jesus 
saw culture, not as a barrier to compassion, but as a bridge to 
ministry. 

Sunday Morning Servers 

April 5, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Rick Phillips 
Closing Prayer .................... Sherman Cullum 
Announcements ................ John Wilson 
Song Leader ........................ Doug Wilson 
Greeters……………………..George & Peggy  
                                          Burnett                                     
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Frank Crouch 
 Lonnie Seabaugh  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Rick Phillips, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Larry Volk, Kyle Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#2 
Children’s Home……Chocolate Chips 
Gift Bag Item……..Lotion 
 
April 5…….Easter 
April 7…….Ladies’ Devotional 
April 7…….Elders & Deacons Meet 
April 9…….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
April 18…..Children’s Mission Group Meet 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

April 5, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. Lonnie Seabaugh 
Closing Prayer  ................... George Burnett 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......50 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…...…...71 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..34 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...23 
Contribution…...........................$1,589.65 
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She began to pour it out. “Yes. My husband trav-
els. I had an affair and got pregnant and had an 
abortion. I have never told my husband about 
it.” 
 
The preacher shared God’s promise that no matter 
what we have done, God can forgive us. Dis-
tressed, she replied, “It just doesn’t seem fair. 
Somebody’s got to pay for my sin!” 

 
“Somebody already has,” the preacher assured 
her. “His name is Jesus Christ. That’s why He 
died on the cross. He died for that sin and every 
other one you’ve committed and confessed and 
ones you’re going to commit.” 

 
She cried and asked, “How do I ask God for His 
forgiveness?” 
 
First, let’s look at how “not” to get forgiveness 
from God: 
 

Don’t beg: You don’t have to beg God to forgive 

you. He already wants to forgive you. God wants 
to forgive you more than you want to ask for for-
giveness, because He is a forgiving God.  
 
Psalm 86:5 – “O Lord, you are so good, so ready 
to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who 
ask for your help.” NLT 
 

Don’t bargain: Don’t say, “If You’ll just forgive 

me, I’ll never do this again.” You don’t have to 
bargain with God to get His forgiveness. You don’t 
have to make deals with God. 
 

Don’t bribe: Don’t say, “God if You’ll forgive me, 

I promise to do a bunch of good things. I’ll go to 
church, I’ll do this or that…” 
 
How “do” we get forgiveness from God?  
 

We must confess our sins to God and ask for 

forgiveness! To admit or to confess means to 
“speak the same thing” about our sin that God 
says about it!  
 
We must say, “God, You’re right. What I did or 
am still doing is wrong.”  

Confession means agreeing with God: Psalm 32:5 - 
“Finally, I confessed all my sins to you and stopped 
trying to hide my guilt. I said to myself, “I will con-
fess my rebellion to the Lord.” And you forgave me! 
All my guilt is gone.” NLT 
 
God wants us to come clean and admit that wrong is 
wrong, that we are “guilty as charged.” He wants us 
to “own up” to our sins.  
 
If we do, He will forgive us, every single time: Prov-
erbs 28:13 – “You will never succeed in life if you 
try to hide your sins. Confess them and give them 
up, then God will show mercy to you.” (GNB)   
 
The Samaritan woman in John 4 teaches us that peo-
ple who get their lives in terrible spiritual predica-
ments can receive forgiveness from God and be fully 
restored.  The Gospel of Christ is designed by God for 
every sinner, in every country of the world, regardless 
of how far he may be from God’s ideal, to get from 
where he is now to where God wants him to be.     
 
God spelled out the way grace is applied in Isaiah 
55:7 – “Let the wicked change their ways and ban-
ish the very thought of doing wrong. Let them turn 
to the Lord that he may have mercy on them. Yes, 
turn to our God, for he will forgive generously.” 
NLT 
 
When we do, God will have mercy and will pardon, 
but only if we stop the willful, deliberate sin. Remem-
ber what Jesus told the woman caught in the act of 
adultery in John 8:11 – “…Neither do I condemn 
you; go and sin no more.” NKJV 
 
The ultimate responsibility lies with the individual. 
We can teach and preach and counsel and advise and 
encourage, but each person is responsible for apply-
ing God’s Word to his own life.  
 
Romans 14:12 - “So then each one of us shall give 
account of himself to God.” NKJV 
 

No one has to be lost: Isaiah 1:18 - “Come, let’s 

talk this over, says the Lord; no matter how deep 
the stain of your sins, I can take it out and make 
you as clean as freshly fallen snow. Even if you are 
stained as red as crimson, I can make you white as 
wool!” TLB 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Mary Arm-
strong, Coy Burnett, Vivian Wilson,  Leonard 
Wilson, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Ste-
venson, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gib-
son, Pete Peebles, Ella Owens, Corey Reyn-
olds, Tammy Seabaugh Hagler, Ron Ellis, 
Sophie Barton, Jerry Seabaugh, Derriel Arm-
strong,  Ruby Latimer, Glenda Polson,  An-
gella Holleman, Jerry & Jill Carlisle, Larry & 
Artie McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne 
Crouch, Larry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pul-
ley, Gilbert & Margie Hess,  James Johnson, 
Jr., Gladys McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, 
Lucy Hubble, Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, 
Nina Slocum,  Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clem-
mons, Glen Hirons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, 
Charles Hollis, J.P. Jones, Laura Mae Glass, 
Melvin Gunner, Paul Moore, Christine Imbo-
den, Rhett Deckleman, Hannah Davil. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 
 
Congratulations to Mr. R.W. Gibson for being 
baptized into Christ this past Saturday! 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
Thanks to all who helped with the sup-
plies for the Children’s Home in Para-
gould. 
 
Wedding of Lisa Newberry & Daniel Rut-
ter will be held Saturday, May 16, at 4 
p.m. at 210 CR 130, Hickory Ridge, the 
home of Leonard Wilson. 

Jesus overcame a moral barrier. This woman 

carried a terrible reputation. Her past put her in 
the category of a Hall-of-Fame sinner. She had 
been married five times and was now living with a 
man who wasn’t her husband. With this track rec-
ord, everyone in her community knew her, and no 
man would dare to speak with her in public. No 
man, except Jesus! Jesus engaged with this wom-
an, and we see her fess up to her mess-up. 
 
We live in a culture that teaches us to hide our 
mess-ups and call them anything except the sins 
that they are. Jesus demonstrated through this 
woman that He will forgive us when we are willing 
to confess our sin to Him. 
 
Jesus is not intimidated by our past. He sees be-
yond our failures and offers us a faithful future. 
You can’t do anything so bad that it will cause God 
to love you less. 
 
If you’re reading this today and feel like Jesus 
wants nothing to do with you, I want you to know 
that He will break every possible barrier to reach 
you. Jesus is so serious about the task that He left 
heaven and came to earth to restore anyone who is 
willing to be cleansed.  
 
Today, you can meet with Jesus, bring Him your 
mess-ups, and allow Him to clean you up. 
 
If you are reading this and you are not a Christian, 
then you absolutely need to obey the gospel of 
Jesus Christ: confess your faith in Him as the Son 
of God, repent of your sins, and be baptized for 
the remission of your sins! 
 
If you are a Christian who has fallen into sin, drift-
ed away from God, and want to come home to 
Him, then you need to repent of your wayward 
heart and actions, and confess your sins to Him! 
 
A woman came in to see her preacher and said, 
“I’m depressed. I’ve been in bed for weeks, and I 
no longer have the energy to get out of bed and 
live.” 
 
Sensing her deep pain, the preacher asked her, “Is 
there something in your life you really regret?” 

 
 


