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I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
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Contact Information 

Church Office 870.697.2978 
Church Fax 870.697.2386 
E-Mail              hrcofc316@gmail.com  
Web Site 
www.hickoryridgechurchofchrist.org 
 

Minister 
Jody McFadden  870.697.2208 
 

Elders 
Sherman Cullum 870.697.2659 
David Wilson 870.697.2505 
 

Deacons 
Rick Phillips 870.318.8705 
Jerry Phipps 870.697.2606 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 
Bible Class 9:45 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Evening service 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Bible Class 7:00 p.m. 

Plan of Salvation 

HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17 

BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Christ Matt. 10.32 

Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38 

Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10 

Weekly Reflections 
The Day of the Lord - Part 1 

 
In the garden of a monastery near Cluny, France, there is 
a sundial with these words: “Of all these hours, fear on-
ly one.” The one hour which should cause fear in man is 
the “Day of the Lord.” Peter describes it in 2 Peter 3 and 
answers three questions about that great day.  Today we 
will consider the first of these questions: 
 

Will Christ come again: 2 Peter 3:3-4: “Know this first 

of all, that in the last days mockers will come with 
their mocking, following after their own lusts, and say-
ing, “Where is the promise of His coming?” NASB 
 
In 2 Peter 3, Peter was confronting those who were call-
ing the second coming a hoax, a flat out “lie.” They had 
decided there was no valid reason to believe God’s prom-
ises, so they were scoffing/mocking what Christians be-
lieve: 2 Peter 3:4 – “For ever since the fathers fell 
asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning 
of creation.” NASB 
 
These scoffers were saying that everything had continued 
as usual from creation to that time - morning followed 
night, night followed day, summer followed spring. Noth-
ing extraordinary had happened since Christ ascended to 
heaven; therefore, nothing extraordinary was likely to 
happen. They were saying, “Christ has delayed His re-
turn so long that He is not coming at all!”  
 
In Peter’s day, Christ had delayed His return for about 
thirty years. It has now been two thousand years. People 
continue to scoff/mock about the second coming of 
Christ today! 

Sunday Morning Servers 

April 12, 2015 
 

Prayer & Scripture ............. Doug Wilson 
Closing Prayer .................... Ronald Kirksey 
Announcements ................ Lonnie Seabaugh 
Song Leader ........................ Rick Phillips 
Greeters……………………..Alan & Libby  
                                          Mahon                                    
Comm. to Shut-ins……….. Jerry Phipps 
 George Burnett  
 

Those to Serve at Lord’s Table: 
 

Rick Phillips, Jerry Phipps, Lonnie Seabaugh, 
Larry Volk, Kyle Wilson 

Items of Interest 

Cleaning Team……..#3 
Children’s Home……Murphy’s Oil Soap 
Gift Bag Item……..Lotion 
 
April 16…….Celebrate Recovery  
                           (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
April 18…..Children’s Mission Group Meet 
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Sunday Evening Servers 

April 12, 2015 
Scripture & Prayer ............. George Burnett 
Closing Prayer  ................... Leonard Wilson 

For the Record 
 

Sunday Morning Classes…….….….......81 
Sunday Morning Worship…….…..…..144 
Sunday Evening Worship…………..…..42 
Wednesday Worship………….….……...27 
Contribution…...........................$2,340.16 
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Peter says that God is not bound by time as 
man figures time. God dwells in eternity. To 
Him the past is as the present, and the future 
is as the past: Psalm 90:4 – “For a thousand 
years in Your sight are like yesterday when 
it passes by, or as a watch in the night.” 
NASB 
 
Thousands of years may pass on earth, but 
their passing only appears as a day or a 
watch in the night to Almighty God. 
 
To those who lived in Peter’s day, the thirty 
years since Christ’s ascension seemed like a 
long time. To us, the two thousand years 
since then seems like a long time. But how 
long is that to God? Peter said that to God it 
is as if Christ’s ascension occurred the day 
before yesterday - whether it has been thirty 
years, two thousand years, or a million years 
is irrelevant, because God who dwells in eter-
nity does not reckon time as we do. Peter as-
sures Christians that God’s plans are still 
moving ahead. The mere passage of time 
does not nullify Christ’s promise to return. 
 
The scoffers ignore the faithfulness of God. 
Peter said: 2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not 
slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance.” NASB 
 
His point is that “God is faithful” (1 Corin-
thians 10:13), He will do what He has prom-
ised! When He makes a promise, He will keep 
it, and the passage of time does not change 
that fact! He promised that He would destroy 
the earth by water. God kept that promise 
about 120 years later. Abraham was prom-
ised that through his seed all nations would 
be blessed. He had to wait about twenty-five 
years until the child of promise was born, but 
God ultimately kept His promise to Abraham. 
So when God promises that Christ will re-
turn, we can count on it happening!  

