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An honest diagnosis 

 

In the Bible, we read about a group of religious leaders known as the Pharisees. Jesus describes the Pharisees this 

way: Matthew 15:7-9: “Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ‘These people draw near to 

Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship 

Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” NKJV 

 

The Pharisees knew a lot about God, but they really didn’t know God! There are many people in the world and in the 

church today just like them – they study about God – but they have never surrendered their hearts to Him! This is 

what separates the fans from the followers!  

 

When you study the Bible, you will find that Jesus never wanted fans – we can’t be a secret admirer or an 

enthusiastic admirer – we can’t be a person who practices a “Burger-King religion!”  “Have it your way!”   

 

We can’t just be a “believer” in Jesus – to truly believe is to follow! Jesus is looking to see how His words are lived 

out in our lives – do we have “saving faith!” 

 

What, then, is “saving faith?” Saving faith involves giving our minds, our hearts, and our lives to Jesus.  Saving faith 

includes belief of truth, love for God, active trust in Christ for salvation, and the willingness to obey God!  In fact, 

the Bible teaches us that faith that does not obey is no faith at all: 

 

Luke 6:46 – “But why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?” NKJV 

John 14:15 – “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” NKJV 

 

Romans 1:5 – “Through Christ, God has given us the privilege and authority as apostles to tell Gentiles 

everywhere what God has done for them, so that they will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name.” 

NLT 

 

Hebrews 5:9 – “And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him…” 

NKJV 

 

1 Peter 4:16-17:  “For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us 

first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now “If the righteous one is scarcely 

saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” NKJV 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-8: “…when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire 

taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” NKJV 

 

James 1:21-25: “So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in 

your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls.  But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it 

says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.  For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing 

at your face in a mirror.  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully 

into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God 

will bless you for doing it.” NLT 

 

In Luke 7, Jesus has been invited over for dinner by one of these Pharisees. His name was Simon. For Simon, having 

the visiting rabbi over for a meal would have been considered a religious merit. Jesus should have been considered the 

guest of honor, but it quickly becomes apparent that Simon was spending time with Jesus out of a sense of duty 

instead of a desire to honor him. 
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Luke 7:36-39: “Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and 

sat down to eat. And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in 

the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and 

she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet 

and anointed them with the fragrant oil. Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to 

himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is 

touching Him, for she is a sinner.” NKJV 

 
There were certain rules of etiquette at a dinner like this. For instance, the customary greeting for an honored guest 

would have been a kiss! If the guest was a person of equal social rank, then the host would greet the guest with a kiss 

on the cheek. If it was a person of especially high honor the host would greet the guest with a kiss on the hand. To 

neglect the kiss of greeting was the equivalent of openly ignoring somebody.  

 

It would be like having a person come into your home and refusing to even acknowledge their presence in some way. 

Not saying “hi,” not shaking their hand, not even giving them a head nod - nothing. 

 

Another part of first-century Middle East etiquette involved the washing of feet! The washing of feet was mandatory 

before meals. 

 

If you truly wanted to honor the guest then you would do it yourself. If not, you might have your servant wash their 

feet. At the very least you would simply give the water to your guest so they could wash their own feet! 

 

For an especially distinguished guest, you might also give them some olive oil for anointing their head. This was 

inexpensive oil, but it was still considered an especially hospitable gesture. But when Jesus comes to the house of 

Simon, there is no kiss of greeting. There is no washing of feet. There is no oil for his head. And these were not 

accidental oversights. This was quite deliberate. Jesus was ignored and insulted intentionally! 

 

Don’t miss the irony of this moment. Simon has spent his life studying the Scriptures. By the time he was 12, he 

probably had the first 12 books of the Bible memorized.  

 

By the time he was 15 he had memorized the entire Old Testament. He had committed to memory the more than 300 

prophecies about the coming Messiah. Yet he doesn’t realize it is the Messiah who now sits at his table with a hand 

that hasn’t been kissed, feet that haven’t been washed, and a head that hasn’t been anointed. He knew all about Jesus, 

but he didn’t know Jesus. 

 

The problem – then as well as now - is that you can have knowledge about God without having intimate knowledge 

of God. In fact, knowledge can be a false indicator of intimacy: 

 

John 5:39-40: “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point 

to me! Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.” NLT 

 

Think about it - we love having Bible studies, many of which include some kind of workbook. We go through a Bible 

Curriculum that often has homework.  

 

Sermons are often accompanied by an outline where members can take notes and fill in the blanks. Many preachers 

refer to their sermons as a lesson! If you grew up in the church, then you probably went to Sunday school, where you 

had a teacher!  

 

In the summer you may have gone to Vacation Bible School. Maybe you even competed in Bible Bowl competitions, 

all of which are won or lost depending on how much Bible knowledge you’ve accumulated and how fast you can raise 

your hand or hit a button. 



 

3 

Now don’t get me wrong, studying and learning from God’s Word is invaluable. Jesus referenced, read, and quoted 

all kinds of passages from the Old Testament, ample proof that he had studied God’s Word with great care and 

diligence. The problem isn’t knowledge – the problem is a lack of an intimate relationship with the Lord:  

 

John 14:23 – “Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will 

love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” NKJV 

 

I. Yada, Yada, Yada 

 

Probably the best biblical word for “intimacy” is the word “know.” The Bible first uses this word to describe a 

relationship in Genesis 4:1 – “Now Adam knew Eve his wife…” NKJV 

 

The Hebrew word for “knew” is the word yada’ - “To know completely and to be completely known.” 

 

Genesis 4:1 is talking about the sexual relationship between a husband and a wife. When the Bible uses this word for 

“know” it means much more than knowledge. It describes the most intimate of connections. One Hebrew scholar 

defines the word this way: “A mingling of the souls.” That’s more than knowledge, that’s intimacy. 

 

It’s a beautiful picture that helps us understand what it really means to know Christ.  

 

If you trace the usage of yada’ through the Old Testament, you’ll find that this is the same word that’s also used to 

describe God’s relationship with us over and over again – how He already knows us and how He wants to be known 

by us. In Psalm 139, David uses this word a half dozen times to describe how God knows us: 

 

Psalm 139:1-4: “O Lord, you have examined my heart and know everything about me. You know when I sit 

down or stand up.  You know my thoughts even when I’m far away. You see me when I travel and when I rest 

at home. You know everything I do. You know what I am going to say even before I say it, Lord.” NLT 

 

In Luke 7, Simon knew all about Jesus, but didn’t know Jesus. His heart was far from him. He didn’t know that the 

visiting rabbi sitting at his table was the promised Messiah that he had spent countless hours studying about.  

 

Luke tells us that while Jesus is eating at this Pharisee’s house a woman comes on the scene. They were likely eating 

in a courtyard area where people could watch and even listen in on the conversation. But things start to get awkward 

when this woman comes uninvited up to the table where they are eating. To better comprehend the tension of this 

moment, understand that this wasn’t just any woman.  

 

Verse 37 tells us that she was a “sinner.” More specifically, she was a known prostitute in the village. Apparently 

she had heard Jesus teaching, maybe earlier in the day, and something happened in her heart. 

 

What was Jesus teaching on that had such an impact? Forgiveness? Perhaps as she sat and listened to Jesus her eyes 

welled up with tears as she realized that God loved her and wanted to forgive her. Redemption? Maybe as Jesus 

spoke she realized that God could put back together the broken pieces of her life. But then again, maybe it wasn’t 

what Jesus taught. Maybe it was the way he looked at her. His eyes communicated her value and worth. She wasn’t 

just a “sinner” to him - she was a beloved daughter!  

 

When Jesus finished teaching she knew God loved her and he hadn’t given up on her, even if everyone else had. And 

she must have whispered something like this to herself – “Maybe it’s not too late for me. Maybe even someone like 

me can follow him.” 
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She was desperate to see Jesus again, she probably overheard someone saying that he was having dinner at the home 

of Simon the Pharisee - a dinner she would never be invited to attend, not in a million years. Normally she would 

have no interest in attending. She had felt the condemning glares of the Pharisees enough to stay as far away as 

possible from places like Simon’s house. But she had to see Jesus. It’s hard to imagine what it would take for her to 

walk into that courtyard. But she is so focused on Jesus that she forgets about herself. She is desperate to express the 

love and affection she feels for him. What she does next is reckless, impulsive, and inappropriate, and it’s exactly the 

kind of action Jesus wants from His followers! 

 

Picture the scene. Jesus is reclining at the table. Instead of using chairs they would lean on and elbow that was 

propped up by a cushion. Their feet would be away from the table. This woman approaches and stands at the feet of 

Jesus. The table grows silent. Everybody is watching. Everybody knows who she is.  

 

What is she doing? She looks around at the guests. She feels that familiar glare of condemnation. Others keep their 

eyes down, embarrassed by her presence and the awkwardness of the moment. But when she looks at Jesus, He seems 

to know what has happened in her heart. He gives her a warm smile. He seems delighted that she has come, and He 

looks at her with the eyes of a loving father watching His beautiful daughter as she enters the room. She has never had 

a man look at her that way before.  

 

She is so undone by this that the tears come, just a few at first, and then more. She falls to the ground and begins to 

kiss his feet. Soon, the tears are just pouring down her face. They begin to drip onto the dirty feet of Jesus.  

As she looks at the muddy streaks she suddenly realizes that His feet haven’t been washed. She can’t ask for a towel, 

so she lets down her hair.  

 

In those days women always wore their hair up in public. For a woman to wear her hair down in front of a man that 

was not her husband was considered to be such an intimate expression that it was literally grounds for divorce. She 

begins washing the feet of Jesus with her tears and drying them with her hair. 

 

Then Luke says she had an alabaster jar of ointment. Most likely this refers to a flask that was often worn around the 

neck as a kind of perfume for women. As you might guess, because of her profession, this flask was quite important. 

She had used it a drop at a time many, many times, for many men. But now she empties it. She just empties the whole 

thing out.  

 

She will not need it anymore. She pours this flask, her life, on his feet, and she kisses them over and over. At the end 

of the story Jesus says to Simon: 

 

Luke 7:40-50: “And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, 

“Teacher, say it.” “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the 

other fifty. And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, 

which of them will love him more?” Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” 

And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see 

this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her 

tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss 

My feet since the time I came in. You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet 

with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to 

whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” And those who sat 

at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” Then He said to the 

woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” NKJV 

 

In the end the religious leader with all the knowledge is the fan, and the prostitute who intimately expressed her love 

for Jesus is shown to be the follower!  
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Here, then, is the question you and I have to ask ourselves: 

 

“Who am I most like in the story?” 
 

Make an honest diagnosis of your relationship with the Lord right now!  

 

When is the last time you had a moment with Jesus like this woman in Luke 7 had? When’s the last time you’ve 

poured yourself out before him? When is the last time the tears streamed down your face as you expressed your love 

for Him? When is the last time you shed a tear while partaking of the Lord’s Supper as you thought about the cross 

and what it means? When is the last time you demonstrated your love for him by thanking Him for all He has done?  

 

“We are not followers because we know about Jesus – we are followers because we know Jesus!” 

 

Do you know about Jesus, or do you truly know Jesus? 

 

You answer will determine the eternal destiny of your soul! 

 

Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 

does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 

Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to 

them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” NKJV 

 