So why the delay? Peter said it is not because 
the Lord is “slow” about His promises; it is be-
cause He is being patient with each of us, it’s 
because He doesn’t want people to perish, He 
wants everyone to be saved! God is not tardy or 
late, and He has not forgotten His saints. He is 
waiting so that more souls can be saved. And He 
is extraordinarily patient in waiting – “…regard 
the patience of our Lord as salvation…” (2 Pe-
ter 3:15). 
 
2 Peter 3:15 – “And remember, our Lord’s pa-
tience gives people time to be saved…” NLT 
 
In other words, Peter said Christ has delayed 
His return because of His mercy, His love, His 
grace! 1 Timothy 2:3-4: “This is good and ac-
ceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who 
desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” NASB 
 
God does not want anyone to die in his sins. 
When somebody does die lost, it hurts God very 
deeply: Ezekiel 33:11 – “As surely as I live, 
says the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in 
the death of wicked people. I only want them 
to turn from their wicked ways so they can 
live. Turn! Turn from your wickedness, O peo-
ple of Israel! Why should you die?” NLT 
 
People need to realize that if they die in their 
sins, it is not because God didn’t give them 
plenty of opportunity - it’s because they refused 
to accept the conditions of God’s salvation.  
 
God is giving the lost an opportunity right now 
to be saved. That lost person might be you! 
What should you do with your opportunity? 
Whatever you need to do to be saved, do it! 
Why?  
 
Because 2 Peter 3:10 – “…the day of the Lord 
will come…” NASB 
 
To be continued... 

 

PRAYERS 
 
Those on the prayer list are: Mary Arm-
strong, Ronald Kirksey, David McFadden, 
Coy Burnett, Vivian Wilson,  Leonard Wil-
son, Glenda Tarwater, Roy & Patty Steven-
son, Betty Andrews,  R.W. & Betty Gibson, 
Pete Peebles, Ella Owens, Corey Reynolds, 
Tammy Seabaugh Hagler, Ron Ellis, Sophie 
Barton, Jerry Seabaugh, Derriel Armstrong,  
Ruby Latimer, Glenda Polson,  Angella Hol-
leman, Jerry & Jill Carlisle, Larry & Artie 
McCain, Johnita Burnett, Joanne Crouch, Lar-
ry Nixon, Ruby Hood, Kathy Pulley, Gilbert 
& Margie Hess,  James Johnson, Jr., Gladys 
McClanahan, Kenneth Dowdy, Lucy Hubble, 
Velma Willis,  Eleanor Evans, Nina Slocum,  
Otis Reynolds, Chuck Clemmons, Glen Hi-
rons, Hazel Devazier, Lisa Dix, Charles Hol-
lis, J.P. Jones, Laura Mae Glass, Melvin Gun-
ner, Paul Moore, Christine Imboden, Rhett 
Deckleman, Hannah Davil. 
 
Nursing Home: Betty Canard (Wynne 
Healthcare); J.R. McFarland (Crestpark in 
Wynne); Davie Rutherford (McCrory); Ralph 
Garland (Newport) 
 
Military:  Andrew Esquivel, Hayden Hol-
leman 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

 
Wedding of Lisa Newberry & Daniel Rut-
ter will be held Saturday, May 16, at 4 
p.m. at 210 CR 130, Hickory Ridge, the 
home of Leonard Wilson. 

An older couple in St. Louis reacted this way: 
“Do you honestly expect us to believe that 
the world is going to ‘blow apart?’ You are 
naive to think that one morning you’ll hear 
some ‘trumpet-playing angel’ announcing 
the Lord’s return. You may want to live in 
such a fairy tale world, but don’t try to get 
us to believe that nonsense! We are logical 
and rational thinking people who have ap-
proached what you’re saying with calm rea-
son. Our conclusions are that the earth will 
last forever!”  
 
Peter said that scoffers’ are deliberately ig-
noring some basic historical facts - like the 
flood: 
 
2 Peter 3:5-6: “For when they maintain this, 
it escapes their notice that by the word of 
God the heavens existed long ago and the 
earth was formed out of water and by wa-
ter, through which the world at that time 
was destroyed, being flooded with water.” 
NASB 
 
The people in Noah’s day lived in a world 
which had continued without change. You 
can imagine how they scoffed when Noah 
told them that their world would be de-
stroyed!  They were wrong!  Peter’s point - it 
happened once before - it can happen again!  
But this time it won’t be by water, it will be by 
fire!  
 
2 Peter 3:7 – “But by His word the present 
heavens and earth are being reserved for 
fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and de-
struction of ungodly men.” NASB 
 
The scoffers also ignore the eternal nature of 
God:   
 
2 Peter 3:8 – “But do not let this one fact 
escape your notice, beloved, that with the 
Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years like one day.” NASB 


